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TO THE READER. 
Courteous Reader, 
a2 63 0 diſcourſe largely of the neceſſity and vſe of 
&F\ this peece of ſpirituall armour, after ſo many 
1 learned and Vſefull Treatiſe, vpon this ſub: 


9 ief.may ſeeme ſuper fluous,eſþecially conſde- 
re is much ſpoken to this purpoſe, for thy ſatiſ- 
faflion, in the inſutng Treatiſe ; wherein, beſides the vn- 
folding of the nature of this datie, (which is the Saints dai- 
ly exerciſe )and ſtrong inforcement to it, there'ts an endea- 
your to gine ſatisfaftion in the moſt incident caſes, want 
if clearing Whereof is Vſually an hindrance to the cheare- 
full, and ready performance thereof. In all which, mþat 
hath beene done by this Reverend and worthy man, we hg k; 
rather ſhowld appeare in the Treatiſ: it ſelfe, to thy indy J d. þ 
ferent indgement, then to bee much m ſetting downe our 
owne opinion. T his we doubt not of, that, byreaſon of the *_= 
| ſpiritual, an4 convincing manner of handling this Argu- | 
ment, it will winne acceptance with many, eſpecially conſt- 
dering, that it is of that nature, wherein, though much haue 
beene ſpoken, yet much more may be ſaid with good reliſh to 
thoſe that haue anie ſpirituall ſenſe : for it is the moſt ſpi- 
ritual ation, wherein wee hane nearer communion with 
_ then in anie other holie performance, and whereby it 
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; .- pleaſeth God to conveigh all good to o5,to the perfirmance 
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To the Reader Hs | 


| whereof Chriſtians finde moſt backwardneſſe, and jndiſpo- 
ſedneſse, and from thence moſt detection of ſpirit , which- 
alſo in theſe times, is moſt neceſſarie, wherein, onleſſe we 
fetch belpe from heaven, this way, Wee ſee the (hurch and 
Cauſe of God like tobe trampled vn ter feete. Onzlie, re- 
member,that we let theſe Sermons paſſe forth as they were 
delivered by himſelfe, in publicke, without taking that li- 
bertie of adding or detrafting, which, perhaps, ſome would 
haue thought meete : for wee thought itbeft that his owne 
| meaning ſhould be expreſsedin his ownte words and man- 
| ner, eſpecially conſidering there is little which perhaps may 
ſeeme ſuperfluous to ſome,but may, by Gods bleſsing, be vſe- 
i full to others. Jt would be a good prevention of many in- 
conveniences,. in this kinde, if able men would bee perſw4- 
to publiſh their owne works in their life time, yet wee 
Wnke it a 200d ſervice to the Church , when that defe&$is 
Fupplyed by giving ſome life to thoſe things, which otherwiſe 
bould baue died of themſelues. The bleſsing-of theſe la- 
bunrs of his we commend conto God > tbe benefit of them 
ynto thez, reſting 
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1. What prayer ts. 
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Ibid. 
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THE FIRST SERMON, 


1 THESS.5.17, 


Pray continually. 


MA H E Apoftle here, inthe latter 
a cnd of this Epiſtle, heapes Vp 
£ many precepts rogether , and 
2 rherctore we ſhall not neede to 
ſecke out the dependance of 
me theſe words fromthoſe that g. | 
, Or thoſe that follow after. Rejoyce ever- | 
e(faith he) Pray a, In all Es: 
| 


di. 
— 


The Saints daily Exerciſe. 7 


thankes : for this is the will of Godin Chriſt Ieſus to 

you wards. | | 
- . Weare now fallen uponthis'Text, where this 
dury of praycr is commended to vs, anditis a 
command from-God himſelfe delivered ſhortly, as 
lawes are wont to be, without any great premiſes 
and reaſons,and indecd,having therfore the more| 
authority in it. | 


Pray Continually, 


2 Things con-| Þ'N the landling of which, wee will doe theſe 
aderable, for | I three things. 

op-ning of the BR. . 

* PTY Firft, we will ſhew you what Prayer #. 
Secondly, why the Lord requires this at our 
hands ; for a man might objeR, the Zord knowes 
my wants well enough , he knowes my minde, | 
and how TI am affected ? I, bur yet the Lord will 
have vs to fray, and to aske.bcfore he. will be- 
{tow it upon us. | 

| 7: Whatprayer And laſtly , what it is to pray continually, 

oy For the firſt, If we would defineprayer in ge- 
acrall to you ,I would give you no more bur this 
; deſcription of it. It is anexpresſion of the minae ti 
i the Lord : ſometimes by words,fometimes with- 
| out words, bur yet there muſt be an expreſſion, | 
and ſome opcning ofthe will to him, This is the 
gencrall, 

2.Infpeciat. | But now to know whata right prayer is , what) 
: | ſuch a- prayer is,as Godaccepts , youmuſt have an} 
other -definition which muſt have; more -; cos 
ents intoit, and ſo, prayer # , nothing elſe but 4» 


.In generall 


cxprfion, offering ſe hy, and gol dp 
£140 | | Hons: 
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|corne, but hee {2ith plainely, Tow called not upon 
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tions ro God,that ariſe from the Spirig, or the reec- 


aeto obſerve this ; That the prayers, which we 
make, are-divided into one of theſe two ſorts, 

| Firſt, ſome are ſuch prayers as are the expreſſi- 
ons of our owne ſpirits, the voice of our. owne 
ſpirits, and there is nothing- bur fleſh in them ;' 
uh prayers as any naturall: man may make to 
the Lord; Andtheſe the Zord regards nor, hee 
knowes notthe meaning of them, that is, hee 
doth not accept them, | L 
Secondly, rhere are prayers that are the voice 
of Gods owne Spirit, that is, ſuchas ariſe from 
the regenerate partthar is within us, - which is 
quickened and inlarged to pray from the imme. 
diate helpe of the holy Ghoſt, theſe prayers are 
oncly accepted : and of thele it is ſaid, He knowes 
the meaning af the Spirit : that is, hee ſoknowes 
i, and ſees it, that alſo he accepts it, * Therefore 
you ſhall ſee in Hoſea 7. 14, when they prayed, | 
adpraycd carneſtly, yea they ſer a day apart 
tor prayer, they called a ſolemne Aſſembly, and 
kept afaſt, yer, ſaiththe Zord plainely,7e did not 
ull upon mee when you howled upon your beds , for, 
(laith he) you aſſembled your ſelves for corne,and for | 
pre, which any naturall man may doc: And 
therefore, (ſairh he) it is but an howling : Ir is the 
vice of beaſts to ſecke for wine; and oyle, and 


*; when notwithſtanding, they ſpent a- whole 
Gyn prayer; Butthe meaning is, that the Lord 


nerate part 1 the name of Teſs Chriſt, Where you 


thisas noprayeratall; (5 147 co 
B a And 


— CCA AS ' 


Diviſion of 
prayers into 
two (orts. 

I 
Tuch as come 
from our OW nc 
lpirits. 


Wote. 


2 
Such as come 
from. GO'D'S F 
Spirit,: 


Rom,8 27, 


Hoſea 7,14. | 


Prayers of. 
wicked men 
howlings. 


, 
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The termes of 
the deſcription 


3 opened, 


1 Why he v-., 
ſth the word 
(diſpoſitions) 
rather,than de- 
fires, 


hen the de- 
res and dif« 


: 
; .pofitions of. 


| 91s muſt be good: for that is a rule, allthe affe. 


And thereforego opena lirtle this deſcription | 
unto:you ;; for it is one maine buſineſle that wee 
have to doe ,in the handling of this Textyto de. 
ſcribe to you the meaning of this precept, 
what the: nature of prayer 1s, that you may 
know what kind of prayerit is,that prevailes with 
God. I ſay, It is an expreſiion of holy and $o0d 
diſpoſtions. 1 uſe that expreſſion, rather of ſpe. | 
fitions than deſires , becauſe there is ſome part of 
prayer that ſtands in thankſgiving, when you de. 
fire nothing at Gods hands , but give thanks for 
that you have received; marke, firſt, that they 
mult bc holy ; and good, the deſires and diſpoſtti- 


*$ men arc_ good. 


Quept, 


Anſw. 
Thatremy orall 
things may be 
defircd in 4 
{carna!l ian. 
ner,and carnal 
things ina ſpi- 
rituall magncr 
{| and hoy. 


tions and deſires are good, or evill, according 
as their obje&s are ; thoſe that are fixed upon 
good things, are good defires. 
You'will ſay then what are the good things 
that makes the:deſires and diſpoſitions of the 
| heart good? .., | 
They aretemporallrhings,and ſpirituallboth, 


A man may pray tor temporall things in a ſpirt- 
ruallananner, andthe defire may be good; And| 
againe, hee may pray for {pirituall things in a| 
carnall manner, and the defire may be naught, | 
Thercfore that muſt be obſerved withall, thatit 

isnot ſimply the obje&, but there 1s a certaine 
manner of deſiring tov. For example, if a wan 
pray for temporal things, for outward comforts, 
{{uch things as belong to the preſent eſtate of his 
body here; If he pray for them with theſe condi- 
[tions , that he may hen that which is convent 
| ent 
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ent for him, he prayes for ſuch a meaſure as God 
ſees to be meet, as Pro. 3 1. Feed me with convenient 
food for me this prayer is good, But (if any man 
willbe rich, as 1 T4 6.) it 1s an inordinate deltre, 
when men will have exccflc of theſe outward! 
things,and more than is fit forthicm. And againe, ' 
ifyou defire,that which 1s convenient, and {perd | 
yon yorr luſts ; it you defire health,and long lite, 
that you may line more pleaſantly ; it you defire | 
wealth, that you may live more deltctouſly , and | 
not ſimply that which the creature may deſire, | 
and to the end that you may be the more inabled | 
[ro ferue the Lord inthele things, your dchire is, 
'notgood. SG I ſay, firſt it muſt be for that which 
1s convenient ; {ccondly, you muſt not ſpend 7! 
non yorr lufts , but in Gods {trvice, 

And l-ſtly, we muſt pray for them in a right 
method, Firſt the Kingdom? of God , and then other 
\things,thar is, ſet a price on them, as you ought, 
not too high a price, but value them aright. We 
ſhould ſo pray for outward things, as ourpray- 
Crs may be ſpirituall. On the other fide, a man 
may pray for ſpirituall things in acarnall man- 
ncr, as fortemporall things ina ſpirituall ma 1- 


Proy.30.8, 


I Tim.6.9. 


when the de- 
fire of outward 
things1s good, 


 — 


| . 

ner. A naturall man may pray earneſtly for faith, 
and for grace, and repentance , not out of zny 
* beauric that he ſces in them, not our of any taſte 


0 8” {2nd 1<lifh that he hath of them , bur becauſe hee 
WF {fbinkes them 'a bridge to leade him to heaven, 


[and that he cannot come thither without them : 
(When he conſiders in-his heart that hee cannot 


B:3# 


be ſaved without theſe things, I ſay,then he may 
( _ 


How a carnall 
man may pray 
for grace, 


' 


LALLY 


DS, th L Bn - GELS £ wn® hw 4 es \ JL, a * Pn © 
Ee FR J es; M44 7 AS +4 
BH 5 230g - '% 3 >. x-0 \ A 


The Saints daily Exerciſe. 


Spira hiscaſe, 


Theſe deſires 
maſt be cffe- 
red to Goa, 


Ariſing from 
the ſpirit,or re- 
gencrate part. 


*.4 Scriptures. 


1Saml.is, 


| praycr is accepred, and mo further. Bur, that we 


you itby ſome other expreſſions of prayer, that 


Celtre them,and defire them earneſtly. It was the 
cale of Francis Spira, whocryed ſo carneſtly for 
grace, tharhc night have but a drop of it, be. 
cauſe he could not be ſaved withour it, he gives 


tac reaſon himſclfe ; he ſaid withall, he ſaw no} 


exccllencic in it, he deſired it not for it ſelfe, and 
theretorc he thought his prayers ſhould not be 
neard. Thus you ſee thar prayer is an expreſiton 
of holy and good deſires,and it is an off:ring them. up 
tothe Lord. 

I will not ſtand upon that(you are well enough 
inftructed in it)that whatſoever pztition is made 
tothe creature, itis not a prayer, it muſt onely 
be off:red up to the Lord. | 

Then I adde, it is ſuch as mult ariſe from 
the regenerate part, that is, looke how much there 
is of che. regencrate part-in a prayer, looke how 
nuch the ho! S9:irir nath to doen it, looke how| 
much comes trom that which is called the #n- 
ward man, {0 farre it is fanttifind, ſo farre that 


may. ep*n this a lute more $ulty, we vill ſhow 


| Praying £0 Goa contifts. That paraſc the Apo- 


we bnde in thc Scrprures, 


ing forth of :h2 ſaule #oghe Lord, Sam.1.15, 4 fer- 
V2 of 9142 'B ſp:ritfo,Part calloch it. Now if we 
open theſe phrates rovyou alittle, you ſhall 
K10W more tuily wijttcin -the nature of right 


It is called a :ftizg wpef the heart to God, apou- 


{te uferl, hors 7 ſerve my forts jr 1s the {ame 
word1athc originallef js ulc tor faſting and 


" prayer) 


wn. 
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prayer.) Now what is that to pray to Ged1n the 
ſpirit? for we may ſay,a man cannor make a pra- 
yer, but there is an a@ of his minde goes ro ir, 
and evcry man what ſervice ſocver he performes 
hy ſpirit muſt needes have a hand in it, ſo that it 
[cannot be performed wirhour the minde. 

I take this to be the meaning, of ir,the Apoſtle 
tis ſcope, is to diſtinguiſh the true and holy ſer- 
vices of God from thoſe thar are but ſhadowes, 
and counterfcir, thar are but the body and car- 
calle of right ſervice. Therctotc , when he ſaith, 
l ſerue the Lord in my jp;rit, or, 1 pray tn the ſport earn 
the meaning is this , when the prayer of a man | what. 
is not onely that which the underſtznding di- 

Rates to him, but when the whole foule, the will 
and affetions goe rogether with his petition , 
and whatſoever the pecttion is,a mans heart is af 
Ikkted accordingly. As for example, if aman 
come to confelle nis finnes,and yetſlcights them 
inwardly in his heart ; if a man pray tor reconci- 
lation with God, and yer have no longing and 
lighing in his hearr after it, if hee earneſt lyzadl 
grace,and the morrification of ſintull luſts, when 
the heart doth nor inwardly-fecke it', now hee 
prayes not in the ſpirit, Topray inthe'ſpiritis as 
|taat in 70þ.4..24. He wil be wor(bipped tn ſpirit and | tchn 4.244 
intruh, The meaning is,fo to pray,thatthe hearr 
goe together with our petition alſo, this is the 
meaning of that when 4man powreth forth his 
{oule before the L o x So Hannah ſaith of her 
| {lelfe; 7 4192 a woman troghled,&c. and powre ont my 
| aq before the Lord. TWk.is,when a man delivers 
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To powre out 
the ſoulc to 
God, what. 


:2] Arftin. 


Stmile. 


Note: 


to -God that which the underſtanding and minde 


'to be hot and fervent: whereas otherwile it is 


hath deviſed; (for prayer is nota worke of wir,or 
of memoric ) but when a man powreth forth his 
whole foule(thar is)his will,and affetions, when 
rhey goe together , when there is no reſervation 
in his mindc , but when all within him is opened 
and explicxe, and expoſed to rhe view of the 
Lord, not as cAuſtin (wth of himſclte, when he 
came to pray for the mortitying of his luſts,ſaith 
he, I had a ſecret inward deſire that it ſhould not be 
done, Therefore when the ſoule is powred forth, 
the mcaning is,that all be opened to him ;ſothat 
when a man will make an acceptable prayer, hee 
muſt make this accompt, he muſt then call in all 
his thoughts and affections , and recolle& them 
togerhcr as the lines in the center,or as the Sunne 
beames in a burning glaſſe,and thar makes prayer 
but a cold and diffiparcd thing , that hath no 
ſtrength or cfhcacie in it. | 

Now waithall, this you muſt know, that when] 


. . . | 
awee fay tac whole foule muſt goe together with | 
4thep=urion, the meaning is, that nor onely the! 


will and afte@tionsbe imployed, (for ina natu- | 
rall man; in his defire-of health, when he is ficke! 
or wanterth afſiſtance and guidance in difficult ca-} 
les, not onely the underſtanding. . but the will 
andaftections are bufte enough, it is likely ) and| 
therefore we adde this Further , that: chat which 
is called the ſpirit, which is diffuſed in the whole 
{oule, thar it be ſet onwi 
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ES 
For this you know , that there are two things  _. 
ina regenerate man, ( for that you mult take for | , ma, Mev 

Tranted by the way, that no naturall man is able ay 
[ro make a prayer acceptable to Goa, ſceing there | Mont, 
5no Spiritin him, but in the regenerate man ) | an acceptable 
here is, I ſay,fleſhand ſpirit:now when we come | prayer, 

to powre forth our heart to the Lox », that 
which ly cs uppermoſt .will be ready to be pow- 
red forth firſt;and that which is ſpirituall, it may 
be, lycs in the bottome, and that 1s kept in,and ſo 
1man.may makea carnall prayer,though he be a | a holy man 
holy man; that is, when the fleſh hath gotten the | may makea 


ypper hand,as in ſome fits it may;whenthe mind | ca” eau 
is filled with worldly ſorrow, and worldly re- ; 
\joycing.and worldly defires,and theſe would be 
expreſied to'the Lord, It is a prayer that the 
Lord regards not, though the man bee holy, 
from whence it comes: but right prayer is this; | Righeprayer + 
when the regenerate part is acted and ſtirred vp, | what. 
[andrhe fleſh rhat hinders, muſt be removed. For 
[you know this, that whereſfoever there is a rege- ha 
nerate part in any man, there is a great aprnetle, hy 
in that ro call vpon God; and ic cannot be dif]; 
joyned from .it , but thar is not alwaycs ina&. | * _ ? 
As we ſce a fountaine ,:it hath alwayes an aptnes | Simile. || 
to powre forth water, it4s rcady to breake intoa | 
current, but if itbe ſtopped with ſtones and mud, | 
and other impediments, it cannot. breake out: ſo | | 
he that is a regenerate man, that hath a holy part'| an apmneſein|; 
It him , there is an aptneſſe to prayer. Which 1s | the regenerare} 
; ]that which our Saviougfaith, Mar.26.41. The ſþi- DD a 
1 i willisg, that is, Mere is alwayes 4 wrag 
Fs. x, ncenc 
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= HY neſle that followes the {pirit , or the regener:te 
| kelpes our in- | Part in a holy man, bur, ſaith he, zhe fleſh is back- 
firwities | ward, that is,it ſtops this fountaine,and therefore 
Rom8.27. | Rom.$,27.T he Spirit is ſaid there to helpe our infir- 
| Siymaile, | mities,and to make our requeits for us, that isyeven 
as a man removes ſtones from a fountaine with} 
his hands, and whcn he hath done thart,it breakes 
out into a current, ſo the holy GhoF removes this 
fleſh, that ſtops up this current, the ſpirit takes a- 
way thoſe carnall impediments thar arc in us: 
and not onely ſo , but ſtirreth up the regenerate 
part, and whenthar is done, we arc able to make 
a ſpirituall prayerunto God in Chr;ſt Ieſus, So that 
is the thing” that you are now.to obſerve, that 
the Spirit muſt heſpe our infirmities, when wee 
come to call upon God, and our prayers beſo 
farre acceptable as they be the fruites of the re- 
generate part; now wce want but one thing to 
adde in the definition. 
—_ pin They are ſuch prayers as are offeredto God in 
leſas Chriſt the name of Teſus Chriit. 

Pp... . This is a thing that you all know, that thoſe 
=... {prayers that are not offcred up in Chr;ſt , are not 
acceptable, becauſc the perſon is not regarded, 
It was the ſinne of 7 22iah in 2 Chron. 26. Hce 
would goe to the Temple himſelfe being a King 
on the throne, and hewould offer incenſe with- 
out a Prieſt, We doethe very ſelfe ſame thing 
whenſocver we goto offer up any prayer to God | 
withour eſis ChrittzTn the olde law men might 
bring cheir ſacrifices,but ſtill the Prieſt muft of- 
terthem ; ſo muſt we heye; and the reaſons gi-} 

3 ven, | 


q 
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ven, Revel.g becauſe the prayers that come from 
us favour of the fleſh , from which they come: 
andthe Anzel of the Covenant mingleth much in. 
aſe with them, and makes them tweet and accep- 
table to God,w:th much incenſe, that is, as the ficſh 
s more, ſo there needes more incenſe, that they | 
may be made acceptable to God the Father. So 
[that we have indede a double interceſſour ; one 
is, the Sp:r:t that helpes our infirmities , that helpes 
us ro make our. petitions, that quickens, and en- 
lgerh oar hearts ro prayer: The other is the 
interceſlour to. make them acceptable to: God, 
that he may receive them, and not refuſe and re- 
jk& them. So much ſhall ſerve for the firſt thing, 
to ſhew you whar the dutie is, what a rigar, 
true, and acceptable prayer is. 

Now tor the ſecond,why we uf pray Cforthat 


| 


objection a man may make ) the Lord knowes 

my minde well enough, and what needes ſuch an | 

expreſſion of it by prayer 2 The reafons briefly 

why the Zord' will haveus to pray, are taken; 
Partly from himſclfe; | 
And parily from us. 


ſtow mercies upon us, yerhewill have us ask his 
leave before he dothit. As, you know, fathers 


1. Fromhimſelfe,though hebe willing to be- D 


dowith their children,though they intend to be- 
ſtow ſuch chings upon rhiem,as are needfull, yer 
they will have cheir chilren to ask them, 8 as it 


willinga man ſhould paſiethrough thew ground, 
- they will have leaveasked, becauſe by that 
: F: meanes 
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©* AVEMY | Meanes the property 1s acknowledged,otherwiſe 
ledge his pro- | it would be taken 2s a common high way, ſothe 
perty in his | Lord will have his ſervants come and aske , that 
—_ they may acknowledge the property he hath jn 
| {thoſe gitts he beſtowes upon them: Indecde 0- 

| therwite wee would forget in what tenure we 


. - O . 
hold theſe bleſſings we enjoy, and what ſervice 


we owe to the Lord, as you know there is an ho- | 
mage due to the Lord, that the Lord might be! 
acknowledged , ſo the Lord will haue this dutie 
of praycr performed, that we may acknowledge! 
him, that we hol\l all of him , and that we might ; 
| remembcr the ſ{crvicethar we ought to doe lum, 
"| to riſe and goe at his commard , tat is, to doe 
| his ſervice, which we would be ready to forgct, 
| if we were not accuſtomed to the duty of calling 
on him. 
Likewiſe he will have it done for his honours 
' ſake, he will have men call upon him, that they 
| may learne to reverence him , and hkewiſe that 
| others might be ſtirred up to reverence him, and 
8 ' to honour him, and to feare him. The ſervznts of 
E "i d 588 il F a Prince doing honour and reverence to their 
3 © © | | Lord, they ſtirre up thoſe that arMookers on: 
i: And as the Schoolemen ſay of glory , Glory is 
- | Slorywhat. | properly this, not whena man hath an cxcellen- 
cie in him, ( for that he may have, and yer be 
without glory ) but;glory is an. oſtentation, a 
ſhewing out of thatiexEcllencic, Ir is the phralc 
that is uſed inthe SaErament; you ſhall celebrate 
the Sacrament that yaumay ſhew forth the Lords 
death; ſo the Lord williave us come and call up- 
" 25G on 
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on his name to ſhew forth the duty of prayer,and 
that we may ſhew forth his glory. This is for 
the Lo « d himſelfe, | 

Now for our ſelues, we are to doe it, partly, 
that the graces of his Spirit may be increaſed in 
is: for prayer exerciſeth our graces, every grace 
isexcrciſed in prayer , and they being exerciſed 
[xc increaſed. See an excellent place for this in 
Inde 20. That you may edifie your ſelues in the holy 
faith , praying in the holy Gho#t , as if he ſhould ſay, 
the way to edifie your ſelues, and build np your 


2*An reſpect of 


our (clues. 
I 


That the gra- 
ces in vs ma 
be increaſed, 


Tude 20. 


ſelues , isto pray in the holy Ghoſt, rhar is, fpirt. 
[tuall prayer , made through the you and afſt- 
ſtance,and ftrength of the holy Gho#t : Every ſuch 
prayer builds vs up, it increaſcth every grace in 
vs, faith, and repentance , and loue,, and obedi- 
ence, and feare, all are increaſed by prayer. 

. Partly , becauſe they arc exerciſed and ſer on 
—_ in prayer; forte very exerciſe increaſeth 
them. ; 

And partly alſo, becauſe prayer brings vsto 
Communion with God. Now, if good compa- 
ny increaſe grace , how mach more will Com- 
munion with the Lord himſclfc quicken and in- 
creaſe it 2 p 

Moreover,this duty is requyred, that we may 
be acquainted with God, for there is a ſtrangenes 
betwcene the Lordand vs, when we doe nor call 
[Pon his name. Ir is the ragumermy? hopes ou 

all finde in 186.22. cAcquaint thy ſeife 
Lord , that thou mayſt Prone wir him, and thou 
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( quaintance growes amongſt men, it is by-con. - 6 
Simil:, |\verfing togerher,by ſpeaking one to another:On —_ 
How acquain- | the other {1de, we ſay, when that is broken off, No! 
tance isg2iten | when they ſalute nor, when they ſpeake not to. "y 
54nd gether,aſtrangeneſſegrowes;ſo it is inthiswhen| Wl ®>* 
we come to the Lord, and are frequent, and fer. (doe N 
vent inthis duty of calling upon him, weegrow hurt 
acquainted with him, and withouritwee grow | - 
ſtrangers, -and the Lord dwells afarreoff,we are | i 

notable trobehold him, except wee be accuſto- o 
med to it, andthe more wee come into his pre- vher 
| ſence, the more wee are acquainted with him. -6_s 
Thercfore that is another reaſon why we ſhould 8 
uſe this, that we may ger acquaintance with the ap 

Lord. -n 

5 .Likewiſc, that we-may learne to be thankefull Fil 
To teach us |'tO him forthoſe mercies we have received from « 
e | him; for,if God ſhould beſtow mercics upon us 
unasked, we would forget them, his hand would | 0 
| | not be acknowledgedin them, and wee would m” 
Joon ſee his -providence in diſpoſing thoſe bleſ- 7 

{ings that we doe enjoy; but when wee cometo " 

aske every thing before him, we are then readie 

{ to ſce hishand more, and to-prize it more, and Fn 
| we are diſpoſed to more thankefulneſfe. So that 

Ie. itisaſure.rule commonly, What'we winne wit ' 
ny prayer, that wee wearc with thankefulneſſe, and E 
What wee get | that which we get without prayer, wee ſpend, Pr 

| woe $9?” |.anduſe without any lifting up of the hearr to e 
, 6 >. . . . is 

| ly, | God,in praiſing him,and acknowledging his hand n 

In. in beſtowing ut upon us ; ſo you lee whatthis du- 
glah" gh | A 
ty iS., And, ds 
2 one Secondly,| Wl _ 
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Secondly, why the Lord will have this duty 
erformed. 

Now, Thirdly , (ina word ) what is it to prey | 
antinually ? The word in the originall ſignifi- 
ah, ſuch a performance. of-this duty, that you 
doe not ceale to doe it,at ſuch times as. G o » 
requyres.it at your. hands. Compare this with 
that.in the ſecond Epiſtle to Timothy, 1, 3. The 
Apoſtle ſaith there , that he hath him in conts- 
mall remembrance, praying for him night and day, 
where the. ſame word is vicd that 1s here. Now 
we cannot thinke that the Apoſtle-had Timorhy 
ncontinuall remembrance , that he was never 
our of his thought, but the. meaning-is ,when 
lkedid call vpon G o »,, from day: to day, he| 
till remembrxed him. So that to pray continually, 
5to- pray. very . much , to pray at thoſe-times 
when God requyres vs to. pray. For it is the-de- 
faition thar Philoſophers give of idlcnes,a man 
then.ſayd ro be idle , when he dothnort thar 
vhich he ought,in the time when it4s requyred 
of him. He is an idle man that workes not, when 
[te ought to worke ;ſo he is ſayd.not to pray 
continually ,that prayes-not when hee ought to 
pray. So that I conceive this to be the meaning; 
of the Apoſtle, Rejoyce evermor: , (faith he) 
but when hte comes to this exhosration of 
[prayer, . he contents not himlelfe ro ſay, pray 
ery often, but pray continually , as*yyee vic 
sexpreſſe our ſelves when we2 would: hay 
ling frequently done , wee ſay , ſce thar yoube | 


Uwayes. doing of this. So the Apoſtles icope is 1. 
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; ro ſhew thar it ſhould bee exceeding often, and 
Ob. that it ſhguld be very much done, | Hence wee| 
A conſtant -| gather this. by the way ., that wee are bound 
couiſeof pray: | t© keepe our conſtant courle of calling vpon 
er, at leaſt . 

| iceaday iis | GOD 4 atthe leaſt twice aday , whatſoever we 
| our duty | 4Oe MOTE. 

Queſt. But you will ſay , What ground have you for 
that, why doe you inſtance in that twice a 
day * : 

- The ground of it is this , whenthe Apoſtle 
ww _ bids us pray continnally , doc it exceeding much, 
> 3% doe it very often, the leaſt we can doe it is twice| 
x, Fromth? | a dy, we may doe it oftener,but that,I fay,is the! 
rs” leaſt. When wee have ſuch a command as this, 
when we have ſuch a preceprt as this,pray contine-| 
2 From cxam- | ally , andthis rule illuſtrated by ſuch R—_— as 
,plcs. we have inthe Scripture , why is it recorded , if 

it be not true of every example in that kindethat 

is ſaid of the generall example, 1 Cor.10.They are 

written for ony learning ? When it is ſaid that Da- 

' vid praycd oft, and Daniel expreſly in Dan. 6.3. 

| Dan.6. 3 ' Heprayed three times a day, that was his conſtant 
: courſe,I ſay, we may thinke we arc bound to doc 
| itatthe leaſt rwice.a day, Conſider a little the 
Bm. reaſon of it why we are bound to doc it; Inthe 
ity Temple,you knowthe Lord was worſhippedtwile| 

| a day, there was the morning and the evenine ſacri- 

| fice. What was the ground of that commandc- 
3 TharGod | ment? There was no reaſon of it, butthat the 
| ety we” | Lord might be worſhipped,and that was thetime 
I | that he would have it donc twice a day,morning 
Hong evening : bur befides that , it was not _ 
tha 
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|2nd we take many of his creatures. Now we may 


ce; | 


he! 
Is, | 
fe ; 
as 
if 
at 
we 


£ 7 qs- FM 


oo SV » 
w— *- : 


«*$ 


— ————— 


thatthe Lord might be worſhipped, (wherein we 
ſhould follow that example of worſhipping bim 
morning and evening.) But likewiſe or occal1- 
ons are ſuch, that thar is the leaſt we.can doe to 
call upon him conſtantly morning are gpening: 
for there is no day but we uſe many Wings, 


nottake any of them withour his leave; ſo that 
thou art bound to aske for them before thou take 
them, and pray for a bleſſing upon them, or elſe 
thou haſt no right to them, thou haſt no lawtfull. 
uſe of them : that place is plaine, 1 T1m.4:Bvery 
Creature of God is good, and ought not tobe refuſed, 
if it be received with thankseivine; for it is ſantHficd 
by prayer. So that, if you take common bleſſings 
every day, and doe not ſceke them at the Lords 
hands before you take them, they are not ſanci- 
hed unto you, you have not a lawful uſe of them, 
you have no right unto them. | 
Belides, my Beloved, it is that which the Lord 
commands in every thing, Make your requeſts 
knowne in every thing, that is, waenſocver you 
neede any thing, make your requeſts knowne; {0 
mevery thizg grve thankes, And therefore the leaſt 
Wwecan doe when we have received,and doenced 
lomany mercics, is to give thankes, and to ſecke 
to him ſo often, from day to day. w 
Moreover, doe not our hearts necd ir, are they 
not ready to goe out of order, are they not ready 
to contract hardneſle, are they not ready to goe 
from the Lord, and to be hardened from Gods 


feare * Therefore this duty is needfulljn that re- 
| .gard,} 
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$ 
To get forgive. 
neſle of daily 


linngcs. 


Vſe r. 
Shewing the 
miſery of wic- 
ked men, in 
thatrhey can» 
© not pray, 


-red. 


| 


oard,to Com poſe them, and bring them backe g 
gaine in order. 

Moreover,doe not the finnes we commit dai- 
ly,put a neceſſity upon us,of doing this,that they 
may be forgiven, and done away, and that wee 
may be reconciled to Godagaine? Therefore doe 
not thinke thar it is an arbitrary thing to call up. 
on Ged twice a day, becaule rhereis no particu- 
lar expreſſe command ,, for if you conſider theſe 
places thar I have nanied, and the reaſons, wee 
ſhall ſee there is a neceſſitie ,lyes upon us t» doe 
it. So much ſhall ſerve for that, I come nowto 
make ſome uſc of this that hath beene deliye. 


Firſt,in that ſich prayers, as the Lord accepts, 
are an cxpreifion of holy defires, ſuch deliresas 
riſe from the regenerare part of a man: Hence 
rhen we {ee thar all naturall men.are ina miſera. 
ble condition, when times of extremity come, & 
when the day ot death comes, when there is no 
helpec inthe world,bur ſecking to the Lora, when 
all rhe creatures forſake them, and are not able 
to helpethem, and there is no way to goeto the 
Lord but by praycrzif prayer be an effect, & fruit 
of the regencrate part of a man, a carnall man 
is not able ro helpe himſelfe, he is in a miſerable 
condirion. Therefore let men conſider this that 
purall off to times of extreamitie. Put the caſe, 
thou haſt warning enough,at ſuch atime; put the 
caſe thou haſt the uſe ot thy underſtanding, yet 
thou art not able to doe any good withour this: 
for, if there be notgrace in the heart, thou art 

EEE; ” not, 


I” 4 "IO 


Is 
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notable ro make a ſpirituall prayer tothe Lord, 
that the Lord accepts, Theretore rake heede of 
deferring, and putting off, labour to be rege- 
nerate, to have your hearts renewed, while you 
have time, and if thou be nor able to call upon 
G94 in the time of health, how wilt thou doe ir 
whenthy wits, and thy ſpirits arc ſpent,and loſt, 
and in the times of fickneſſe and exticamitie ? | 
Therefore let that be conſidered, which we doe 
but touch by the way briefly. 

Secondly , if the Lord command this, if it 
bethe command of God, Pray continually : Then 
take heede ofnegledting this duty, rather be ex- 
horted to be frequent, and fervent in ir, to coxtz- 
me therein, and watch thereto with all perſeverance. 
is acommon fault amongſt us, cither we are 
rady to omit 1t,or to come to it unwillingly, or 
eſe we performe it ina careleſſe, and negligent 
manner, not conſidering, what a command lyeth 
upon the ſons of men to performe it conſtantly , 
andconſcionably. I betcech you conſider this, 
thatit is apriviledge purchaſed by the blood-of 
leſus Chr/;t, Chri#t dycd for this erd,it colt him 
the ſh:dding of his blood, That we through him, 
meht have entrance tothe throne of grace - and wall 
youler ſuch a-priviledge as this lye ſtill 2 If you 
doe, ſo farre as is in you, you caulc his blood to 
be ſhed in vaine : for,if you neglect the priviied- 
gs gotten by that blood, ſo far you neglect the | 
blood, that procured them ; but't1o neglect rhis 
duty, is roneglect that, Befides,* if weaske you. 
|thereaſon, why you abſtain from otherfins, why 

C | | 


you: 
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Morives to 
prayer, 
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| The example 
of Saints. 
[Dan,6.10- 


4 
| The equity of 


it, 


 feſſion of living without God 1n the world ; wee 


you ſtcale not,. why you commit not adultery, 
and murther , The rcaſon that you give, is, be- 
cauſe theL o x » hath commanded you. Hath 
notthe Lox » commanded you to pray con. 
ſtantly, ar all times £ If you make conſcience of 
one commandement, why doe you not of ano- 
other ? 

Conſider Darxtel in this caſc,in the 6.0f Day;el, 
he would not omit a conſtant courſe of prayer, 
he did it three times a day, and that was his or- 
dinary cuſtome.If he would not omitit to ſpare 
his lite, if hee would not omit it in ſuch a caſe of 
danger as that, why will -you omit it for buſi. 
neſle, for a little advantage , for alittle gaine, 
for a little wealth or pelfc, or pompe, or plea- 
fure, or whatſoever may draw you from that 
dutic ? 


Doe but conſider what an unreaſonable, and 
what an unequall thing it is, that when the Lord 


gives us meatc and drinke, and cloathes, from | 


day to day, when he gives us ſleepe every night, 
when he provides for us ſuch comforts, as wee 
have neede of, as there is not the leaſt creature 
that doth us any (crvicc, bur as farre as he ſets it 
on worke to doe that ſervice; for us to forget 
him,. and not to give him thankes, and not to 
aske theſe rhings at his hands, notto ſeeke unto 
him, bur to live as without God #n the world, as we 
doe, when we neglect this duty: I ſay,it is a pro- 


are ſtrangers to him, it is open rebellionagainſt 
him. "Therefore take heede of omitting it, take 
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Befides all this, wee ſhould doe it for our $ 
owne ſakes, if we conſider what uſe we have of | The benefitot 
this duty for our ſelves. Is it not the key that | | 
openeth all Gods treaſures * When heaven was 
ſhur up, was not this the key that opened? When 
the wombes were ſhut up, was not this it that 0- 
pened * Yqu know, El:ah prayed for raine; {o we RT 
[may ſay for every other bleſſing. All Gods rrea- | PF 100.07 
(ures arc locked up,to thoſe thar doc not call up- | godsrreafures, 
on his name, this opens the doore to them all, 
whatſoever they be that we have occaſion to ule, 
this is effectuall, ir doth it better than any thing | 
beſides. If a man be ſicke, I will be bold co ay it, | 
afaithfull prayer is more able to heale his diſcaſc | 
than the beſt medicine, The prayer of faith ſhall 
heale the ſicke, Tam. . You know,the woman that 
had the bloody iſſue, when ſhe had ſpent all up- 
on Phy ſitians, and could doe no good, then ſhe 
comes to Chriſt, and offcred a fauhtull prayer to 
him, that did it, when ſo many yeares phyſicke 
could not doe ir. Beloved,if rhere be a Prince, or a | 
great man, whoſe minde we woull haverturned | 
towards us, a fairhfull prayer-will doe it {ooner 
than the beft friends. So it was with Nehem:ab , | 
you know his requeſt, rhat the Zord would gw'e | Nehem. 1.817, | 
h:m favour in the ſight of th: man, if we be in any | 
ſrair,as it was in Joſephs cafe,if we have any dith- | 
cult matter to bring to paſſe,this prayer and ſeek- 
ing to the Lord,will expedite,and ſcrus ar libertie 
ſooner,it will finde a way to bring it about more 
than all the wits in the world$becauſe it fers God 
on worke. You have no power to doe any thing. | 
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rayer preva- 
cat, 


| 
6 

It is the beſt 

way to fiil the 

hcart with1o y, 


pony 
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et eee th 


Tames Cs 22, 


| 


| make yaur requeits knowne, and the peace of God ſhall 


Certainly a praying Chriſtian that is prevalent 
and potent with God, ( that ſeekes to him) he is 
ablz to doe more than all the witches in the 
world,they ſet the divell a worke;but prayer ſets 
Goa a worke, it ſets him a worke to.doe us. good, 


and to healc us,and to deliver us ut ofextremi- 
| ties:and therefore, I ſay,for our ownglakes, even 
out of ſelte-love,and for common comforts, you | ' 


have neede to uſethis. Certainly, if theſe things 
were belceved, (but you heare them, you give ug 
the hcaring forthe time, burifithey were belec- 
ved,ymany would be more trequent inthis duty, 
they would not be ſo negligent in it,, ot come 1n 
ſo carelefle a manner toit.. 

B:lidesthis, I beſcech you to conſider this, e- 
very man deſires joy and comfort,& commonly 
one thing taat keepcs us off from this duty, 1s| 
{ports and pleaſures, onething or other, that we 
take delight in, which dampe and hinder us in 
theſe things, in ſpiritual performances : Prayer 
is the beſt way ofall otherto fill thy heart with 
joy, as we ſce in 94.16.24: he ſairh there, . 77 »y 
name you have ashed nothing hitherto,. bat now aske, 
that your joy may be ful. This is. one motive that 
Chriſt uſerh-to exhort us to bee frequent 1n this 
duty.that our joy. may befull:. This.I raketo be 
the mcaning of that of Tames 5: If any.man be ſad, 
let him pray, not onely becauſe prayer is ſutable 
to ſuch adiſpoſition,. but likewiſe it will cheere! 
himup, iris the way to get comfort, 1f any be 
fſad,let himpray. So itisin Phil. 4. 6. Tn all things 


hkeepe' | 
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keepe you in the communion of 1eſus Chrift : That is 
it Wc brings peace,and quietneſſe, and therefore 
there is much reaſon,why we ſhould be conſtant 
in this duty,it is that which quickens us, it 1s that 
which fills us with joy, and comfort, and with 
peace, which is that every one deftres, 
Morcover,conſider it is thy bucklcr, prayer is 


[the helmer that keepes rhee ſafe;when a man neg- 


les ir, when he ccaſeth to goeto God by prayer, 
when he once ſhewes himſclie to be a ftranger to 
the Lord by negleRing this duty, then hee is our 
of the pales of his protection, like the contes that 
ge out of their burrowes , for ſo is the Lord to | 
thoſe that pray, the Lord is a protection to thoſe 
that call upon his name. The very calling upon 
his name is a running under Gods wings, 2s it 
were, that is, a putting our ſelves under his ſha- 
dow; but when thou neglecteſt thar, thou wan- 
dreſt abroad from him. Now doe we not neede 
proteion from outward dangeMt from: day to 
day: doe wenot need to be kepFtrom the inward 


| danger of ſinne and temptation? Surely prayer 1s 


one part of the ſþirituall Armpur, as we 1ee Eph. 6: 
In the compleat Armorof God, prayer is reckoned up 
the laſt,as that that buckles up all the reſt ; ſaith 
the Apoſtle, Continue in prajer, 4nd watth to it with 
prrſeverancce, And you have the more reaſon to 
do it, becauſe it is not only a part of this armour, 
but it enablzs youto uſeall the reſt, ro uſe the 
word, 8 to uſe faith, for prayer ſtirs them up all. 
What is it to have Armour , end not to have it 


[ready* now praycr makes it ready. Thetfore you 
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Mar.26,41, 


=” 
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Note. 


Wee cannot 
love Chriſt,but 
, wee mult call 


upon him, 


ſee Chriſt preſcribesrhe ſame rule in Mat.26. 41; 

. Pray that: ye enter not into temptation : as if that 
were the way to ſecure us, andtoſhelterus, ang 
to keepe us ſafe from falling into temptation. It | 


ecke to the” Lord continually.. Therefore, if we 
ſhould uſe onely this reaſon to you, to be con- 
ſtant in this duty, becauſe itis for your ſafery, 
ic were ſufficient, You know whena man is 454 
Citty whoſe walls are broken downe, when hee lyes 
expoled to temptation, he is in a dangerous caſe, 
So I may ule this Dilemma to you, It you have a 
diſpoſition, if you thinke thus,I hope I am well 
enough, I hope my heart 1s tn a temper good 
enough, Iam not now expoſed to any temprta- 
tion, I feare nothing, make this argument againſt 
thy iclfe , Why doe I neglect ſo good a gale, if 
my heart beſo well diſpotedto pray, why doe 
I chenomiritit © Againe,if there be any indiſpo-| 


ſition ia me, why doc I hazard my ſclte? whatif 
Sathan ſhould 4 upon thee £ whatif the world 
ſhould ſet upon thee * what if a ſutable temprati- 
on agreeableto thy luſts be offercd? art thou not] 
in dangere2and thereforea conſtant courſe ſhould 
be kept inir, we ſhould take hecd of being negli-| 
gertin it, And willa mannow profcſle that hee 
hopes he is the ſervant of God, and ina goode- 
ſtare,alrhough he do not pray ſo much as others, 
(we ſpeak nor of frequency fi mply, but of ſucha 
performance as is required)I {ay,to profcſlethar 
thou arta ſervant of Chri##, and that thou loveſt 


is athing I would adviſe you to, ropray, and to | 


him, and that hee isthy husband, and that thou 


art 
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from day'to day,this is an idle thing, it is impoſ- 
ible; if rhou diddeſt love him, thou wouldeſt 
expreſſerhy ſelfe in calling upon his name. Shall 
1 friend that is but an acquaintance to us, in 
whom wee delight, come to us, and wee are 
willing to fpend many houres with him; and 
ſhall we profefle our ſelves to be friends of God; 
and him to be a friend of us, and rhat we delight 


monthing amongſt you , when you ſce a man 
that medirates all his matters himſelfe, or if hee 
doe open his minde, and tell them to ſome bo- 
dic elſe, it muſt bee ſuch an one as profeſſeth 
to be a friend to him ; now if this friend ſhould 
never heare from him, nor hee ſhould never 
ſpeake to him, or if hee doe, itis in ſuch a nzg- 
ligent manner, as it may appeare, hee doth nor 


forum, and he doth ir ſo ſhortly, that hee can 
ſcarcely tell what the buſineſle is; I ſay;in ſuch a 
caſe, would you not reckon his profeſſion of 


Now apply itto thy ſelf,thoſe that ſay they have 
communion with God, and they hope rheir e- 
ſtate is good enough, they ſtand in good tearmes 
with him, bur yet,if they be in any neceſſity, for 


ſelves, . or they are apc enough to declare them 
to man, orifrhey goe to God, they doe it neg- 
ligently, they poſt over the matter, ſo as. they 


truſt him, hee doth not regard what he can doe 


friendſhip ro be an idle, and-empry. profeſſion * ' 


all the marters and occaſions that fall out from 
day to day, either they thinke of themin them- 


have 


in him, and yet negle& this duty? This is a com: | 


. Ifwe be friends 


| 
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of God, wee| 
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ſtate by prayer. 
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have ſcarce leiſure ro expreſſe:themſelves ang 
their doings.z doe youthinke hee will take ſuch 
for friends ? and doe you thinke, thatthis is ; 
true,ſound and hearty profeſſion £ Therefore 
(to end-this) 1 befeech'you conſider it, 
and take heede: of. being remiſſe, and 
negligent inityyou ſec it is a com- 
mand from the 'Lerd, 
Pray continually. 


And ſo much for this time. 
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Pray-continually. 
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(3 ZX 7) INOre * neceſlary 9 than that wee. 
thisduty,fince the. very life of Religion conſiſts 
nit?) I addethis toall I'preſſed in the morning, 
that if you do neg it, it expoſeth-you to great 


the inward manz and there-are but theſe two that 
you needeto care for, | | 


| 


Z: 2 livered, . but to preſſe this point]: 
$32\ On us alittle further, (for what is: 
Pa 


F& ſhould keepe a conſtant courſe in 


diſadvantage, both for the ourward man,and for: 
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I 
In' the out- 
. ward man. 


| $Simile. 


| 2 
In the inward 
man. 


Simile. 


{ Iob I 5.4+ 


For the outward man, it deprives you of th 
bleſſings: pur the caſe, you have never ſo good 
ſucceſſe in your enterprizes; putthe caſe you 
have outward comforts in abundance, yer till 
the bleſſing is wanting ; and notonely ſo, bur ir 
uncovers the roofe, as it were, and the curſe is 
rained downe upon your tables,upon your meat 
and drinke, upon all the enJeavours, and all the 
enterprizes you take in hand. We conſider not 
what we doc, when we neglect this duty, what 
dangers we expoſe ourſelves unto from day to 
day ; for itis onething to have outward com- 
forts,and another thing to have the bleſſing with 
them. 

Beſides, conſider what lofle you ſuffer inthe | 


inward man, when you neglect this duty atany | 
time; forthat is ready to be diſtempered, and 


to goe out of order, it is ready to contract hard- 
| neſſe, to contract ſoil? ;, ſpirituall grace is ready 
| ro decay. Ir falls out with mans hearr,as it doth 
; With a garden that is neglected , it will quickly | 
be overrunne with weedcs, if you looke notd:-! 


ligently to it; and the way to looke to it is con-| 
ſtancy inthis duty. That is a notable place, 7% 
15.4: When Eliphaz, obſerved ſome diſtemper in 
Tobs affeions-(as he apprehended it) he tells him 
that the ſpeech hce vicd was not comely, but 
vaine, and finfull: and what then? Surely 1ob(ſaith 
| hee) thou reſtraineſt prayer from the Lord: As it he 
{ ſhould ſay, it is impoſſible, 706, that thou ſhoul- 
| deſtfall into theſe diſtempers, if thou diddeſt 
| keepe thy courſe conſtantly in this duty ; there- 


| —_— 
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fore | 


| fore ſurely, ſaith he,thou reſtraineſt prayer from 


thus to keepe a conſtant courſe, for which you 
heard ſo many reaſons in the morning, I ſay, re- 
member this caution) rhat if it be performed in a 
formall, or ina cuſtomary, and overly manner, 
you were as good to.omit it altogether: 'for the 
Lord takes not our prayers by number, but by: | 
Waight : whien it is an outward: picture, 


th. ati. 
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the Zord, So it is with us, let us reſtraine prayer 
from God, and diſtempers will ariſe quickly in 
our ſpirits,. worldly-mindednefle will be readic 
to grow upon us, wee ſhall be aptto be carnal, 
we ſhall forget God, and forget our ſelves, and 
forget the good purpoles,--and deſires wee had : 
and therefore that you may keepe your hearts 
in order, you muſt keepe a conſtant courſe inthis 
dutie: forif you doe, (though your peace be in- 
terrupted) this will repaire it againe, it will make 
up the breaches againe, though there be ſome | 
ditempered affe&ions, that grow upon us, = 
prayer will compoſe all. As fleepe compoſerth 
drunkenneſſe,ſo prayer will compole the atfeRi. 
ons, a man may pray himſclte ſober againe, no- 
thing doth it ſoofier, nothing doth it more cffc- 
Qually ; and this you ſhall finde, that as you, ci- 
ther omitir, or ſlight it over , ſo you ſhall finde 
aproportionable weakenefſe growing upon the 
award man, as the 'body feeles, when 1t neg- 
leceth either ſleepe, or dyet, or exerciſe: there- 
tore;to end this exhortation, let us be conſtant 
In it, 
Onely remember this, (when we exhort you 


Inwarddiſtem- [ 
pers ariſe, if 

ac be neg- 
eted, 


Simile, 
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Wee were as' 
good not pray 
' at all, as doe it 
in a formall 0- 
'verly manner, 


a dead | 
carcaſle: 
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When prayer 1s 
performed a- 
right, 


Simile. 


.Simile, 


Prayer in acu' 
ſtomary man- 
ner amends 

'not the heart. 


Pn hs a. Ee. en in ett died 


| and be fit for uſe: ſo when your hearts are urfi, 
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carcalle of prayer, when there is no life, no fer. 
vency 1n it, hee regards it not. Be not deceived 
In this, ir is a very uſuall deccit, it may -bee a 
mans conſcience would bee upon him, if hee 
ſhould omir :it alrogether ; and therctore when 
he doth ſomething, his heart is ſatisfied, and 
{o hee growes worſe and worle-; therctore, 
conſider, that the very doing of the dutie, is 
not that which the Lord <4 Ang but hee will 
have it ſo performed, that the end may be ob. 
tained, and thar the thing may be effected, for 
which you pray.If a manſend his ſcrvant to goe 
to {ſuch a place, itis not his going to and fro thar 
be regards, but hce would have hum todiſpatch 
the butinetle; ſo in all other workes, hee cares 
not for the formality of performance, but 
would have the thing ſo done, that it may be 
of uſe to him: It you ſeta ſervant to make a fire 


for you, and he goc, and lay ſome gr ood 
together, and perhaps put a ſenſes cer 
this is not to make a fire for you, bur he muſt, ci- 


ther get dry wood,or hemuſt blow till it burne, 


when they are like greene wood, when _ come 

to warme them, and to quicken them by praycr 
to God, it may be you poſt over this duty, and 
leave your hearts as colde, and as diftempercd as 
they were bcfore: My Beloved, this is not to per- 
forme this duty. This duty is cffeually pertor- 
med, when your hearts are wrought upon by it, 
and whenthey are brought to a better tune, and 


toa better temper thanthey were beforc. of = 
| ade 


find fin 
them 0 
poſtula 
(give o 
your [c 
pertect 
t00 MU 
them, 
and un: 
lifrup-\ 
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ind ſinfull luſts there, your buſineſle is tro worke 
them-out by prayer, to reaſon the matter, toex- 
poſtulate the thing before the Lord, and not to Io F 
vive over, till you have ſer all the wheeles of |,,. > wa 
our {oule right, till you. have made your hearts 
perfect with God; and if you finde your hearts 
too much cleaving to the world,you muſt weane | 
them, and take them off, it y ou finde a deadnefle, 
2nd unaptnes,and indiſpoſition in'you, you muſt 
liftup-your foules ro the Lord, and not give 0- 
yertill you be quickened;and thus is to pertorme | 
the dutic in ſuch a manner as the Lord accepts, 
oherwiſe it is an hypocritical performance: | g,,,.:c. 
forthis is hypocrific, when a man isnot willing | whae, 
tolet the dutie goe altogether, nor yet is willing 
to performe it fervently, aad in a quicke,: and 
xcalous manner : for hee that omits 1taltogether 
is profane perſon , and hee that performes ir Nge. 
\zealouſty, and to purpoſe, is an holy man; but 
a hypocrite goes betweene both , hee would 
doe ſomerhing art it, but hee will. not doe it 
throughly, And therefore, if thou finde that 
thou haſt ſlubbered over this dutie from day to 
day, that thou performeſt ir in a negligent man- 
ter, and perfunRorily , know that it is an. hy- 
pocriticall performance; and therefore when we 
Ipend ſo-much time in exhorting you to- a con- 
ſtant courſe in this dutie, ſtill remember , that 
you muſt performe it in ſuch a manner, that it 
may have heate, and life in ir, that it may be ac- 
Cptable ro- God, and doe good -to- your owne 


carts, to bring them toa more holy frame of 
grace, 


—— 


x Object. 
This duty re- 
quireth much 
time. 


A nſw : 
1 hreefold. 


K+ 1.1 LIE w. 
The time ſpent 
in prayer hin- 
 dreth not+ 


Mal. 3u1I0, 


Simile. 


2AM aſw. 
It is greater 
than worldly 
bulineſle, and 
therforc ſhould 
beprefgred. 


Sy 
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Us 
duric. - to 
And if you objec now, T, butit will coſt us in! 
much time to doe this © | | of 
Indeed, one common cauſe, among all the reſt, fel 
that keepes us oft trom the thorow performance jc 
of this duty, isthis : but (to ſpeake to that in a th 
word) remember this, that the time thar is ſpent al 
incalling upon God, hinders you not in your fi 
buſinefle, though it ſeeme to hinder you, and 0 
though ittakes ſo much from the heape, yet in-| WM. | 
| deede it increaſeth the heape,as it 1s ſaid of tithes t 
| and offering, Bring them in, and thinke not, that 0 
| becauſe you lecſlen the heape;that you are poorer , 
| men, no, ſaith the Lord, it will increaſe your { 
| ſtore, I will open the windowes of heaven, and you 
ſhall have ſo much the more forir, ſo it is true in t 
this caſe; In other things you ſee it well enough. 
| You know, the baiting of the horſe hinders not 
| the journey, andthe oyling of the wheele, and 
-the whetting of the fithe, though there be a ſtop 
inthe worke for atime, yet, as our common ſay- 


| ing is, awher is noler, and the doing of this is no 
impediment. ; 

Secondly,put the caſe it were, yet is it notthe 
greater buſineſſe 2 what is it that you get by all 
your labours, and trayailes 2 if it be riches, it 
comes not into any compariſon with grace, and 
holineſſe, with that riches wherewith prayer 
makes you rich. - But, fay it be ſomeyſhat more 
noble than that,as learning, and knowledge; = 

| what 
@ 


ed 


_— 


ed a. ee 
- 
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|beſt excellencie « When Adam was in Parad:ſe, | 


|thoſe ſpiriruall gifts, which are better than all the 
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what is that to the renewing of Gops image in 
us £ were. it not better to ſpend time to get grace 
to make vs rich ts God, to make ys to ger ſtrength 
inthe inward man, to paſſe through all varieties 
of afliions, in getting that which is the chie-. 
feſt excellencic off all others: for is not that the 


the having of Gods Image, you know, itexceclled 
all other excellencjes in the world,and ſo it doth | 
ſtill, and the more you pray, the more you get 
of this Image - for a man of much prayer is al- 
wayes a man of much grace, it much increaſcth 


outward things you can get by your imploy- 
ment and diligence in them : therefore, I ſay, 
though it doe ſpend you much time, yet know 
(as Chriſt ſaid to Mary ) he that prayes much, 
though he bee a great loſer in othcr things, yet 
he chooſeth the better part. 

Laſt of all, conſider this, when thou commeſt 
to offer ſacrificeto God, wouldeſt thou offer that 
which coſt thee nothing 2 If thy continuing in 
prayer, and ſpending much time in it ſhould coſt 
thee ſome diſadvantage in thy affaires,and ſhould 
loſe thee that which another gaines , that thou 
getteſt not ſo nauch knowledge, as another man 
doth, thou doeſt not ſo much in thy trade, in thy 
buſineſſe , thou doeſt nor ſet things in order, as 
thou mighreſt haue done z yet know this , that it 
ls great wiſedome to make our ſervice to God 
coltly to us; you know Dewids choiſe: Shal 7 offer 


—— 


| 


| 


! 


What is mans 
beſt excellency 


Prayer increa- | 
ſeth Gods I+ 
mage. 


3 Anſw., 
Wemuſt per- | 
form it though 
withdiſadvan, 
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2 Object. 


| In reſpeRt of 


unk tneſle. 


I nſw. 


God accepts 
the will for the 
deed, when, 


2 Cor.$:12,13 


Ann: 
The beſt fit- 
ting toir, is to 
fall ypon' per- 
formance, 


| buſineſſe, and poſt it over,, becauſe of-other 


itas well as thou canſt, theughthoudoc it not ſo 


—_—_ ——_—_— 


hie would needes give the worth'to: Araunuh the | 


tebuſite for that which he bought, and therefore | 


ſince itis to a good maſter”, that ſeeswhatyou |. 
' doe, that knowes what it coſteth, and what loſſe 


you arcat, and withall, that is willing andablz 
to recompence it, why ſhould:you ſhorten this 


occaſtons , and other buſineſle that you havet9 
doe ? 

Oh, bur, aman will ſay further , Tam willing 
to doc it, but I am unfit for it, and it may be the 
longer I ſtrive, the more unfic I grow. 

Fo this I anſwer, firſt,in-generall, if thou doe 


well as thou wouldeſt, inthis-caſe, God accepts 
the will for the deede,when a man puts his ſtrength 
toit, when there is-no indHligence in him, when 


there is no4azineſle, ( for-in that caſe he will not 
accept the will for the deede, but) whena man 
doth his vtmoſt, asthoſe that would have given 
more,and could nor, their will was accepted for 
the deede, in 2 Cor.$. 12, 1fay, when thou doeſt 
what thou canſt , when thou ſpareſt no labour to 


get thy heart uponthe wing, to raiſe and quick- 


cenir, andto inlarge it in this-dutie : there God 


accepts 1t. . 


But againe, Tadde further; there is an unskil- | 


fulneſſ&in going about this dutie: many times 
when we are not fit, we thinke to make our ſelves 
fitter, by ſpending time in thoughts;and medita- 
tions before, which I denie not but they-may be 
profitable, bur yet this-I will propound to - 

X that 


| 


— 


— 
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har the beſt way to fitour ſelves to this. dutie, 


{when we finde an-indiſpoſition unto it, is, not to 


ſtay till we have 467 284 our ſelves by medita- 
tion, bur tg fall preſently upon the duric, ( I will 
give you the rcaſon of it) becauſc, though a pre- 
paration is required for the performance of eve. 

ſpirituall dutic, yet, the remote preparation is 
that which is intended, and meant, when we ſay 
we muſt prepare: for,if we ſpeake of that which 
is immediate , the very doing of thedurie is the 
beſt preparation to it, For example, if a man 
were to-runne a race, if hewere to doe any bodi- 
ly exerciſe , there muſt be ſtrength of bodice, he 
muſt be fed well, that he may have abilirie; but 
the uſe of the very exerciſc itſelte, the very par- 
ticular a&t,that is of the ſame kind with the exer- 
ciſe, is the beſt to fithim for it: ſo in this duty of 
prayer it is true, to -be ſtrong in the inward man, 
to have much knowledge, to have much gracc, 
makes a man able,and fit for the duty; bur if you 


(peake of the immediate preparation for it, I ſay, 
the beſt way to prepare us , is the very duty it 
lelfe; as all ations, of the ſame kinde, increaſe 
the habits, ſo prayer makes us fit for prayer;and 
that is a rule, The way to godlineſſe is in the compaſſe 
if godlineſſe it ſelfe ; that 1s,the way to growe 1n a- 
ly grace is the exerciſc of that grace, 

It is a poyntthat Luther preſſed, and ghe prel- 
led-it our of his owne experience, and this rea- 
ſon he vſeth ; In this caſe, ſaith he , when a man 


owne thoughts;now he gees abqut to overcome 


2 his | 


EET 


Stmile. 


Exerciſe of 
grace increa- 
ſcth it. 


Tote. 


ﬆ.,- 1 


Note this ex- | 
preſſion of 


#her, 


goes about to fit himſclfe, by working on his | 
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his unfitneſſe by his owne ſttength , and tocon- 
tend with Sathan alone; but when a man feeleth | 
an indiſpoſition, and goes to God by prayer, and 
reſts on Godto fit him , hee rakes Gov s ſtrength 
to oppoſe the indiſpoſition, and deadnefle of his 
ſh, and the temptations of Sathan, that hinder 
him,and reſiſt him. Therefore you ſhall find this 
to be the beſt way to fit your ſelves for prayer, 
ey labourine | namely,to performe the duty. If you ſeeke to ex- 
againſt indiſ-| yedite, and devolue your ſelves out of your un- 
potion by | fitneſſe,by the working of your owne thoughts, 
ireageh wee | Commonly,you involue your ſelves farther into 
oo |thoſe labyrintl:s,and are caught more and more, 
os Bur this I ſpcake by the way concerning matter 
of unfitneſſe, The maine anſwer to this objei- 
on,is that which I gave you before, that if a man 
doc what he can, and doe it faithfully ,and in fin- 
cerity, that indiſpoſition ſhall not hinder him 
but ſtill remember, it muſt be done, it is not an 
excuſe to vs, at any time, nor ought to be, that 
we ſhould omit the duty wholly, under pretence 
of an unfitneſſe, 
Obieff. | Thirdly,aman is ready to ſay againe,but I find 
| ' many diffcukics,how ſhall doto removethem? 
Lnfw. The beſt way hereunto,is the very naming of 
| 64 0000p the difficulties to you, that you may know them, 
i yer, thar | 5 | | 
makes irdiffi-| and make account of them; cliefore you muſt 
bone confider this in generall , thar, indeede, itis not 
an Eaſte thing'to/Tall vpon Go d conſtantly : 
our miſprifion of the dutie , or rechoning of 
ir, that 1t is a more facile , andafic rhing, than 


_— 


| it is, niakes vs mor@ to llightit, and cauſeth | 


- 
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=H ns. not to goe about.itwith that intention, which 
n- | WF otherwiſe we would , but confider a little what '# + 
th it is. The dutie is very ſpirituall, and our | Tmpediment. 
- hearts are carnal, and ir is no caſte thing to | Ourhearts are 
by | bring {piriruall duties, and carnall hearts roge- |", 
ſer Beſides, our natures arc very backward to 
his come into the Lords preſence , partly by rea-|,_ * 
M ſon of his great glory, by reaſon of his Majcſt __ 

g giOTY, DY JEITY, | ro come into 
Ne who dwels im light unacceſsible , and our: Weake | Godspreſence, 
md eyes are apt to be dazeled with it; and partly our | 4%: 
ts, of an unaccuſtomednes, we are not.vicd to it, and 
wy therefore we are ready to fly from him, as beaſts 
aa that are wilde, and arc not tamed to our hands, | g;y;/-, 
_ are ready to fly from us, ſo backward is our na- 
ti. ture to come into his preſence, 
*S Againe,the variety of occafions hinders us, c- 
__ very thing keepes us backe ; if a mans heart bee | 3 
w. cherefull, it is apt to delight inother things, if | Variety - _ 
an 2mans heart be ſad , onthe other ſide, if itbea |. 
at | 8 [flight ſadnefle, men are ready to driveit away | | 
26s with company,and with ſports, and with doing 

| | other things ; andif the ſadneſle be great, we are 

nd [wallowed vp with anguiſh of ſpirit, and then a- 
Ne nything is cafier thanto pray,as you may fee by 
of Idzs, it was eaſter for him to diſpatch himſeltc, | 
mn, thanto goe and call vpon Goa; ſo it is with men, | Note this. 
aſt when they have excciſive gricfe , when their an- 2 
4 euiſh of heart is cxcceding great: ſo that, whe- 
n ther a man hath a cheercfull diſpoſition, or a| _ 
rn [{ad, whether the ſadnes be greator ſmal,ſtil] you | | 
ry z finde a difficultie: '1f we Beidle, and have | 
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5: 
Want of faith 
in Gods powcr 
& providence. 


bn 


When we are 
ſo backward to 


pray to God. 


nothing to doe, our hearts will bee poſſeſt with 
vaine thoughts; and', if wee be full of buſineſſe | 
that diſtracts us alſo, and indiſpoſcth us , onthe 
other ſide: {oſtill there are impediments, 

Bur there is one great impediment, among the 
reſt,and moſt common, which is worldly cares, 
and worldly-mindednefle, worldly cares hinder 
 ſpirituall prayer, and ſpirituall conference, and 
the holy perfarmance,almoſt,of every duty;and 
therefore if you finde a difficulty in it,looke nary, 
rowly , if that be not the cauſe. | 


in prayer , of ſuch.backwardneſle to ir, of ſuch 
indiſpoſttion tot, is, becauſe wee doe not well 
confider the nature of God, we want faith in his 
| poxwer , and in his providence, we doe not con- | 
| fider, that he haththar diſpoſing hand, which he 
| hath inevery thing that belongs to us, in health, 
in ſickneſle, in poverrtie, in riches, in good luc- 
 cefle, and ill ſucceſle : for, if we did ſee the pro- 
vidence of God, and acknowledge it more, wee 
ſhould be ready to call vpon him, bur chis want 
of faith in his providence , that the Zord isnot 
| ſcene in his grearneſſe, andin his mighty power, 
this caulerh men to bee backward to ſceke to 
him, but very forward to {ccke to the creatures. 
When we have any thing to doe, of any conle- 
quence, we are ready to poſt from: this man to 
that man, and from this meanesto that meanes, 
bur very backward,and negligent to go to God,in 
prayer, to have the thing brought to- paile, that 


wee deſire, and this arifeth from want of _ 
| an 
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Againe, another great cauſe of this difficultic | 
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and from ignorance of God, and our not confi- | 
deration of him. 
Beſides, Sathan hinders vs exceedingly in this 6 

dutie; for he knowes of what moment it is, and —_— hin- 
of what conſequence , and therefore he doth as ONE 

the L1ramites did , he fights not azainſt ſmall nor 
great, but againit the King , he knowes it is this 
(dury which quickens every grace, it is the grea- 


teſt enemy, Which he hath, and if lie can keep us 


i King 22.31, 


from prayer , he hath the vpper hand of us, hee 
hath wreſted the weapon our of our hands, he 
I |hath diſarmcd us, as it were, and then he may 
doc what he will with us. 
| Likewiſethe ſins we commir,cſpecially groſle 7 
lines, they are a great hindranceto this dutie, | The commilli- 
and keepe how the ſpirituall, and checretull per- | on ofgreat 
formance of it: for finne wounds the conſci- | 
ence, it diſjoyneth , and diſmembers the ſoule, 
anda diſioynted member, you know, is unfit ro | 5yj/e. 
doe any bufineſſe ; yea when the ſinne 1s healed, 
| |and forgiven, yer there is aforcneſle left inthe | 
heart, though ſome aſſurance of pardon ſhould 
follow, upon the commiſſion of a great ſinne, ſo 
thar,, that is another impediment. I muſt not 
ſtand to reckon vp many , we ſhall find enough 
by continuall experience, 
- Oncly this uſe we muſt make of ir, that, if the Yſe 1. 
impediments be ſo many, and the difficulties | whar eourſe is k 
that keepe us from a conſtant courſe in-prayer, | tobetakena- 
and from the performance of it to purpoſe, ſo no 
great,then we muſt put on a reſoftution ro breake | 
through all,and lay it, as an inviolable law vpon 
| D 4 our 


pe INS 


tos. 
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our ſelves , that we will not atter.. Let us:thinke 
with our ſelves that the thing is difficulr, and' 
will coſt all the care, and all the intention that 
may be; yea, when thou haſt overcomethe difh- 

Anew indi” | culties at one time, it may be, the next day, thou 

> 240g ily! ſhalrmect with new conflits, new diſtempers, 

to prayer, | newaffetions, new ſtrength of laſts, and a new 
| indiſpoſttion of minde will be on thee,and there. 
fore he that will be conſtant in this dutie , muſt 
| put ona ſtrong reſolution, as it was the ſaying of 

Notetkis well 4 holy man,one of the holieſt men,that theſe lat- 

ter tinacs had , that he never went to pray to: God 

bur he found ſo many impediments, that except 
| he bound htmſelfe by an unaltcrable reſolution, 

that he' reſolved nortto breake vpon any occafi- 
on, he could never have kept a conſtant courlein 
| ir, or, if he had, he ſhould never have kept him-| 

(elfe froma formall, cuſtomary performance of 

it. But TI will adde no more, to prefle this vpon 

| you, there hath becne enough ſayd , I beſeech 
'you conſider ir. 

' Now that which T promiſed in the morning 

'to doe, which is, that,.that doth exccedingly 

ſtrengthen us to the performance of this duric of 

* "II i calling vpon God, of praying cortinrally, which 

Ren Sexe Weare here commanded to doe ) is to remoove 

areagainſt | certaine objefions:, which are in the mindes of 

prayer, doth | men, that ſecretly weaken the eſtimation of this 

F-Utrengrhen us , 

- tothe duric. | truth, and inſenfibly rakes us off, when wee 
marke them not: for, Beloved, when we are ſo 
negligent _in it, ſurely there is ſomething that 
is the cauſe of it, and if wee coulde finderhe 


caule, 
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cauſe,, and remove it, wee could not ſpend an | 
houre better, | | | 

The objeRions.,, that are commonly in the 
hearts of men, are many, I will name to you but 
theſe foure'briefly.. | 

Firſt,a man is ready to ſay; what need I ſpend 
ſo much time, and be ſo large in the expreſſion 
'of mywants to God, when he knowes them ? 
[cannot make them better knowne to him , he 
knowes: them well chough alrcady,, and there- 
fore what needeth it 2 
| Tothis Tanſwere ( in a word, becauſe it is an 
[objection that hath not much weight in it ) that 


[t1strue, the Zord knowes thy wants, but with- 
all, he will have thee to know them; becauſe, o- 
[therwiſe , thou wilt not ſecke to him , thou wilt 
[not ſet a price vpon the things that he beſtowes 

0nthee, thou wilt not be thankfull tra him, when 

he hath granted them; and therefore you ſhall 
inde, our Saviour Chriſt vſcth this very argu- 

ment, as a meanes to quicken us to yu ſay- 

Ing, Tour heavenly Father knowes what your have 
\meede of; what then 2 . Shall wee not therefore 

Pray 2 Yes, faith he, therefore pray yee the mor? 
earneſtly , and the more importanately to hira : 

for fince he knowes your wancs, he-will be more 
ready ro hzare your requeſts, 

| I bur it will be ſaid againe;that he doth not on- 
ly know them, bur he alſo mcanes,and purpoſeth 
to beſtow them: for he hath made a promiſe to 
us, and his promite is firme, and ſure, and: Goa 
5 jaft; and muſt keepe his promiſe, and when he 


| 


4 Obicaions 
aoainſt prayer, 


1 Objec?, 


Anſw. 
Why God will 
have us to pray 
though hee 
know our 
wants. 


Math- 6, 


| hai 


Obie. 2. 


cm. 


WE WEI 


"+ 


| 


| ſhip him, 


To worſhip 
{ God what, 
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ALnſw.1. 
Though God 
Dee to Yive 
| ing, it is 
vpon.condition 
that we pray. 


I King I 8.4 t 
42, 


2Sam.7q,11, 
2Sam.7.18. 


Dan,g. 


'W- 4 nſw. 2 
He will hauevs. 
itro WOor- 


| er; When he made a promiſe to David, that he 


| ſhip him: For, whatis it to worſhip the Lord? 


hath fully purpoſed it , what needes ſo much 
praying to bring it to paſſe £- 

T anſwere, the promiſes of Ged are to be un- 
derſtood with this ſecret condition annexed, ]' 
will doe ſuch and ſuch athing for you, if you 
pray,though it be notexpreſled:and therfore,we 
{ce when God promiſed rhings in particular, yet 
ſtill they prayed, and prayed carneſtly. When 
he promited E{rah thar it ſhould raine, yet, we 
ſee, he prayed, and contended much in his pray- 


would make him an houſe , yet, you know, David 
went to the houſe of rhe.Lord,, and ſate before 
him, and made earneſt prayer, as is recorded in 
the 2.of Sam.So Daniel had aparticular promiſe, 
and yet he praycd,and prayed long. The exam. 
ple of our Saviour Chriit is without exception, 
"who had all the promiſes ſure to him , yet, you 


_— 


ſee, he prayed, yea, he ſpent whole nights in prayer , 
and Ps —— underſtand it,that though 
you have a:promiſe made, though the thing be 
neverſo {ure toyou, yetit is to be underſtood 
with that, if you call vpon God. 

And why the Lord will have you doe it, I 
thewed you many reaſons in the morning, wee 
will adde this to it, Whar if the Zvrd will have 
the thing, even for this c ou maiſt wor- 
you ſhall finde this vſuall in the olde Teſtament, 
The people bowed themſelues and worſhipped , or they 


NE CO 


| fell pon their faces and wor(bipged. 


The meaning 
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isthis, to: worſhip Ged is nothingelſe, but to 
acknowledge the worthineſſethar is in him. As 
when you Lo worſhip to aman , youdoe uſe ſo 
much outward. demeanour and obſervance t9 
him, as may acknowledge a worth in him aboue 
another man:outward geſture,that is the outward 
worſhipping of God , the inward worſhip is in- 

wardly to acknowledge his attributes. Now you | {T3 , 
hall ſee, prayer gives an acknowledgement of | all Gods auri- 
is attributes moſt of any thing: for hee that | butcs 

prayes to God, he doth, in ſo;doinggacknowledge 

his omnipreſence, and his omniſctence, that hee | 5, rence. 
heares that, which the Idols of the Geztiles could 
notdo,that he knowes the ſecrets of mens hearts, 
that neither mennor Angels can. .doc.. 

Againe, it acknowledgeth his Almightie po- 
wer, thathe is able ro doe any thing ; for that 
. preſuppoſed , when wee come, and ſecke to 
um. 

Againe, it acknowledgeth his mercie, and his 
goodnefle, that he is not onely able , but excee- 
ding willing to helpe. . 

Againe,, it acknowledgeth his truth , that as he 
hath promiſed, {o, I make account, he will per- 
forme it, when I goe,and ſecke ro himzin a word, 
al the attributes of God, are acknowledged in 
prayer. Therefore therein you worſhip him ina 
[peciall manner,when you goc-and ſeeke to him, 
and pray to him, in ſo doing, you acknowledge 
him, yea you acknowledge him to bee a Lord, 
and a father;as, whenwe ſce a:child run-to-a.man, } $/72:{e. 
andaske him blefſing,when we ſee him _ _ | 

| oode, 


———_—. 


—_— — a 


W "I I” YO IE n. will. dead. td [as Ali.” tht. 


= . 
— 


"The Saints datly Berciſo, 


| 44 


3 Obreft. 


- TAnſw. 
God is not 
changed by 
our praicrs,but 
our ſelyes, 
Simile. 


| 


| terhime 


foade, and raynient ,weſayy ſurely fucha man 
is his Farher,:ſo' this: very praying to God, is 
a worſhipping of him, becauſe it acknowledgeth 
his attributes , and his relationto us, and ours to 
him. : $758 

Bur againe, thirdly, it will bee. objected, ] 
bur, alas , what can the endeavours or the pray- 
ers of a vieake man doe 2 can they change the 
purpoſe of- Almighty God , if hee doe not in- 
tend to doethis thing for me, ſhall T hope toal.- 


For anſ{were to this, I ſay this, in bricfe. that 
when you doe call vpon God, he is not changed 
by your prayers, but the change is wrought 
in you, as wee have ſayd to you heretofore, 


him ſuch a cordiall, and ſuch reſtorative Phy- 


| uſe, are not ſo much to perſwade him to helpe 


when a Phyſitian is ſought unto by his pati- 
ent , the patient deſires him earneſtly to give 


ſicke, that is pleaſing to him , the Phyſitian de- 
nyes him long, yetin the end, hee yeldsunto it. 
Why 2 not becauſe there is any change inthe 
Phylitian , bur becauſe there is a change 1n the 
patient, he is now fitted for this, before hee was 
| not: ſo then the Phyſitian yeelds now, whereas 
before he refuſed, and yet the change is inthe 
patient, and-not in the Phyſitian : and therefore, 
beloved, when you goc about to ſtrive with God 


him, (for ſo we ought to doe) when you uſe ma- 
ny reaſons to perſwade him , you alter not him, 
but your ſelves: for thoſe arguments that you 


in prayer, when you contend, and wraſtle with | | 


you, 


—_ i. th. At. ft. At Mo. ” 
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you , as ro perſwade your hearts to mote faith, |. 
tomore loye, to more obedience, to more hu- | yrverare noe 
militie, and thankfulneſſe ; and-that indeede jig | toperſwade 
the reaſon , why prayer prevailes with God, not | £24 butour 
thac the very fending up is that, that prevailes 

with him , but becauſe a faithfull,Hhd a ſpiritual! 
prayer puts the. heart in a better diſpoſition, ſo 
chat a man is now made readie to receive a 
bleffing at G o Þ s hands, that before hee was 
not: So that, when you thinke you draw God 
toyou, with your arguments, in truth, you draw | = 
your ſelves neerer to him, as when a man in a | S/7#le. 
ſhip pluckes a rocke, it ſcemeth as if he pluck- 
edthe rocke neercr to the ſhippe , - when as the 
|[hipp is plueked neerer to the rocke : ſo,I ſay,we 
draw our ſelves ncerer to the Lord,. and when 
wee draw ncerer to the Zord', in prayer, and 
there is a ſpirituall diſpoſition wrought in our 
hearts, by the exerciſe of this dutic , then in- 
decde the Lord drawes neere to vs, to ſend vs 
lelpe, and to grant our requeſts , that we put 
yp to him ; and therefore , that you ſhould 
marke by the way, that any prayer, as it hath a 
higher pitch of holineſle in affetion, and as it | what prayers 
bath ſtronger arguments in it, ſo it is a better |arethe beſt. _ 
prayer; not becauſe this prayer ſhall prevaile 
with G op more, or, that the excellencie of 
this prayec ſh54ld move him, bur b-caule this 
'[pitch of holy aff:Rion,. and ſtrength of argu- 
m:n: workes vp52 your hearts: forthe ſtrengrh.| 
of arguments. moves your underſtanding , and 
liz holineſſe of affeftion purs your will in a} 
_ frame 
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Obreft. 4. 
Twofold, 
IL 


nſw, 


I 
Anſwer to the 
firſt part of the 


| obiction, 


Anſw. "9 


x 


| frame,and ſo diſpoſeth your hearts,and fits you, 


as the patient, we ſpake of before, is fitted, when 
_ Phyfitian'is willing to give the thing hee de- 
ired. | 
But the laſt objection, which indeede is mare 
than all the.reſt, is this. | 
A manis ready to ſay, wee ſee thereare many 
men .that doe not call vpon God, and yetenjo 
many mercycs.: it. may: be, a man<can ſay wir 
himſelfe, when he did not uſe to pray , he had 
health and ſleepe, and protetion., 
Apaine, onthe other ſide , he harh prayed for 
ſuch and.ſuch things,”and yetthey-have not been 


a man hath obtayned bleſſings, without prayer, 
and againe he hath prayed, and yet hec hath not 
obtayned rhe bleſlings hee ſought for , at the 
Loras hands. 

For anſwer to the firſt , that men doe obtaine 
many bleſſings that doe not pray,( as how many 
young men are there, and old men too, that 
have health,jand wealth; and peace, and liberty, 
and abundance of all things, and yer, either they 


.| ſceke not to Ged, or,if they doe, yet not ina ho- 
I 1y and ſpirituall manner)and therefore this obx- 


ion had needeto be anſwered ; and therctore 
I anſwer briefly. | | 

Firſt , though they have theſe bleſſings, yt 
they have them uncertainecly, they have no pro- 
-miſe.of them , they cannot build upon them; 
whereas they are ſure mercyes to the righteous 


man, be can build upon theſe bleſſings: my 
| at 


_———_—_ 


granted. .So this objeRion hath two parts , that] 
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hatha father to goe to, whoſe love he knowes, 
and hee hath ſure promiſes to build on, the'o- 
ther, though hee hath them', yet he is in a ſlip- 
ry place, when he enjoyes them ; it iSanac- 
cidentall ching , he hath them from the hand of 
ncnemie, and he knowes nat how long he ſhall 
joy thiem. | 
ButT anſwer againe ( which is the chiefe anſ- 
werto-this objection ) that there is a great deale 
of difference berweene having bleflings through 
the providence of God;and between having them: 
fromthe mercy of God,and by vertue of his pro- 
ſe and out of his love to us in Chrift Teſus, A: 


(God ſayd that he made Teroboamma King , hee 
2yehim a Kingdome; and many ſuch paſſages 
weſhall inde,when men come unjuſtly tothem, 
$hedid to the Kingdome, yet God, ſayth he did 
t, that is, it was by his providence ) and yet he 
hath them not in mercy : for if thou haſt theſe 
bleſſings , health and ſlcepe, and ſuccefle inthy 
atepriſes,, from day to day:, and yer thy heart 


#the Lords hands, as thou oughteſt, | ſay to ſuch 
aman; ( and marke it) it were better for him that 
he ſhould want them : for certainely \, when he 
lath them, in this manner,he hath rhem without 
ableſſing ; yea he hath them with a curſe, and ſo 
had better to be withour them, as it had ben ber- 


and as it had beene better for Gehczz, 1to have 


20ne without his reward, that he had of Naz- | 
| man' 


naturall- man may have many bleſfings-of God, | 


ells thee within, that tho haſt nor ſoughrrthem - 


Men that have 
bleſſings with+ 
out prayer haye 
them uncer- _ 
taincly, 


3 Anſw. | 
Difference be- 
tweene having | 
of bleſſings 
through the 
providence of 
God, and from 
theloveof 
God, 


S774 


4 


To have out- 


ter for Ahab to have beene without his vineyard, 


ward things 
without prayer 
we were better 
want them. 
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man the Aſſyrian, ( for you know he had the le. 
proſie with it: yit had beene better for the child-} 
ren of 1ſr«el to have gone without their quailes ,| 
for you know the curſe that followed, death} 
went a long with them; ſo when a man ſhall haye | 
peace and proſperity,and abundance of allthings| 
without ſeeking them at the £ords hands, from} 
day to day , I ſay , hewere better to-have want-| 
ed them ; for there goes death together with| 
them. Ir is ſayd plainely , that eaſe fayeth the fre. | 
liſ, ( that is to ſay this very proſperity, this 
thriving, ( notwithſtanding a negleRing of pray. 
cr, and of holy dutics) I ay, ir-carries deatha-| 
long with it, as the obtaining of the Vineyard, | 
brought death to Achab, the gerting of the King-| 
dome was the deſtruction of 1erobosarn, and there- 
fore men have little cauſe to comfort themſelves 
with this,that they enjoy many blcflings,and ne. 
ver. pray tor them... 

. Bur, to anſwer this poyant more fully, I fay 


3 Anſw. 
Many things | many bleſſings are beſtowed vpon men , not for 
: —_— their owne ſakes, but forthe Churches ſake, A 


for the Char- | Man may have ſtrength of body, he may have 


ches.good. | preat gifts of mind,he may have greatſucceſle in 


uſing thoſe gifts, he may bring great enterprizes 
1ro == {o - 46 you Ts, the hand of 
God is with him , all this may be done, not for 
his ſake, bur for the ſake of the Church,and glo- 
ry of God ſome other way, that he might doc 
ſome ſervice; as you ſee, it is vlainety ſayd 
j of vr. (1ſaieh, tortie five, verie,g..){aith the 
| Lord there, For Tacob my ſervants ſakegand for If 
rae 
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razl mine elects ſake 1 have called thee by name, and 
have given thee this great power , and all this great 
ſuceſſe, although thou thy ſelfe have not kuowne mee, 
(Marke ) Cyrus was a moſt proſperous man, | 
Gods hand .was mighty with him , and yer all; 
this was not for his owne ſake , but for the 
Churches ſake: ſo you may thinke it 15, when 
nen proſper , Many times, It is not for their | 
owne ſakes, but to fulfill ſome ether end of 
Cds providence ; and therefore, matke this, | Note th. 
and keepe it for a rule if thou proſper nhy, 
aerprizes, if thou enjoy wealth, and peace, | 
ad abundance of all things, and know that | 
thou doeſt not ſeeke ro God, from day to day , | 
thatthou keepeſt not thy heart right and ſtraight, 
ad perfe&t before him , thou doeſt not call 
won him, in an holy , and ſpiritnall manner; 
certainly it is for one of thoſe cauſes, thou haſt 
twithout a bleſſing, and witha curſc, thou haſt 
t for other ends, and not for good to thy ſelfe, 
nd therefore thou haſt ir very unccrtainly , it 
maybe trooke from thee, thou knoweſt not how 
loone; yea, and this thou ſhalt be ſure of, that 
tſhall be taken from thee then, when, of all o- 
ttertimes it will be.unfitteſt for thee: as a theefe 
comes at a time, when men leaſt looke for him, | $1:/e. 
lo deitruction comes ſuddenly npon theſe men : 
God cuts them, as a man, when hee would have 
wes ro die, hee loppes them in thar ſeaſon, that |. .,, * 
all others is the unfitteſt, whenthe ſappe is in 
the tree, when the lopping will cauſe them to wi- 
ther; ſo the Lord will ſtrike them in ſuch a or 
| E on. 
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Anſiver to the 
2, part of the « 
obicction. 


Anſw.1. 
Our praycrs 
ofttimes arc a- 
miſſein one of 


theſe thee re- 
f, pcs, 


Firſt,in reſpe& 
of the principle 
whence they 
flow, when 
they are but 
naturall de- 
lires, 


ſon. Ir is quite contrary with the Saints, he cuts 
them in due ſeaſon, hee lopps them in due time, 


for them. 

But now for the other part of che objeQion it 
may be, many among you are now ready to ſay, 
[ have prayed for ſuch and ſuch things, and ] 
have beene earneſt, and yet the Lord hath de- 
nied mee: My Beloved, if we can fatiſhe this ob- 
jetion, wee ſhall rhen take this impediment a- 
way, that wee propound in this objection, thar 


{wer: 


cr, conſider, if thou haſt nor prayed amiſſe; it 


| have ſpent time in faſting, and praying, and the 
thing is-not granted; wee preſently lay- it upon| 
| the Zord, that hee hath not heard, when many 
times the cauſe is in our not praying 2s wee 
ought; it may be thou haſt beene very earneſt, 
and therefore thou hopeſt thou haſt done ve- 
| xy well: I tell thee, thou maiſt be very earneſt, 


and importunate with the Lord, when it may 


that they may grow the better for it, it is good | 


harh theſe two parts. Therefore to this I an-! 
Firſt,if thou haſt not beene heard inthy pray. |; 


is a common fault among us, when wee have] 
\ ſpent muchtime 1n prayer, and, it may be, wee 


be nv more bur anaturalldefire,when a man hath 
necde tobe directed ina difficult caſe, that much 
concernes him, when he hath-neede to be extrt- 
cated, and taken out of ſuch a difficultic, and 
ſtrait, wherein he is involved, when he hath nced 


of ſucceſſe, in ſuch anenterpriſe, or any thing of 
| that nature; 1 ſay,aman may be earneſt with the 


Lord\ | 


— 


Lord) 
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(Lordin ſuch a caſe, and yet his prayer may be , 
amiſſe, it may not be a ſpirituall prayer, it may 
[not be an expreſſion of holy deftres ro the Zord, 
for they onely prevaile with him;notthatthe na- | —_— hes 
turall are excluded, (that is not my meaning)tor | cludedin truc 
they may adde windes to the ſayles, though ho- | prayer: 
llincſſe may guide the rudder , and keepe the 
courſe, and make the ſterage, yet naturall de- 
fires may make us more importunate, and may 
adde muchto it: "therefore, I ſay, confiderthy 
(prayer. | 
| Conſider againe, whenthou haſt ſought ſo car- | sccondly inre- 
\neſtly ro God, whether it be not to beitow it upon | ſpcof theend 
thy luis, as the Apoſtle ſpeakes, 1am.4.3 .when | FM 97 are 
[thou haſt a buſineſſeto be performcd,it may be, | fation of our 
thou art earneſt with God, but haſt thou nor |. 

an eyerothine owne glory, to thine owne praiſe | "#7 

and credit in it £ when thou waſt earneſt for 
health, was it not that thou mighteſt live more 
deliciouſly? when thou dcfireſt wealth,and ſuc- 
ceſſe in thine enterprizes, that tend to mend thy 
ſtate, is it not out of ſome ambition? you know, 
that defire is condemned, 1f any man mill be rich, 
1sit nota deſire of greatneſſe ? would you nor 
be ſome body in your place, and ſer up your 
houſe and family * Such things indeed God be- 
ſtowes upon men, but to have our defires pitched 
upon them, and to pray for them in thar ſenſe, is 
amiſſe;and my rule for it is inthe firſt to 77m»othy, | 1 Tim.6.g. 
the-ſixth chaprer, the ninth verſe; 1f 4 mas will 
be rich, &rc. that is, when a man delireth ex- | 
ceſlively, when he defireth more than foode, and 

| | E 2 rayment 
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When the na. 


wall affection | LECLLON1S degenerate into aluft: for when any 
Gm affection exceedes, , it ceaſeth to be an affection, 
into aluit. 


veſt. But you will fay,how ſhall a man know, when 
he praycth to beſtow that, which he praycth for, 
upon h.s luſts e | 

Anſw. I anſwere, if a man conſult with his owne 


to beſtow | w | 
things on. | finde it out that way,you may know it by the c>- 
our luſts, | fect,y ou may know 1t by the bills you bring in, 
; | What is rhe expence of the things God hath be- 
ſtowed on you,, wnen hee hath put a price into 
' your hands, contider howyou beſtow it. If a 
S:mile,, | ſteward have a great ſumme of money, that his 
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ray ment convenient for him : now the naturall af- 


| or—— 


and begins to bealuft: andtherefore whete itis 
ſaid, 1f any man will be rich, &c. it 1s ſaid after, 
itis a luſt... 


Howto know | heart, and dcale impartially with himſclfe, hee 
when veePry | may know What his ends are; but if you cannot 


'maſterharhtruſted him with , and his bills bee, 
| that hee hath beſtowed ſo much in riot,ſo much 
| In fine apparrell, &c. butthere hath becne but 

lo mvch beſtowed for his maſters. advantage, it 
15 anargumenthhe harh tpent it.ilf : ſo, when wee | 
ſve, tl.ere hath becne ſo much health ſpent, lo 
m0 uch time, and ſo much ſtrength, in following 
; our 0v1ne plots,and our owne worldly buſineſle, 
without reſpe&.ro Gog, not ſerving. God, and 
men in'our calling, as wee ſhould doe, and that 
there hath beene Fae time beſtowed in prayer, 
in reading , int making our hearts perfe& with 
Go, -in raking paines with them, from day to 
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pence, and conſider how we haue beſtowed our 
ime,our health,our ſtrength,our wits, from day 

o day, and our ſpeech,(tor thatis one price that 

we haue in our hands, by which wee may doc 

ood; it isas a bucket by which wee may draw 

= others; and likewile it is a ſpring,and foun- 

aine, wherewith we may feede others, with the 

waters of life)conſider, how we haue laid our all 

theſe things, and by that wee may know, how 

we arc diſpoſed to uſe the bleflings we ſccke for 

aGops hands, whether wee ſceke them to: 
beſtow them vpon our luſts, or ro ſpend thoſe 

ofts to our Maſters advantage ; and, if we finde 
we doc it for our owne luſts, in this calc, I ſay to 
you,goe and amend your praycrs,and Gop will 
ancnd your ſpeeding. We muſt doe in this caſc, 
San angler doth,when he hath throwne tke bait 
ntothe river, if ir ſtay long, and catch nothing, 
herakes vp the baite, and amends it, and when 

be ſees it 1s well, hee then continues, and waires; 

{0 wee muſt doe in this caſc,itthou pray, and 

pray long,and have not obtained the thing thou 

prayeſt for, looke diligently to thy prayers; {ce 

whcther they be right or no, if they be not, a- 

mend thy prayers,and G o Þ will amend his rea- 

ineſſe to heare thee ; if thou findc, they be ſin- 
cere and hearty, mingled with holy helices, and 
not with carnall, and corrupt affections, then let 
the baite lye till, thar is, continue to pray, 
and to waite, andthe L © x'v will come in due 
time, 


. im:l, 4 . 


Bur this is nor all, though it bee” one thing ; 


_ 
hs III 


E 3 beſides, 


| 


Sim-le, 


C «45 


2 
Inreſpet of 
the manner, 
when they arc 
uttercd care- 
lefly, 

4 


'{ What moves 
God to doc ug 
good & evill, 


A nſw. 2 
God grants 
our prayers oft 
times, yet: 


Firſt, nat in 
that manner, 
as we dcftre. 


| ing to God, if a man want ſleeper, if hee finde 
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beſides, whenthouart not heerd, confider, if 
thou haſt-nor prayed amilics, it. 15.4 common 
fault amongſt.us, when we ſuccecde not in any 
thing, wee attrivilte 17. to-many, other things, 
but notto our remilacile and careleincfle in ſeck- 


{ickneſle, and weaknefle, , and diftemper of bo- 
die, hee chinkes that hee hatheaten amiſſe, and 
| conſiders nor whether he hath praycd amiſle; if 
| a man haye miſcarried in his bufinefle, he beg.ns 


ro thinke, whether hee have not beene umprovi- 


, denr, wherher he hath not dealt fooliſhly, whe-| 


ther hee hath not omitted ſuch and ſuch meanes, 
| as he might have uſed, he never thinkes whether 
| hee haye prayed amiſle; and thar indeede isthe 
| cauſe of our miſcarrying , and not commonly 
has thing , which wee attribute it unto : for 
though God be not the immediate cauſe, you 
know hee is the great cauſe ; There i np ill, that 
he hath not dons + and that which mooves him 1s 
alway grace, and ſinne; that which mooves him 
to. doc us good, is our obcdienceto him ; that 
waich mooves him tothe contrary, is neglect 
| on our part. | 
Bur, roanſwer further, ſuppoſe thy prayers 
vec right, yer, thou muſt conſider rhis, that, 
wacn thou thinkeſt thou art. not heard, thou art 
oft times deceived ,. and" therefore, ,you mui 
reRifie that miſconceit... As for example, ſome- 
times, when wee would have the thing in one fa- 
ſhion, God beſtowes the ſame thing upon us. 1N 


another ; and; therctore, thou mai be deccived 
& Ter catre her ebrt Fn 
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n that; it may bee, a-man prayes earneſtly, - that 


heemay have a ſtrong body, to doe God ſervice 
vitha)l, it may be, that ſickneſle of body makes 
him doe him better ſervice, becauſe ir keepes 


him in more awe, it weanes him more frem the 
world, and makes him more heavenly minded, 


Youknow thecaſe of Paul, he would fine have 


had that Liſt raken away that is ſpoken of, 2 Cor. |» Cor,t2.g, 


12.9. and why £ Surely che thing he would have 
had, was to hzve his heart in an holy, andright 
fameof grace; now,though Paul had it aotthat 
way, that hee looked for ir, yet hee hath itano- 
ther way , the Zord increated in him the grace 
ofhumility by ic, hee faw his owne weaknefle, 


 /and the power of. Chriſt the more, and when 


this was diſcovercd unro him hee was -con- 
'tent. 


the blow of an cn<mie, or have an hetmer given” 
him to keepe it off: it may be a man -prayes for 
money, and for eſtatc, . if God provide meare and 
'drinke, and.cloathes immediarly,infteadof this, 
iSitnotall ones Ir may be anether would have 
[agreater degree of conveniencie, tor his dwel- 
[ling houſe, and many other things; if God give 
'hima body able to endure that which is more 
courſe, all is one;as if hewere provided for more 
delicately. It. is all one, wherher a phyſitian 
quench the thirſt of his patient by giving him 
deere, and. drinke, that is comfortable' unto him, 
or by giving him barberries, or ſomewhat elle, 
that will doehe thing as well. - 


E 4 


Itisall one, whether amanbepreſcrved from” 


Ir 


$imile. 


Simile. 


—_ — tt - owe — "_— 


56 


{ 2 Not by thoſe 


meanes, which 


| we propound. 


InF#ances. 


| 
| 


[ 


| was now ſending him to Rome, yet he ſent him, 
| tending upon him, he ſent him it may beinabet- 
ter manner than hee himſelfe would have gone, 
| and yer it was by.ſucha meanes, as he could ne- 


It is all one, whether the Lord keepe an e. |. 
nemic from doing us hurt, or that he gives us a 
ſtrong helmer,a buckler, ro keepe off the injury 
trom wounding of us: I might give you more 
inftances,, though the Lord give thee not the 
thing in che very manner that thou wouldeſt 
have ir, yet hee will doe. it in another man-. 
ncr. 

Secondly, as we are deceived inthe manner, 
ſo we are deceived inthe meanes oft times, in 
ſceking to God. When a man prayes, he pitcheth 
upon fuch a particular meanes,and thinkes veri] 
that this is the way, or none; 1t may be,the Lord 
will finde outanother way,that thou diddeſt ne- 
ver dreame of, Paz! praycd to have a proſpe. 
rous journey to Rome , hee little thought, that 
when he was bound art Teruſalez, and poſted up 
and downe from one prion to another , God 


and ſent him very fate with a great company at- 
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ver dreame of. Alſo you know, Naamanthe Aſ- 
7:an, he had pitched upon a particular meanes, he 
rhought rhe Prophet would have ſurely come 
forth, and have laid his hands upon him, but to goc 
and waſh in Jordan, he thought his labour all loſt, 


and the requeſt which he made to the Prophet, 
r0.no purpole;. forit wasa thing that hee never | 


thought of, ir was a weake and poore meanes, 
that hee made nv account of, yet that was the 


MCAanes 


} 
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neanes that God intended : ſo I ſay, wee oft de- 
ccive our ſelves, wee pitch upon fuch particular 
mays, and when theſe faile us, and when wee 
have prayed, that theſe meanes might be uſed, 
and God doth not uſe them, wee thinke preſent] 
wcare deceived, Joſeph thought verily wad 
{:wrd ſhould have beene the meanes to bring 
the promiſe to paſſe, and after that, Pharaohs bur. 
kr, hee uſed as a meanes, hee deſired him to rc- 
member him,and yet all this was notthe meancs, 
but another, which hce never thought of, which 
was a dreame of Pharaohs:the like was in the caſe 
of Mordecar, deliverance came a ſtrange way, a 
way that cMordecai never imagined. Abraham 
thought verily that 71/-a{ had beene the ſonne 
ofthe promiſe, but God tells him hee was de- 
ceived,” Iſaac was the ſonne,in whom hee would 
make good the promiſe. So the 7ſraelites thought 
that Moſes ſhould have delivered them, that ir 
ſhould have beene preſently true, that the yoake 


of from them; bur, wee ſce, God went another 
way to worke, hee {cnt Aroſes away, into a farre 
Country, and the bondage was exceedingly in- 
creaſed upon them; ſo that they thought they 
were further off now than ever they were before, 
but, in truth, they were nearer : for the increaſe 
of the bondage , increaſed Pharaohs finne, and 
made him ripe for deſtruction. Againe,it increa- 
{cdthe peoples humility, it made them to pray 
harder, .and to cry more fervently to God for 
deliverance, and ſo it made them more fir for $ 
| an 


_ 


| 


of bondage ſhould have beene preſently. taken | 


| 


Note this. 
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We attribute 
too much to 
meancs, 


| 


-————— "EETE Y ot 4 vids | ” 
and at the laſt, CIfeſes was more fitted to- bee a | 


deliverer, after hee was [o long trained up, and | 
was {o much humbled, ſo that when: God ſcemes| 
to goe a cleane contrary Way, yet it iS the next 
way to bring it to paſſe, Beloved, itis a common 
thing with us, we pitch upon a certaine particular 
meanes, we think ſuch a man muſt doe it,or ſuch 
a courſe muſt doe it, when the Lord intends no- 


thing lcſle. And the reaſon often is, becaulc, 
if we ſhould haye deliverance, many times, by 
ſuch meanes, by ſuch men, and by ſuch wayes, 
wee would attribute too much to the meanes, 
Therfore, we ſee, when Gideon had a great army, 
the Lerd would not doe it, ' it was too: great tor 
him; and therefore we'{ce to what a {mall num- 
ber he brought it : ſs, oftimes, 'menthinke, oh 
if Thad aſuch a mans helpe, or if I had ſuch a 
meanes, it would doc the thing, it would bring 


the enterpriſe to paſſe : when we make too Much 
account of it, the Lord, it may be,” caſts away 
that, which ſeemed moſt probable, and (cvenas 
hee doth moſt of his workes, ashee-builds lus 
owne Kingdome, by the moſt fooliſh, 'and im- 
probable meanes of all other, -{o) often hee doth 
our bufineſle by ſuch meanes, that-wee leaſt 
dreame ofttherefore be not diſcouraged. Suppole 
we pray, that ſuch a great Prince ſhould raile the 
Churches,that ſucha warre, thar ſuch anentcr- 
priſe, and project may doe it; put the cale rhe 
Lord will not doc it ſo, are wee then preſently 
undone ? and is there no-helpe, —_— ſi _ 

attaiuec 
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battaile is oyerthrowne , becauſe ſuch a King 
did not ſucceede , becauſe ſuch a Generill had 
notſucceſſe, .according to our expetacion? Ir 
[may be, that is not the way, the Lo« d will 
|[helpethe Church after another manner, thar we 
dreame not of ; and fo for a mans ſelfe, hee hath 
bulineſſe to be done, or hee is in diſtreil-, and 
would have deliverance, and hee thinkes, this 
isthe way, or none; and therefore hee is car- 
;neſt to have it done: now it is good, inthis 
(caſe, to-leave it. to the Lox », to make our 
requeſts knowne to him, and, when wee have 
'doncthar, to be no further carcfull, bur teave it | 
tothe Lox» , todoe it his ownz way : he 1s 
$kilfull; | 
| If you take a skilfull workeman , and ſay | S/7#/le. 
nd more to him but thus : Sir, I pray you, 
doe mee ſucha thing , if.it were tae bringing 
of water , or- the ſetting up-of a building , it 
may bee, hee will goe a way to worke, that 
thou knoweſt not what it meanes, and yet 
thou wilt. truſt him: why then wilt thou not 
truſt G 0.0 | and ſuffer him ro goe- his owne 
[Fay 2 and whenchou art croſſed in that thing, 
wherein, it may be, of all others, thou wouldeſt 
not be croſſed, it may be, itis the beſt way of all 
other, to bring the thing to paſſe, that thou de- 
lieſt. 
| Againe ,: as wee are deccived- in the manner, | Thirdly, ornot 
and the meanes,, ſo likewiſe wee miſtake rhe | 2 0ur cime. 
|time : it may beethe Lo Þ 1s willing: dne 
tzething, bur noc-in that time, that raou m— - 
A 
— | . _ mmm > —— 
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Simile. 


Wee muſt not 


take Gods dc- 
laycs for deni- 
alls. 


Note. 


Why God de- 


ferres to an» 
ſwer us, 


Note. 


deſt have him. When a man prayes to be deli. 
vered from ſucha trouble, and ſuch a diſtreſle, 
and afflition, hee thinkes the time very long, 
and ſaith, heeis not heard, becauſe hec is not 
delivered preſemly -: wee would all have the 
| ſmarting plaiſter preſently tooke off, but the 
| Lord is wiſcr than wee, ( as the phyſitian 
knowes what belongs to the patient bertcr than 
himſelfe) though hee doe it not preſently, yet 
he will doe it. Therefore ſay nor, thov art not 
heard, thou mvſt take heede of taking dclaycs 
for denialls, - the Loyd will detere to doe the 
thing, yet hee will doe ir, and doe it in the beſt 
ſcaſon: for this is a generall rule, Gods t;we is 
the beit time, When thou commeſt to pray for 
a thing, thou wouldeſt have it done preſently, 
and thou thinkeſt it is the beſt time, all the con- 
troverſie betweene God, and thee is, which 
is the fitteſt time to have it done, thou think- 
eſt, it may bce preſently ; Cod, it may bee, will 
doe it a yeare hence, ſurely hee is the beſt choo- 
ſer , and wee ſhall finde ir {o. And therefore 
bee content to watte his leiſure ; hee hath many 
ends in deferring it, it may be, totry thy faith, 
( as hee did the faith of the' Canaarite, ) and 
therefore hee would not heare , it may bee to| 
increaſe thy holineſle; 'to pur thy heart into a| 
bettertemper, andtherefore he deterres longer. | 
He meantto doe that for: Facob , that hee did, 


hee Wi 
prayer 
mg 
time. 

| Eaſt 
the Lo1 
that It 1 
yidenc 
tent to 
| Bur, 
comm 
\ Ian 
now; 

aman 
come | 
wrne t 
{he bef 
to bail 
ee ha 
SAL 
much | 
D, V 

gaveh 
forhec 
ding h 
ſo D 
SAL ( 
'the Z, 
em, 
paſlag 


| 
j GR —— 


—— — - 


* 


"The Saints daily Exerciſe. 


mo went forth when hee began to pray, yet, 
hee would have him inſtant, and conttnue in 
prayer; ſo, I ſay, the Lord hath many ends why | 
hee deferres, let us be content totake "his owne 
time, 

| Eaſtofall, conſider this, whenthou ſeekeſt to | 3 Auſw. 
the Lord, to have any thing done, it is poſſible, | Our prayers 
latir may crofle ſome other paſſage of his pro- | Pug. 
wdence ; and in this gale thou ſhouldeſt be con- : of Godspro- 
tentto be denied, |  vidence, 

| Bur, you will ſay, why may not both be ac-  gyjee, 
commodated * 


| Ianſwere, fo they ſhall, though thou ſee not A nſw. 
bow; it is not with God, as it is with man: if. 


| 
ol :mandoe a good turne to one , when two bc- | Sizzle. 
J, om: pztitioners, hee muſt necdes doe an ill | 
4 rae to another , but God compoſeth all for | 
= lacbeſt. AS for example,D a v r v deſired much | 


obaild a Temple,.zhg £2r4..had. anorher end, | 


"OY tc: had reſolved in his providence, to make | 
0-H 5+ 1. 0 « 0 the builder of it, indecde this was 
oe NO much better for Da v 4 /Þ:: for what more had 
I > +1 1 gotten, if hee had done'it< the Lord | 
= gehim as fall a reward , as if hee had done tt: | 
Wl forhee tells him, rhat for that purpoſe of buil- 
Fig Wl ding him an houſe, he would build him an houſe: || 
nh oDavip had his end, to the full, though! 


30 3» 04 08 builethe Temple. So for Isra rt, 
i fie Lord kept the Canaanites among, 
them, burir was for their profit; there are ſome 
Paſſages of Go Þ s providenges, that if wee 
VR knew, 
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knew, wee would yceld to this that it were 
better, that it ſhould bee ſo, "than nn R 
wiſe ; and therefore it 1s better , 


in ſome caſe,that we ſhould 
bee denicd. 


So much for this time. 
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Pray continually. 


Sz Ow wee proccede to that which 
RX remaines, ſomething more wee 
ag. might adde, for the anſwering of 
11 this, for the time of Gods gran- 
EEC ting our petitions,and forthe-mea- | Se” pag. 5 9. 
ure, we touched it the laſt day alittle. 
\ For the time, wee are deceived; in that wee 
thinke, when Goddeferres, he denies ;- for many 
times God deferres for ſpeciall reaſons, . and yet 
hegrants the requeſt, in th&ficreſt time for us, as 
the phy ſitian knoweth the fitteſt time ro-ggve the 
payent phy ſicke of one kinde or anotherz-:and a | 
a "this 
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Smile. 


Rev:3.10, 


Note. 


Foure reaſons, 

of Gods defer- 

ring to grant 

. our requeſts, 
I 

To try out” D 

faith, , 


2 
To humble us 


more, 
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this we muſt yeeld to God} as hee doth all his 
workes in the fitteſt time, ſo hee grants our pe- 
titions in the fitteſt time, rhere is an appointed 
time for any deliverance to be granted, for any 
bleſfing, tor any comfort that wee neede, and 
have at his hands, Now, if our ſelves were jud- 
ges, wee would have things done for us in the 
moſt inconvenient time, wee would have the 
ſmarting plaiſter pulled off,before the wound be 
healed, whereas it is beſt forus to have it kept 
on : Beloved, you ſhall finde, that God divides be- | 
tweene Sathay,and us, in this calc, as vie ſee Rev, 
2.10. Sathan ſhall caſt ſome of you mio priſon, and 


| you ſhall be there for tem dayes : it was not ſo long | 


as Sathan would have had it,it may be, he would | 
have had itten andtentoo, nor againe, it was: 
not ſo ſhort as they would have had it, but God 
ſets downe the time betweene them both: and 
therefore we muſt reſt upon him,and tiinke that 
many times there is great reaſon, why we ſhould 
be deferred, when wee aske things at his hands; 
and you ſhall finde hee deferres tor one of thele 
cauſes, for the moſt part, | 
Sometimes, for thetryall of our faith, as, wee 
ſee, he deferred rogrant to the woman of Canaan, 


although he did meane to grant her requeſt, yet 
hee deterred long-, that hee might-put her tothe 
tryall; and gs ſee, the was no loſer by it, but! 
when ſhe held out in her prayers, ſhe had her re-| 
queſt granted tothe full, | 
Sometimes, hee deferres to-grant ir, that we 


i 
' 


| 


n 


may be-more humbled;as'youknow, Pay prayed 
| earneſtly, 


4 
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arneſtly, but Gedtolde him, that hee would de- 
ferre him, becauſe he needed more humility: fo 
he deferred to grant the requeſt, that the men of 
[acl put up to him againſt Benjamim, when the 
cauſe was juſt, and God intended to helpe them, 
yetthey fell betore their enemies twice, though 
they faſted, and prayed; his end was, as we ſee in 


|thetext, tharthey might be more humbled, that 


their hearts might bee more broken, that rhey 
night be more fitted to receive it, 

Againe, ſometimes God deterres, that we might 
bee more able to uſe thoſe bleſſings thar hee 
meanes to beſtow- upon us: ſo hee deferred to 
raiſe Toſeph to preferment:ſo he deferred to bring 
Davidto the Kingdome , that thoſe afflictions 
that they endured might the better fit them to 
joy ſo great proſperity,as he hadprovided for 
them afterwards, 
price upon his bleſſings , that hee might in- 
haunce the price of them, as the ſiſher drawes 
Wway the bait, that the fiſh might follow it the 
more : ſo God withholds bleſſings, that wee 
mght have a greater edge ſet upon our deſires, 
that wee mighrpray harder tor them , that wee 
git prize them more, when we have abtained 
them, | 


| Now,as hee doth thus for the time, and as we 
re often deccived in the time, in taking delayes 
for denialls ; ſo likewiſe wee are often deceived 
the meaſure: many times Go Þ gratits the 


things thatwee would have, bur, becauſe wee 


And laſtly, he defcrs,thathe might ſet a high- | 


havc | 


To cnable us 
to uſc his blel- 
lings when we 
haye them, 


To make usto 
prize his ble(- 
tings. 


Simile. 


Concerning 
the meaſure,if 
Ged pive us 
not {ſo much as 
weaske. 
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well asa grea- 
ter. 

Clcared in _in- 
ſtances. 

1. Wealth, 
Pſal,z7.16, 


Sim:le. 


A lefſce meaſure | 
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have not ſo large a meaſure as we expe; there. 
forc we thinke we have it not at all, and that the 
Lord hath denied us our prayers, when indeede 
hee hath nut: for aleſſer meaſure, many times, 
may ſerve as well as a greater-:- as God {aith tg 


temptation doe abide upon us, if there be ſuffi. 
cient grace to keepe us ina continuall conflic, 


| obtaine pardon, to uphold, and tocomf2rt us in 
|1t, it is ſufficient, it may bring usto heaven, we 


a victory, as we would have, yetthar grace may | 
| be ſuthcient, 


| lefſer meaſure may 1erve as well as a greater 
Take it firſt in outward things. | 

A little wealth may ſerve as well as great rc- 
revenucs;as in Pſal.3 7.16: l:1tle that the righteou: 
hath is as much as great revenues tothe wicked : be- 
cauſe a lietle, when Godſhall fill ic with his bleſ- 


hath greatrevenues,and God blowes upon them, 
and leaves anemprtineſle in them, if a man have 
great revenues, if hee have great outward com- 
torts, yer, if there be an emptineſle, if there be a 
vanity in them, if they beas the huske,” without 
the graine, asthe ſhell, without the kernell, as 
_ are often, though there be a. great bulke, 
an 


Paul, My grace ts ſufficient for thee. Though the| 


You ſhall ice this almoſtin allthe things wee 
may ſerve as. have occaſion to .requelt at Gods hands, that a|' 


| and warre againſt it,if there be ſufficient grace to| Þ 


Have a deliverance from-it, even when we ſecme | Þ 
notto be dclivercd ; though we have not fo full}: 


| {ings, it ſhall ſerve the rurne as well; bur,if a man| 


they ſeeme very. fit ro comfort us, , yet they 
wi 
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re. will doe us little good z whereas a little, on the 

the other ſide, will doe much good: for.in this caſe | 

de it isas it was with Manna, Thoſe that had little , 

nes, et they had ſufficient, and thoſe that gathered over, 

1 to et they had never a whit the more : thatis, for their 

\th-| WY uſe and comfort, You know,the little that Dauie/ 

uf. | WY had, it nouriſhed, and ſtrengthened him, as much 

lic, | BY +5 tbegreat portion of the Kings meare, that 0- 

-eto| 3 thers had; and therefore alittle,in this kinde,may 

15: in ſerve as well as much, 

well | Ando likewiſe, alittle grace may be ſo uſcd, | 2 Inftancein 
<mc| BY and improved, that it may cnabie you to doe | 5: 

fill | much, it may preſerve you from finning againſt 

may | God, as well as agreat meaſure, For the confir- 

mation of this looke to Rev. 3.8. Which is a no- | rex,z.8, 

wee [1 table place forthis purpoſe : itis ſaid thereto the 

hat a} Church of Philadelphia,Thou ha#t a little ſtrength, 

cer | WM [they bad bur a little firength, and yer you ſee 

cre what that little ſtrength did : Thor haſt bur 

t re- {alittle flrength, and yet thou haſt kept my word, -and 
teas |haſt rot denied my name: There were but two 
- be- things for them to doe, to kceepe his word, and | 
bleſ- tobe kept from running out to the deniall of his | 
: man | WI fame, and other ſinnes : now thelittle ſtrength 
hem, they had, was ſufficient for theſe ends. So that 
| have we ſee, -hce findes no fault with that Church; 

com- other Churches, that had-more ftrength, it may | 
e be a 'be, they 1ell into greater fſinnes. Butthis is a 
thout rule which is true, you Will finde it trucin all 
11, as obſervation through the Scriprures, That,ſome- | T hos ol 
bulke, times , thoſe that have great grace , yet they aracematehtl 
c they | MW [may fall inio great ſinnes, they may be ſubject | when weake 

will! | EF 2 m_ ſtand. 
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ro ſome ſtrong prevailing luſt; as David, you 
know, had a great grace,and yet, we ce, he was 
ſubject to great finncs rogether with it; . 

And againe,a man may havebut alittle grace, 
and yerthar little grace may be {o ordered, and 
husbanded, and improved, that thar little grace 
may kcepe him trom f(inne, more than the other, 
Note inwhat | T 15S muſt be. warily underſtood, not bur that 
ſenſe this is-to | &reat grace enables a man to doe greatcr workes, 
betaken, [than the other, it enables a man, in the ordinary 

courſe, to re{i{t greater temptations, more than 
lefle grace; bur yet,(I fay for our comfort, that) 
though a man have bur a little ſtrength, yer, as it 
is {aid there inthe ſame place, Rev.z, inthatlir- 
tle ſtrength, I have ſet a doore open to thee,it opened 
| the doore of heaven wide enough , ſo that no 
| man.could ſhur it. 
| And as we ſay of grace, ſo likewiſe for gifts, 
| ſmaller gifts, meaner gifts may ſerve theturne, 
| many times, as well zs greater gifts: for, you 
Simile. \ know, a little finger, a {mall hand may ſerveto 

thread a needle, as well as a great-r, and,ir may 
be, vill doc i: better, for, in the Churchrherc 
are varieties of operations, and variety of tun- 
| tions, and meaner gifts may ſcrve for the dil- 
; Charge of ſome operations, of ſome ſcrvices,tor 
| the Church,as well as greater. And therefore,as 
| there are variety of functions, ſo there are varic- 


3 Inſtance in 
91!rs, 


ty of members, ſome ſtronger, ſome weaker,and 
the weaker may ſerve, in ſome caſes, as well as. 
the ſtronger ; alittle Barke may doe better in a 
{mall river, than a greater ſhippe; fo a man m 

ath 


Semile. 


i. — 


|ties, as well as greater, and better: and theretore 


thing is granted, . not in ſuch a meaſure. -And 


4 


raged, if he have nor ſo.great a meaſure asothers 


[trength-ro goe through all variety of conditi- 
ons, through all the troubles hee meetes with ; 
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hath bur meanc gifts may ſerve meane Capaci- 
thinke not that things are- denied, 'when the 


laſtly, to befaithfull in-alittle gift will bring as 

_ a reward, as tobe faithfull in greatcr: T hoy 
ait beene faithful in little, may make a man ruler | 

over much, and may bring a grear increaſe of the 


talents afrer, Therefore let not a manÞe diſcou- 


have, So likewiſc if a man defire patience, and 


— 


ſometimes the Zord layes a great burthen upon 
2 mans ſhoulders, and gives him great G__ 
to beare it; -ſometimes againe hee gives but a lit- 
tle ſtrength , -but then hee'proportions thebur- 
then roirt; and is it not all one, whether the 
burthen be great, and the ſtrength anſwerabie , 
orthe burthen be lefle, and the fircrgrl little? 
Jometimes hee takes away calamity,tometimes 
hee layes it upon a man, znd gives him as much 
ſtrength as wil beare it,and that is as good,as If it 
were removed ; clſe, what is the mcaning vt 
that, Tow ſhall have an hundred fold with perſecuti- 
on, but that you ſhall have ſo much joy, and 
ſtrength in perſecution, that it ſhall be all one as 
it you wanted it? So we ſee Heb. 7. when Chriit 
prayed for-deliverance, in that great houre of 


| 


feared, and yer, we ſee, the cup did nor paſſe from 


rial, the rext ſauth, Hee was heard in thethings hee 


py 


Faithſulneſſe 
in liule brings 
as great a _re- 
ward as ia 
mcrc. 


4 Inſtance, in 


crofſes, and 
afflittions, 


S$:imite. 


tick. 5.7.7 


Note. 


him , becauſc hee was ſtrengthened to-beare ir, 
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' andſ{0 it is inthis caſe, And ſo much ſhall ſerve 
for a full anſwereto that,that we be not miſtaken 
in judgcing our prayers not to be heard, when 
they are hcard. 

And now, Beloved, what remaines, but that we 
ſer our ſelves to the duty, to doc that wee are ex- 
| horted unto here, namely, to pray continually, that 
| is,to pray very much,to keepe,ar leaſt,a conſtant 
| Courſe init; for, it wee doc neglect it, wee doe 
but robbe God of his mercies,we take rhem with- 

ut his leave, 
_ Againe, we are guilty ofthe ſinne of unthank- 
fulncile:for we ought to give thaxkes in all things, 

Againe,we neglect his worſhip;for you know 
praycr is a part of his worthip, and the neglect of 
it trom'Uay to day,or at any time, when we omit 
it,is a neglect of that worſhip,and ſervice we owe 
unto him, 

Againe, we ſuffer ſin to lye unforgiven, which 
is very dangerous: we deprive our {clves of blel- 
ſings, and bring a curſe upon our ſelves, and we 
ſuffer our hearts to 2row hard, and to be diſtem- 


that deadnelle of ſpirit, that worldly-minded- 
netle, and ynaprneſle to pray, to heare the word, 
and to keep? the ſabbath; wharelſe is the reaton 
of it, why thoſe that have beene forward, and 
zealous profellours,. in former times, have loſt 
their light, and are fallen from their place; I ſay, 
what is the reaſon of it, whenthey were {omc-| 
times fervent in ſpirit ſerving the Lord? That fire | 
was not kept alive with the tuell of prayer; _— | 

; when, 


_— 


for there is not a faithfull prayer that wee make 
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when they declined from that pitch, from that 
degree of faith, which they had obtained, you 
ſhall finde it commonly to ariſe from remiſneſſe 
linthis duty. Therefore wee ſay to ſuch, Repert, 
and amend, and doe your firit workes, that is, uſc 


th . . 7 ” 
your former diligence, renew that, and that will | 


—_— 


renew grace, and ſtrength againe: thereforetake | 
lheede of being negligent, and remiſle inthis du- | 
ty, We have great cauſe to be incouraged to it, 


thalbe loſt, but they come up into remembrance: | 
'And therefore you muſt conſider with your 
ſelves, not onely what you doe for the preſent, 
but what ſtock of praycrs you have laid up. You 
know,a man may have much in bills, and bonds, | 
[as well as in preſent money, ſo there is a certaine | 
ſtocke of prayer, a certaine treaſure Jaid up, that 
ſhall nor be ſliborcn, The husbandman lookes 
not onely uponthe graine that he hath in his gar- 
ner, but hee lookes npon that which is ſowne, 
:ough it be out of his hand, yca he reckons that 
:ne better of the twoz ſo thole prayers that have 
becnc ſowed, (it may be, many yeares agoc)arc 
luch as wili bring in a ſure increaſe. Therefore 
let us be exhorted to be conſtanrin this duty, to 
be frequent therin,to continue in it watching thereto 
w:th perſeverance. 

And now wee have diſpatched this, wee will 
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pray:r is loſt. 


Smile. 


Simwile, 


9 Caſcs of con- 


come to anſ{were ſome caſes of conſcience that 


are divers. 


= XIE 


fall outin the performance of this duty, which | 


ſcience concer- 
2 prayer, 


Firſt, this is one; What ſhalla man judge of | c,ſe x, 7 
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About wan- 
dring thoughts 
in prayer. 


| 


AHaſw. 


I 

The cauſe of 
them is weak- 
nelle. 


Simile, 


h 
$12g.le. 


Þ mile. 


his prayers , when they are accompanied with 
wandring thoughts, whether thoſe prayers are 
ſuch as God wholly refuſcth, or what he is to doc 
in ſuck a caſc,- when hee is ſubjeR ro wandring 
thoughts, to vanity of minde, and diſtemper in 
the performance of that duty 

Tothis I anſwere, that wee muſt diſtinguiſh 
of the cauſe whence theſe wandring thoughts a- 
rilc. 

Sometimesthey ariſe, not ſo much from our 
owne negle&, as from weakeneſle, from temp. 
tation; and in ſuch a caſe God laycs them not 
ſo much to our-charge. As, for example,one thar 
ayes at a marke, and doth his beſt to hir the 
marke, yet, if he hatha hand, oran arme, that 
hath the palſey in it, or if one jogg him while he 
is about it, the fault was not ſo much t.him, it 
' was not want of good will to doe it, nor want 
| of diligence , bur either it. is his weakeneſle, or 
it is an impediment caſt in by another: ſo it isin- 
this caſe,this wandring of minde proccedes from 
a naturall infirmiry, and ;jmbecillity, that hangs 
uponthe nature of man, which is not ſo able ro 
keepe it ſelfe cloſe to ſuch a ſpiritual. buſineſſe: 
and this God conſiders, for he is wiſe, and knowes 
that we arebut fleſh: Whena weake ſervant goes 
about a buſinefſe, though hee doe itnot ſo well 
as a ſtronger, yet amanis wiſe to conſider, that 
| the {crvant is but weake: the Lord conſiders the 
naturall weakneſle that we are ſubje& unto, and 
hee deales mercifully with us, in ſucha caſe: for 

herciaa.man is as one that hath.a bow in his 
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{hooting by another, that is, when Sathan inter- 
mprs him, when hee 1s diligent to hinder him in 
ſuch a duty,_ in this.caſe, Go chargeth it not up- 
ohim, and doth not caſt us off, nor reject our 
prayers, becauſe of that : but,onthe other ſide, 
Wan this wandring of minde {hall riſe from 
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fory but hee hath a palſey arme, and therefore 
hecannot keep? it ſteddy,though he have a mind 
to doe it. 


But the other caſe is, when he is jogged in his | 2.Tempration. 


MMM CG OO 


nzere negligence, on our part, from profaneſle, | 
fom-wanrt of reverence, becauſe we doe not in. | 
end holy duties as wee ought, wee Come not to : 
them with that conſcionableneſſe, with that carc- 
fulneſſe as we ſhould dog; in this caſe now, it is a 
rreat ſinne, this moves the Zord to anger, when 
xe pzrforme the duty in that manner, when we 
doe nat ſo much as {et our ſelves abour 1t with 
our ſtrength , bur ſuffer our mindes to wander 
Without any refiſtance. 

Or ſecondly,when we our ſelves be the cauſe 
df it,by admitting of looſe thoughts,byſutfering 
our ſelves to- be worldly minded, by ſuffering 
aindiſpofition ro grow upon us,and not labou- 
ring to refiſt it, and caſt it off againe. You know... 
When an inſtrumentis our of tune, if the: leſſon 
de never ſo good that is played upou ir, yet it is 
unpleaſant, becauſe the inſtrument is our of tune; 
and whoſe fault is that? So, when thou commeſt 
to God, and ſuffereſt thy heart to-be diſtem- 
pered before, and doeſt not looke to keepe it in 


3. Negligence, 


4. Volantary. 
admitting of . 


Sim:le. 


order,thar is thy ſinne,as well as thy profaneſſe, 
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How-to pre- 
yent wandring 
thoughts in 

{ Praycr, 

k 


| Simale, 


| 


Caſe 2. 

| About Indiſpo 
{ ſcdneſs, & dul- 
nefle, & unapt 


| CAnſw1 . 


| Object. 


[4 uſw. 


| 


—_—_— 


| 


neſſetoprayer. | knowes not how to goe about the duty, and le 


and neglect inthe very time of the perfortnance; | 
And, by this you may learne, how to judge of 
wandring thoughts in the performance of this 
duty, and likewiſe you may ſec how to prevent 
them. The way to prevent them, is to keepe our 
hearts in tune before, to have them ready, as the 
wiſe man hath his heart at hts right hand, that is, 
he hath it ready when he hath it to uſe. Whena 
manis to uſe his horſe, he doth not ſuffer him to 
runne up and downe in the paſtures wildely, bur 
will have him under bridle ; ſo we ſhould keepe 
our hearts in frame, that they may be ready to 
doe us ſervice in ſuch an holy duty, when wee 
have ncede of them. 

Secondly,we muſt be diligent, when we come 
to performe the duty, that, though our mindes 
doe wander, yet we may be ready to recall them 
preſently, ro ſet our ſelves to it with all dilt- 
gence. So much for anſwering of this firſt caſe. 

The ſecond Caſe is, what a man is to doe, 
when hee findes a great indifpoſition to prayer, 
ſuch a dulnefſe, and deadneſſe in him, that hee 


thinkes,if he doe it,it were as good be undone. 

To this I anſwer briefly,that in all ſuch caſcs, 
a man is bound notwithſtanding to performe it, 
lethis heart be never ſo much out of temper, let 
there be never ſo great a dulneſſe, and deadneſie 
| of ipirit upon him, yet he is bound to doe it. 
-_ you will ſay, Why,but I am altogether 
unfir. 7 


———_— 
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I anſwer, That a man by ſetting himſelfe _ | 
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the worke, ſhall gather a fitnefle, though he were 
unfit at the firſt. You know, members, that arc 
benummed, yet by uſing them, they ger life, and 
heate, and come, in the end, to be nimble e- 
nough ; ſoit is with the heart,inthis caſe, when 
tis benummed, the very uſing of it makes it fit 
forthe duty. Y ou know, wood, though it bee 
greene, yet, if it be long blowed, atthe length it 
will be dry, and take fire; ſoit is with the heart, a 
man may bee long about getting it on the wing , 
yet, with much adoe he may doe it; and therc- 
fore he ought to doe this duty. in ſuch a caſe; yea 
ſomuch the rather, becauſe there is never more 

neede of calling-upon God, than at ſuch a time: 

for then a man lyes moſt expoſed to temptation, 
then,if any ſinne come, he is ready to be overta- 
ken with it, hee is unfit for any thing : andthere- 

fore, if ever he have ncedeto call upon God, it 1s 
athattime, 

But you will ſay, It may be,God will not ac- 
cept it, 

Lanſwer briefly, Alchough a mans heart be ſo 
diſpoſed, that when hee hath done all hee can, . 
|yer hee can get no life, hee can get no heate inthe 
performance of ſuch a duty, yet God may accept 
that prayer, as well as that which is moſt fer- 


vent. And that you may. underſtand this aright, 


you muſt rake it with this diſtinction: 
This dulneſſe, and deadnefle in prayer , 1t 
comes from one of theſe two cauſes; 
| One is, when God withdrawes his owne ſpi- 
it, that is, withdrawes not his ſpirit 4 5 
(ror 


Simile. 


Never more 
need to pray, 
than when we 
are molt indil- 


poſed, 


Vote. 


Object. 


2 CAnſw. 


Cauſes of dul- 


nefle, 


x. Deſertion, 
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(for there may bea helpe, when wee perceive it 
not) but when he withdrawes the livelineſſe,and 
quicknefle of his ſpirit; and inthis cale,if we doe 
our duty, if wee doe the beſt wee can, the Lord 
doth acceptir, though hee hath not vouchſafed 
ſuch enlargemenr of our hearts, though he hath 
not powred out his ſpirit upon us, inthe perfor. 
| mance of the dutie,as at other times, bur he gives 
a ſecret helpe,that perhaps wefcele not,nor per- 
haps is ſo great as at other times; yer I ſay, when 
———_ ariſerh from his owne withdrawing ofthar fit- 
ligence. nefle, and we are notnegligent, which is theo- 
| ther cauſe, I ſay, when we are not negligent, bur 
we doe our beſt, inthis caſe, God accepts the will 
for the deed,as we have often ſaidto you:that rule | 
alway holds good; when the impediment is ſuch 
Whenindifpo- | 35 WEE cannotremove, when the dulneſle of ſpi- 
ſition is no | 11E1S{uch as it 1s not in our power toTtemove, 
hinderance, | when we have uſcd our utmoſt diligence, inthat 
caſc it is no hindrance. And therefore it is agreat 
comfort unto us,that we have uſed our diligence 
in this duty,when we have uſed our beſt to quic- 
ken our hearts, though it be not done, yet God 
{accepts our prayers, as well as if they were pet- 
formed ina more lively and fervent manncr. 
Caſe.3. The next caſe is, whataman is to doe after he 
Abeurpraying | hath commirtcd ſome grear ſinne, after hee hath 
= Smmice* | Wounded his conſcience, whether then,notwith- 
red ſome groſſe | ſtanding hee muſt come, and keepe his conftant 
— courſe in praying, morning and evening;whethcr 
he ſhall be ſo bolde, as ro come into Gods pre- 
{ence after he hath ſo exccedingly offended _ | 
0 
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| Tothis I anſwer, thata man is bound, (not-, cA»pw. 
\wichſtanding any ſinne that hee hath commited, | In this. caſe 
beit what it will be ) to keepe his courſe con- benialetings 
andy in prayer, and not to omitir, not to keepe 
of,not tv deferre it. And my ground tor it is,be- | 1 Real. | 
cauſe this is a duty, itis a charge, that God hath | te is 'Gods 
lidupoa all, to.pray continually ; that is, at the | command. 
lat twice a day, as we jhewed before, to keepe | 
aconſtant courle in it. Now, it is certaine, our | 
filing in onething, muſt not excuſe us in ano- | Ng: 
ther: when the dutic lyes on us, we have no diſ- 
renfation to be negligent init; and therefore we | 
acbound to dot it. t 
Againe, conſider this, that a particular offence | > Rea. 
dth not offend ſo much,as if we grow ſtrangers | Negle&intlifs 
0God, as.if wee grow tO a generall rebellion | 5 wort than 
wainſt him, As, put the caſe, a childe commits | .gamitned be- 
great offence againſt his tarher, yer,it he runne | 
away from his fathers houſe,and grow a ſtranger | 
thim, that is more than the particular offence :.. 
fora generall rebellion muſt needs be more than | 
the particular. And to-give over calling upon 
'614,to breake off that courſe, to grow a ſtranger 
him, torunne away from his houſe, and (as it 
werejto be ready ro give over all his ordinances, 
&aconftant courſe of obedience to him, rhis is 
agenerall rebellion, & is worle than the-particu- 
r; yea ſuch carriage,afrer fin committed,moves 
Godto anger more than rhe finne ir ſelte:as many 
umes, the contemptuous, negligent, rebellious 
carriage, atter an offence, moves a maſter, a hul- 
\dand,or a parent more,than the particular failing 
Mough it were exceeding great. | Be- | 


—— 
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3 Kea. 

It leaves the 
breach in the 
conſcienceos 


pen, 


If we recover 

4 not quickly 
out of a fin, 
we adde more 
to it, 


ſo 
RD 


Beſides,confider,when a'man commirs agreat | 
ſinne, he makes a great gappc inhis conſcience, 
he makes a grear breach therezand will you haye 


| that breach lye open? 15 not that very-dange-| 
| rous? is not thatthe way to bring in more finne, 
| and to ſuffer thoſe good things thar-are in the 
| heart to ſteale out? 1 will giveyou but one in- 
ſtance for this : You ſee, S, Petey, -when he had 
committed a great finne, in denying his Maſter, 
and forſwearing oft him too, ' yer, becaule hee 
came in-preſently, and-repented, and ſought 


preſerved from running into further arrerages: 
for hee made up the gappe , hee made up the 
breach. 

Wee ſee, onthe other ſide, when David had 
committed that ſinne with Bathſheba , and did 
not come unto God, as hee ſhould have done, 


hinz, in repenting,” and renewing his repentance, 
and praying to him, you know, how many finnes 
hee fell into.” And likewiſe, -that was the caſc of 
Salomon, you know, to-whata height hee grew, 
by notcomming to God, at his firſt failing: And} 
therefore, I ſay, there is reaſon, that wee ſhould 
doc it, though rhe ſinne be great , wee ought | 
tocome in, and ro keepe our courſe conſtant- 
ly 


But may I not ſtay till-I be more fitted, till 
my heart bce more ſoftened , and more hum- 
bled ? 

Beloved, to ſtay in this caſe is dangerous, for 


| the 


—— 
—_ 


pardon, (as you know hee did) you ſee,hce was |Þ 


to keepe his ordinary courſe in ſacrificing unto - 
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the heart commonly growes more hard in con- 
tinuance;. the conſcience is more tender, imme- 
liatly after the ſinne is commirted, than it is at- 
terwards; and when thou ſtayeſt for more hu- 
[mility, thou findeſt leſſe: * Andrherefore, while 
the wound is greene,. and when the fire hath ta- 
ken newly hold, it is then beſt ro quench it , be- 
'forethe wound be feſtered, before it hath. con- 
tinued long ; for the. heart will grow worſe and 
\worſe, as it is Heb.3.12. Take heed: that you be not 
budened through the deceitfulneſſe of ſunne : The 
[mzaning is-this, when you commit a finne, 
you thinke, if you ſtay a weeke, or a fortnight, or 
lamanerh,you ſhall come inas well as atthe firſt; 
no, i1ith the Apoſtle, 1h le it is to day, come in, 
AY thatis, doc it preſently , for finne will deceive 
IF you, it will harden your heart before you bce a- 
IF ware, it will make a diſtance berweene God and 


youfaurther on: and therefore take heede, that 
your hearts bee not hardened through the de- 


Andtherefore in this caſe you ſhould doe as-you 


(cittulnef of ſinne, that ſinne doe not deceive | 
| Jyou, and ir will doe it b<forc you thinke of it. 


doe with waters; when waters breake out a lit- 


tle, iris beſt ra ſtop chem preſently ; if you ſuf- 
fer them, they will make the breach greater, till 
alengrh,you be unable to ſtop them : ſo in this 
cale, when you have comitred a great ſinne,come 
n ſpeedily, 

| But you will ſay, What,ſhall a man come into 


Cogs preſence, who is moſt holy,after he ay | 
| c 


Staying for 
fitnes after lin 
comnmitted, we 
become more | 
uafie, 


Heb. 3.13, 


S$imile. 


0} 


1 


| Anſw, 


| to God with a | 
| diſpolition tut- | ; | : 
| aminde ſo faſhioned, and ſo framed, in that caſe 
. thou doeſt exceedingly provoke him, this is a 


| very high degree of profaneſle: and therefore, 


| ned from {i1. 
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About a ſect 
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| filed himſelfe with ſome great ſinne, is not this 
an unreverent thing 7 

I anſwer bricfly,it is very true, if thou be bold 

to come into Gods preſence with the ſame diſpo- 

ſition wherewith the {inne was committed, with 


| when wee ſay, thou muſt come in, and keepe a, 


conſtant courle in prayer notwithſtanding, the; 
| meaning is, you muſt come in with a diſpoſition 
| turned afide from your fins, and brought home 
'to Ged, with a minde to abhorrethat which is e- 
| vill, and rocleaveto that which is good, there 
| muſt bee this converſion of the minde to him, 
| thou muſt not come inwith rhe ſame diſpoſition, | 
that muſt be altered. So much ſhall ſerve forthe 
| anſwer tothis caſe. 

Another caſe is, whether wee may uſe a ſet 
forme of prayer 2 and likewiſe whether it bce 


ſufficient * 


I neede not ſay much to you, for I thinke there 
is none herethat doubr of it, butthar a fer forme, 
of prayer may be uſed : you know, Chriſt prc- 
ſcribed a .orme, you know, there were certune 
Pſalmes that were prayers, that were ved con-} 
| ftantly ; and therefore there isno dovbr bur that | 
| a ſer forme may be uſed, we have that example | 
for it: And inthe Church, art all rimes, in the} 
primitive times of the Church, and all along to | 
che beginning of the reformed times, 
and Calvins time, till, inall rimes, t 
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ion againſt it of weight. One maine objeRion 
this : 

That in tinted prayer the ſpirit is ſtrained, 
whena man is tyed to a forme, then hee ſhall 
have his ſpirit, as it were, bounded, and limited, 
thathee cannot goe beyond that which is pre- 
(cribed ; and therefore, ſay they, it is reaſon a 
[man ſhould be left ro more libertie, ( as hee is 
nconceived prayers, ) and not tyed to a ſtrict 
forme. | 

To this I anſwer, even thoſe men that are a- 
zanſt this, and that uſe this reaſon, they doe the 


heares it; I ſay, it is a forme to him. For pur 
that caſe, that he that is a hearer, that heares 2n- 
other pray, ſuppoſe that his ſpirit bee more in- 
larged, iris a ſtraitning to him, hee hath no li- 
erty to goe out, he is bound to kceepe his minde 
nent upon it: And therefore, if thar were a ſuf- 
acient reaſon-that a man might not uſe a ſer 
form, becauſe the ſpirit is ſtrairned,a man ſhould 
not heare another pray (though it be a conceived 
praycr) becaule, in that caſe, his ſpirit is limited 
itmay be, the heater harh a larger heart, a great 
Gale, than hee that ſpeakes and prayes : ſo that 
thereis a bounding,and ftraitning, and alimiting 
| of = ſpirit. And therefore that reaſon cannot be 
200d, | gait: 


' 


ted, arthat-time, yer hee h 


a libertie, at gther 
"4 % 


| rims, 


had ſer formes they uſed, and I know no obje-, 


lame thing daily in the congregation: for when | 
another prayes, thatis a ſer forme to him thar | 


Againe, I gafwer, —_ the ſpiritbe limi-' 
at 


Aaſw.1. 
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ſame thing. 
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. PI an... 
times,to pray as freely as he will in private; and 
therefore he is not ſatycd, bur, though, at that 
time he be, yet it ts no generall tye; at another 
time, or immecdaatly after, he may be as frce as he 
will in ſecret, | 
3 Anſwm. ' Againe, Ianſwer, it isnot a tyc, and a re- 
The fpirit is | ſtrajnr of tlie ſpirit, becauſe there is a rye of 
not reſtrained | - 
in a fer forme | WOrds ; for the largeneſle of the heart ſtands nor 
of prayer. : | {g@ much in the multitude and variety of exprei- 
ons, as inthe extent of rhe affetion: now then 
| the heart may be very large,for all that ; though 
he be tycd in words, yet there 1s not a tye upon 
the aftection,that may be extended more, in put- 
ting up the fame petition, when another mans is 
more ſtraitned:. therefore there is no tye, and li- 
mit upon that. And this is enough to ſatisfic that, | 
that a ſet forme of prayer muſt be uſed. 

But now, if you aske, whether that be ſuſhci. 
ent? whether a man may thinke, if he have beene 
preſent at publique prayer, (whichis a commen- 
dable thing to uſe 5 y)I ſay, whether that 
be lufficient. 
nſw. My Bcloved,this is a matter of ſome moment, 
| Thougn a ſet) tg conſider what wee ought to-doe in this caſe, 
: forme may be 2 


| vicd in prayer, | For Vie may be deceived in ir;and I anſwer plain- 
; yer thac alone | ]y, Itis not ſufficient : A man that is diligent in 
© 2a _— publique prayers,that keepes them morning and 
evening, if hee thinkes now hee hath.diſcharged 
his duty, hee is-in a very great errour: and this 1s 
the reaſon, becauſe they are not ſufficient. In- 
deed, they are tobe uſed, for God is worſhipped! 
inthem, and itis a more publicke worſhip: and| 
: when 
_—m_——— 
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when God is honoured before many (as a man, | | 
when there are many ſpectators, taore honour 1s Simale, 
| [done to him) it is a greater honour,ſfoit is when 
men joyne inthis worſhip. And many other rea- | 5Reaſonspro” 
ſons there be, bur that is not the thing, I am now | farhe ofpray. 
upon, to commend it to you; bur, I ſay,it is not | cris not tuſfi 
{ufficient, alchough ir ought to be done, becauſe | 5, 
there are many particular ſinnes, which cannot 1260 
beconfeſſed in publique prayer, there are many 
particular wants, which in publique prayer you 
cannot unfold, and open, and cxpretle unto the 
Lord. 
| Againe, theend of a ſet forme of prayer is to | 2 Rea. 
bea helpe for the private, (for the publique itis 
another caſe) a helpe that one may uſe that js yer 
exceeding weake: achilde,that cannot goe, may | _ 
have ſuch aproppe, but wee muſt not alway be | $:m2-/e. 
children, we muſt not alway uſe that helpe. 
Befides,we muſt conſider this, that there is no | 3 Rezſ. 
man, that hath any worke of grace in his heart, 
but he 1s enabled in ſome meaſure to pray, with- 
'out a ſet forme of prayer, hee is able to expreſle 
his defires to God 1n private,one way or another: 
[There was nevet any man inany extreame want, 
/but he knew how to expreſle himſelfe, where he 
bad libertie to ſpeake; ſo it is in this caſe. 
| Beſides, the ipirit of a man hath greater liber- |4 Reaf. 
tyinprivate; there a man may powre forth his 
ſoule to the Lord, as Hanna ſaith,1 Sam. 1. which in | Sam, 
publicke hee cannor doe freely : there are many | 
particular mercies, which hee hath cauſe to bee. 
thankfull to God for. 
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| Beſides, thereis a particular painesthata man | 


| taske, but the end is to keepe the heart in order; 


| 


is to take wirhhis heart, from day to day, which, 
inthe publike common peritions, hee is not able 
to doe: for, Beloved, know this, that the prayer, 
that is required from day to day, is not ſo much 
the performance ofthe duty, the doing of the 


for, if ſinfull luſt grow upon it, and diſtempers, 
and worldly mindedneffe, the end of this duty 
is to worke them out againe,to renew repentarice 
againe; and, whenthere is. a forgetfulneſſe of 
the covenant, when grace growes weake, when 
good defires begin to languiſh, ro renew,and re- 
cover them, to put fuell ro them : and this is not 
done by the performance of the publike onely, 
And therefore, I ſay, though you performe it 
in your families, and meete in the congreg2- 
tion, you muſt not thinke that this is cnough, 


you are bound toa private pertormaace of this 
duty. | 

7 (PSS is another Cafe, what a man is to 
doe inthe private performance of this duty,whe- 
ther he be bound alwayecs to uſe his voice? whie- 
ther hee be bound alwayes to uſe ſuch a kinde ot 
geſture ? | | 

I anſwer this briefly,(for there is no great dit- 
ficulty inthefethings, and thereforc I paſſe them 


over ) forthe geſture in publike, there is more 
heede to be taken” of that, becauſe it is a'pub- 
like and open-worſhip of God, and therefore in 
publike the geſture is alway to be reverent.. Y ou 


know how. often it.is repeated , ( in the olde tc- 
ſtament| 
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tament eſpecially ) that they bowed downe, and 
porſhipped till, Chri# looked up to heaven, Par! 
tuceled downe, and the reſt with him, and prayed, 
and many ſuch like expreſſions you have menti-| 
oned in the Scriptures : where you have prayer 
mentioned in publicke,ftill you ſhall finde an ex- 
preſſion of ſome reverent geſture, and when we 
appeare before the Lord in the publicke-pertor- 
mance of this duty, efpeciall. care muſt be taken 
hereunto. In the private, the caſe is different, 
chere variety of geſtures may be uſed, I doe not 
[ce but all variery of geſtures may be uſed; there 
are many examples for walking, and lying, and 
{ting : onely this is'to be taken heede to, thar, 
even 1n private,as farre as may be, the geſture be 
ſuch, as may both expreſfe the inward reverence 
{inthe heart, and of the outward man ; but there 
salibertic in thar : 1 thinke this is the beſt rule 
in private, that thar-geſture be uſed, thar doth | Vo7e- 
moſt quicken, 8 doth hclpe the dury moſt. Some 
geſture may bring a dulncſſe, and indiſpoſttion, 
when another may quicken the body, and make |- 
{tmore fit for prayer: ſomerimes lying is incon- 
venient, and ſometimes more convenient: And 
therefore, inthis caſe, the beſt rule is, to ufc thar Ther 
geſture, which quickens moſt, which helpes moſt | ,yiuute prayer 
the duty. Some geſtures may breede a wearineile | thar dothmoſ 
inthe body, ſome may breedea dulneſle; fome | Ten. 
ae painfull ro the body:all this is a hunderance to 
ow duty,when the change of it may quicken and | 
elpe, 
Now for the voice, I ſay,for that, (as for the 
| G 3 geſture ) 
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4 geſture) it is not fimply and: for Gol & 
| ſpirit, and he will be-worfhipped in ſpirit. Men, that 
have carcs,and bodies,they muſt have men ſpeak 
tothew: bur God, that is a ſpirit, delights in that 
whichis like himſelfe, and therefore all his eye 
isuponthe inward-bchaviour of the ſpirit, Be- 
ſides, the ſpirit may ſpeake to God, when the 
voice doth not ; as,you know,the Angels ſpeake 
to God, and they ſpeake one-to another. The 
Schoolem&@ have great diſputes about the ſpeech 
of Angels, but this they agree in, that one Mn- 
Angels how | ge{ ſpeakes to another after this manner ; When 
on/p one | any One hath a conceit in his mind, ofany thing, 
another, witha will that another ſhould underſtand tr, 
and that God ſhould underſtand ir, that is enough 
for the expreſſion of it; ſo is it with the ſpirit of 
a man, when he hath ſuch a petition 1n his heart, 
in his minde, anÞrhere is a deftre in his will, that 
God ſhould underſtand thar petition; thacr is an 
offering it up to the Lord, itis as true a [peaking 
tothe Lord, as when you deliver it by an out- 
ward voice,tor the ſpirit agrees with the Angels, 
| aSir isa ſpirit, and as they ſpeake one to another: 
{nd to the Lord , ſo doth the ſpirit of man; 
thougn indecde the tongue be.to be uſed, as it 
lam. 3.9. is, 1424.3. 9., Therewith bleſſe wee God,and rhere- 
vath ſhould we pray among others, and before 
others, and ſpcake before others : but when 
Whe the yoice | there is any Cauſerto uſe the. voice in private, it 
6b aſedin pray” | js this, as farreas it may quickenthe hearr, (as | 
ſaid of geftute ) and as farre as thereby wee may 
| keepe our thoughts from wandring. It the voice 
were 


—_—— 
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were not uſed, perhaps, the thoughts would be 
ſubje& ro more wandring, and we ſhould not be 
[ready to take notice of them , but they would 
ſlip before wee are aware: and therefore, when 
thevoice is uſed , it muſt bee to keepe in the 
thoughts. In ſome caſes, to omit the voice, is 
| more convenient,when ir may draw any other 

| inconvenience; but that is lcft to every 

| mans particularcaſe,as he ſhall findethc 

| uſe of itto hinder him, or further 

| him. And fo much ſhall ſerve 

| for this Caſe. 


| 


_- , _ 
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U1THESS.5.17; 
Pray continually. 


23, Nother Caſe of Conſcience (in 
the buſineſle of prayer, is) what 
4 a man is to doe, when hee is in 
ANY? 4 commenting }by reaſon of ſome 
7] Waighty buſinefle, that requires. 

EEE N ack and ſudden dil barchand 
gives him not the leiſure and liberty, rhar other- 
wiſe he might have had * 
Wi? Tothis Ianſwer you (hall-finde, tha in Scrip- 
b | 3 tures, the prayers of Saints have beene ſomc- in 
£7 times larger, and ſomerimes ſhorter. Our Savi- ri 

| | Our Chrizz, you know, | ſpent. a whole \it 


{-- - ( SS 4 night 


Caſe 6. 
About wantof 
letfureta pray) 
by reaſon of 
preſent buſi- 
inefſes to be. - 


{pcedily diC- 
= 
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ght inprayer ; Surely he did nottake ſo much | 
incalwayes, and,no doubt, - wee/ have libertie 
ſmerimes to be larger, 'ſometimcs ſhorter, ac- 
cording as. our occaſions will 'permir. But yet 
this you muſt remember, thatthough the buſi- 
neſe be great, - yet that buſineſle, that concernes | 
the falyation ot our ſoules, and the worſhip- of 
64d, is greater: And rhercfore, except it bec a 
true ſtrair, this is ill-ro be -preferred , for it is a 
bulineſſe 6f greater moment :' and therefore you 
maſt givea juſt weightto your bufineſſe,and not | 
offer every ſmall buſinefſe that comes in to 
thruſt out this dutie : for here you keepe not the 
dye proportion, but negle the-greater, and take | 
the leſſe; _ 

' Beſides, doe younot ſay,when you have great 
bulineſſe in hand, that a man muſt have a dining 
time, anda Necping time, '&c. Why:may wee 
not ſay as well, A.man muſt have aprayingrime; 


you know the courſe that hee kept in reading the 
word, ( for thatis clcerely meant in thar place,) 

It mas more precions to him than his appointed foode: 

that is, he had rather omit his uſuall meales, (for- 
that hee meanes by his appointed foode) than to 
omit conſtant courſe in performing thoſe holy 
duties. Therefore, I ſay, it-ought carcfully ro 
derooke heede of, that wee omir it nor, except it | 
be a very great ſtrait, if ir be, wee may be ſhort 
nit, Goaryes us not ſo exactly you fee therein, | 


sitnotneceſlary 2 You know what 7ob faith., | 


rules arenot ſet'downe it the Scriptures, where- | 


Matters concer- 


ning ſalvation }: 
to be preferred 
beforcoutward | 


bulincſle, 


Wee ſhould 
allot time for 
prayer, as well 
as for other bu- 


ſinefle, 


it weare tyed preciſely to fuch an houre,to-fuch 
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Cautions a- 
bout ſhortnes 
of praycr in 
\fach ſtraits. 

1 Caution, 


well two 
waycs, 
I 


Husband time 


a time, but God, in mercie, and in wiſedome, 
hath left ie-to your libertie: onely, youſee,this is 
the command, Pray continually, doe it exceeding 
much, at the leaſt, keepe a conſtant courſe in it, 
as wee heard before., but-you may be ſhorter| 


Init, J 3 24: 
| Nowlettheſe five Cautions be obſerved. 

Firſt, take heede that this ſtraitning come 
not from your ill kusbandry, that is, from your 
ill husbanding of time; for, if aman were care- 
full ro redeeme time before, it may be, he necde 
' not be put to ſuch a ſtrait, as hee 1s at that time, 
when he is to performe this duty. Suppoſe you 
have a-journey. to gae., that, requires ſo much 
time, and you muſt be gone earely; you may ſo 
husband the time before, that you may gettime 
for your journey. And for the performance of 
this duty, and fo for other bufineſle, as 1 ſaid in 
the morning, when you ſhould ſequeſter _ 
ſelves to pertorme this duty of prayer,take heed 
that you bc good ſtewards of your time,that you 
husband it well. | 

And likewiſe, this is another part of husban- 
ding your time, that you let not that, which 1s 
very precious, goe for things of ſmall moment, 
farthat is ill husbandry. You ſhould redeeme 
the time, and buy it with the loſſe of ſomething, 
You have time to beſtow in the waighty bu- 
ſineſſe of your calling, in things that belong to 
the good of man, much more ſhould youin thus 
that belongs to the worſhip of God : And there- 
fore, if it may be,redecme it with {ome loſle; {o 


jf 


you, 


[when the ſoule cleaves too faſt upon the buſines, 
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not time as you ought. This 15 the firſt Caution 
thar ought tobe obſerved, to husband and re- 
keme the time well. 

The ſecond is, if we be ſtraitned at any time, 
rcompence itar another time :' for if it be not a 
kigned excuſe and pretence, if yoube ſtraitned, 
when you have libertie, you will be carefull t9 


your ſincerity inir, that 1t is true, and that ir is 
notan excuſe,and a putting off. 


that you take not too much bufineſle upon you; 
ifyou be ſtraitned with buſinefle, and therefore 
cannot be ſo large inthe performance of this du- 
on otherwiſe you would, if you dil not take 
0 much upon you, your {clves are the cauſe of 
And thertore, he that takes lefle, he that ſpends 
more time in the things that belong to ſalvation, 
he hath made the better choiſe; as Mary made a 
better choiſe than Martha, though her imploy- 
ment were good. | 

Likejiſe, as you muſt not peſter your ſclves 
with too much buſineſſe, ſo likewiſe you muſt 
take care, that your mindes be not too much in- 
tent upon them;zfor too much intention of minde 


- [upon bufineſle, cauſeth diſtraftion in prayer,and 


cauſerh us to poſt over the dutie, as well as too 
much bufineſle : when a mans minde ſhootes it 
elfe too farre in bufinefſe, when it is too much 
occupied abour it, when ir is. too much intent, 


[EEE 


jou ought to husþand it, otherwiſe you redeeme. 


ſpend moretimein ir; by that you ſhall know | 


Morcover,another Caution to be obſerved is, 


2. Cantion., 
Recompence it 
another time, 


3 Caution. 
Take heede of 
roo much bu- 
linefle. 


3 Cartion, 
Be not too ins 


| tent upon bu- 


lineſle. 


% 


and 
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5 Caution. 


' Looke to the 
ground of the 
ſtrait, : 


/ 


C aſe T, 
About uſe of 
the mcancs. 


Anſw. 


Reaſons why 
meanes muſt 


be uſed. 


I Reaſ. 
Elſe our de- 
ſires arc not 


good, 


and cannozlooſc ir ſelfe to the performance of 
ſpiimuall duties, which require freedome. 


when wee: have buſinefle' of moment in hand, 
there 1s a turning, and poſting from one creature 
| to another, from the uſe of one meancs to ano- 
ther, that wee cannot get time in'praycr, not ſo 
much for want of time ſimply, but becauſe wee 
minde the meanes too much,we intend them too 
much, wee doe nottruſt God enough with the 
buſineſle; if we did, we might ſpend leſſe time in 
them, and more in ſeeking to him. So much for 
thar Cale. 


Another Cafe of Conſcience in this buſineſle 


of calling upon God is, What a-man is to doe 
for the uſe of the meanes, for when wee are bid 
to pray, and ſccke to God, that is the ordinary 
queſtion ; Burt may wee not uſe the meancs 
t00 © ; 

To this I anſwere., Thar prayer is fo farre 
from excluding the meanes , thar it includes 


| them; for, if the deſire be fervent, when we deſire 


any thing at Gods hands., it will make us dili- 
gent inthe ufe of the meanes, to uſe a convenient 
diligence, as it will make you carneſt in ſeeking 
to God, and in putting up your requeſts to him. 
For, ifaman ſhall pray., and-bee negligent 1n 
theuſe ofthe meanes, I will be bolde to ay it, 
it is bur like the deſire of the ſlnggard, 'thar 1s 
alanguiſhing, fainting deſire: Hee deſires, but 


his 


x MENS. WE # ot tbe; ——__ 
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_- Thelaſt Caution is-; that the ſtrait riſe not | 
from diffidence in Goa, and confidence in the || 
.ufe:of rhe meanes, for, -it falls our oft times | 


| 


_ 
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tis foule hath. nothing ; hee deſires, bur he puts 
ts hand into his boſome : the deſires which 
jou expreſſe, when you pray, they are nor fer- 
wat, they are not carneſt, if you bee remiſle in 
the uſe of the meanes. Hee that deſires grace, 
lefres ſtrength againſt ſinfull luſts and remp- | 
ation,and yer is remifle in the ufe of the meanes, 
by which grace ſhould be increaſed,and ſtrength | 
rained, to reſiſt thoſe corruprions, andtemp- | 
ations z certainely his deſires are bur vaine de- | 
lres. : 

Befides,, it is an argument that wee truſt not | , reaſ. 
n-Gozd, that wee make not accompt of onr | Elſcitisa ſign 
prayers, except wee bee diligent in the uſe of ty. __ 
the meancs ; therefore wee are farre from ex- | 
duding them: for, if you ſecke to God, and truſt | 
toyour prayers, and thinke that they will pre- | 
vale with him, it will worke this effect, thar | 
you will be carefull ro uſe ſuch meanes, as God | oy 
hath ordained to bring the thing to paſſe. Even | — 

s, ifa ma ſeeke to a Phyſitian, to ſuch a Phy-'| Simile. 
fitian, thar hee truſts to, into whoſe hands hee 

would put his life z when this Phyfitian pre- | 

kribes ſuch} a courſe, ſuch a dyer, and ſuch a 
thingto- bee takenat ſuch a time, the more hee 
reſts upon the Phyſitian, the More carefull hee 
will bee to obſerve his preſcription, and rules: | 
And ſo, inthis caſe, the more you reſt on God, 
themore carfull you will bee ro uſe ſuch meanes 
35 hee hath appointed , when hee hath ſaid , 
theſe; and theſe meancs are to bee uſed. Inthis 
Icaſc, I. ſay,.it is a ſigne yourprayers are more 
| to} 


\ 
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3 Reaf. 


pray for, 


| 
| 
| 


4 Reaſ. 
{ Prayer not the 
onely meanes. 


Cautions a» 
bout the uſe 


—_—_— 


of the meanes. 


ro purpoſe, when youare diligent in the uſe 6 
them., when you dare not fleight nor negle& 
them, 

Againe,you muſt conſider this,that, when we 


It is that wee | PFay, atany time, weedoe not pray to have a- 


| nything done without meanes, but wee pray to 
| have a bleſſing upon the meanes, and,it we pray 
| fora bleſſing upon the meanes, our minde is not 
| that they ſhould be omitred : for, you-ſce, -God 
doth all things by ſecond cauſes, he ſaves us not 
without our ſelves.*that is, he uſeth us as inſtru- 


tures,and by meanes; and the end of our prayers 
is,not to have them done-without meanes, but to 
have a bleſſing upon them. Bur that which is 
chiefly to bee obſerved to-cleare-this point to 
you is this; That prayer is not the onely meanes, 
it is but part of the meanes to bring any thing to 
paſſe, 

There are two things to effe@ a buſineſfe, that 
is,prayer and meanes both: we doe not ſay pray- 
er 1s the onely meanes , indeede, then the other 
were excluded ; bur fince it is buta part, and 
the other makes up the totall meanes of bring- 


ments, he doth cvery thing by men, ind by crea-| 


ing any thing to paſſe, it doth not exclude them, 
but they may be both joyned together, prayer, 
and the uſe of the meanes. This is enough to 
thew that we may uſe meanes,we may pray, and 
lay our hand on the plowe , wee may ſeeke to 
God, and bediligent, and as diligentas any body 
elſe. But now theſethree Cautions are to be ob- 


| {crved. 


—_——C_ 
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The firſt is, That, if wee doc uſe meanes, wee 
uſethoſe thar are right; for, if you truſt God, 
nd depend upon him, you will not ſteppe 
'out to -any ' inordinate meanes , nor uſe law- 
full meanes in an .inordinate manner : If you 
doeſo, it is an argument that your prayers 
aeofno value in your owne eſteeme, you'doe 
not reſt on God, for, if you did, you would 
ot ule other meanes , than hee hath appoin- 
ted, 
| Secondly, Though youuſethe mcanes, and 
pray both, yer you muſt ſo .uſe the. meanes, that 


nething to uſe the meanes,& it is another thing 
tohave confidence in them. And therefore wee 
ky to you in this caſe, that you muſt doe as hee 
thatuſerh the light of rhe Sunne; he fo uſerthrhe 


lighr, that he hath an eye upon the Sunne, from 

rhom thatlight comes; for, he knowes, that if 
F: te Sunne were ſer, the light would be gone. Or 
4 he that takes water in a Ceſterne, or River, he 
G brakes it, as that hee hath an eye to the foun- 
q lane, hee knowes if the fountaine were ſtopped, 
"7 tie River would be quickly dried up: So you 
ſhould thinke with your ſelves , if I uſe any 
i, meanes, any creature, any inſtrument to bring 
bo things to paſſe, mine eye muſt be upon God: for 
q Uthe helpe that we have from the creature, it is 
: butas a beameto-the helpe that comes from Gad 

limſelfe. And therefore you muſt doe in this 
/ aſe,as Phyſitians are wontto doe, they put ma- 

ly ingredients-into a thing, bur it is one-princt- 
op 


your confidence be not in your prayers: for it is- 


1 Caution. 
Wee muſt vie 
righrmeancs, 


2, Caution, 


Not truſt the 
meanes. 


Simile, 


Simite. 


Simile. 


pall* 
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| pall ingredient, amongſt the reſt thathe makes 
account will cure the diſeaſe: So doe, inthis 
caſe, make uſe, both of the prayer, and of the 
meanes, ,yet you muſt know, that prayer is the 
principall effeer of the thing, and the princi- 
| pall meanes, it is that, wherein your contidence 
|15tobc: for, indeede, it is God that doth bri 
| every thing to paſſe: There is nd good in the 
| Citty, nor no evill, but he dethit; you know he 
| takes all ro himſelfe. All the meancs, by which 
| g00d, and ill is conveyed to you, they doe not 
; doc the- thing, they are bur the wehicala, they 
| $,ile, | are but the inſtruments; as the. beere, and the 

wine, whercin the phylſicke is taken, bur it 

| is the phyſicke, the medicine that cures ; So 
all the meanes cannot doe it, itis the helpe, and 
the power of Ged, the 'cthcacie, that comes 
from him, that brings things to paſle, there- 
fore, that muſt be remembred, uſe rhe meanes, 
that you uſe, with dependance upon God, with 
ancye upon him, that your thearts reſt not upon 
them, tor, if they doc, ir is an inordinate ule of 
them, | 
3 Caution. Laſtly, you muſt take heede of ſticking in any 
Nortoſticke | particular meancs ; for, if you doe, it is a figne 
to particulat | that you truſt not Godas you ought to doe. It 

| is afault commonly, we pitch upon ſuch a part- 
cular way, and we thinke that muſt doe it, or no- 
thing. Now if God betruſted to, he hath more 
waies tothe wood than one, he hath more means 
to bring athing to paſle than one: And therefore 
F_ lkaveitto him, who,often doth it po 
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by another meanes than we dreamed of, As for 
example, David had a promiſe of the Kingdome; 
Now, when he had the Kingdome of 1udah, yer 
you know, the Kingdome of 7ſrac/ ſtovd our: for 
libboſberh had the Kingdome, and _Mbmer was his 
chiefe Captaine: beſides, in his comming into his 
Kingdome of Indah, wee ſeehow God wrought 
the buſines, withour his device, by a meanes,thar 
hee never rhought of), in that battaile, when Sa«/ 
mas killed, and ſo many of his ſonnes, there was 
ſomuch way made for him, when himſcltc uſed 
10 meancs to bring it to paſle. Afterward when 
the Kingdome of | was kept from him, and | 
he had onely T#dah, we ſee, God cauſcd a divifion 
|berween 1/bboſherh, and Abner his chictc Caprain,! 
upon that comes CAbrer,and offers to Dawvidthe 
whole Kingdome, but yet he was bur a reconci- 
ldencmie; and what ber might have done, 
he knew not. Therefore,Ged by his providence, | 
(though 7e4b ſinned in it,)cauſed Aber to be ta- 
[ken away by Toab : when this was done, yer 1ſh- 

boſheth ws alive ſtill; then were there two men 
ltby the providence of God, (though it were a 
rear ſinne in them ) rotake away his head; and 
lothe Kingdome came wholly ro David - for, 
there were but two ſonnes, Mephihofheth, thar 
was lame of his feer,and 7ſbboſheth, that was lame 
In his minde, a weake man, unable to mannage 
{logreat and weighty 2 bulinefſe to purpoſe: So 
[God brought the bufineſſe to paſic by a way that 
David thought not of. T herefore, though wee 
may uſe meanes, yct, after the uſe of then, _ 
mu 
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\ muſt dependupon Ged, and leave it to God, to neſle 
take one mcanes, or other. We muſt doc in this hee | 
caſe,as we doe when we goe to a man,that is ve- hee | 
ry skilfull ro doe a worke fur us :. It wee goetoa hee 
Carpenter, andtcll him we have ſuch athing to in f; 
; ve done; or,if we goe to thoſe that we call Agua. don: 
| | r 6;,thar bring water from place to placc, we tell | L 
| him, this is our defire; but how he will worke, as tl 
Weearemore | 4nd which way he will bring itto paſſe,we know Wy hath 
apr to rrult | not, and yet we truſt ſuch a once: for, we lay, He (uch 
menthan 90%. | {2m honcſt man of his, word, and if. hee have - \ricu 
undertaken ir, it is enough. Why will you not | WM (req 
truſt God, that goes ſo nwuch beyond us, that ſhot 
| hath an infinite wiſedome, and an infinite pow- | E 
er 2 And therefore we ſhould ſo uſe the meanes, req 
that withall we keepe our dependance upon him, I 
that we leave it to him,touſe this or that meanes Fat 
as it pleaſeth him, For ſomerimcs,it may be, he ly 
Why _ takes away that which we are about, ſometimes: dyt 
worenote) | helcaves us partly deſtitute, and findes a way of part 
his owne, that we might rruſt.to him, and conft- lee 
der his power, and his wiſcdome, what he isable aF 
to doe. So much likewiſe ſhall ſerve forthis not 
| Cale, | Fe? par 
Caſt's. Another Caſeis, What it is to pray i faith? ry, 
 Abourpraying | You know that is required. Now there 1s a com- [pra 
n faith, when | mon errourin this point: fora man may ſay, If [knc 
particularpro- | I pray forthe ſalvation of another, 'T have no dee 
miſc, that the | promiſe, how can I pray in faith « When aman tha 
asketh ſhall be | PTayCs to be guided in ſuch a bufineſle, to have bot 
| granted, ſuch an enterpriſe to be brought to 'paſle, to tha 
| have delivexance tromſuch a trouble,ſuch a fick- mit 

| | Ei neſle,]| | 


_ —— 
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[ticular mercy granted him; and therefore i: is not 
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neſſe, from ſuch a calamity, that he_lyes under, 


hee knowes, it ſhall never be granted : How can 
hee bee ſaid to pray in faith © For, ro pray | 
lin faith, is to belecve, that the thing ſhall bce | 
done- 

| I anſwer,that to pray in faith, is to goe as farrc 
as the promiſe goes. Now no particular man 
hath any particular promiſe, that hee ſhall have 
ſuch a deliverance, | that he ſhall have ſuch a par- 


required to beleeve that that particular thing 
ſhould be done. 


hee findes no particulaspromiſe, and, for ought | 


Anſw, 


Object. 


But you will ſay, What faith is it then that is 
required 2 | 

I fay, it is enough to belceve that God is a 
Father, that hee is ready to keare, and not one- 
lythat hee is ready to heare, but that hee is rea- 
dy to doe that which is beſt for mee, in ſuch a 
particular: for both are required, that you be- 
\keve him to bce well affected towards you, 'as 
a Father , as one that tenders your good, and 
not onely ſo, but that hee will doe that, inthat 
particular, that ſhall be moſt for his owne glo- 
[1y,and for your good: and, if you doc ſo, you 
/pray infaith ; though, for the particular, you 
know not, whether it ſhall be granted,or no. In- 
deed, if we had a-particular promiſe, as Elias had 
that it ſhould not raine, &c. in that caſe,we were 
bound to beleeve in particular, but .not having 
that, wee arc not tyed unto it : for the pro- 
miſe is the objet of faith, - and the habit is 


What faith is 
required in 
prayer 
CAnſw. 


Wee are not 
bound to be- 
leeve,that the 
particular 

thing ſhall be 
granted which 


weepray for, 


| 
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not to worke beyondthe objeR ; for the objec 
is the rule, and the limit of the habit? therefore 

| you may pray in faith , when yet-you have no! 
| ground to believe, and to thinke, that yaar par. 
| ticularthing ſhould be granmed, For example. if 
a father pray, that his ſonne may have grace 
wrought in his-heart, thathis foule may bee ſa. 
ved, it may bethe Lord will never doen, or, if 
ox friend pray for another ro the ſame purpoſe, 
rhoughthe thing be nor done, yetthe prayer re- 
rurnes into his Loſe , hee is no loſerby it, 
there is a reward belongs to him, for ſceking t9 
God in ſincerity, it is his duty, that hee ſhould 
doe ſo. ThelikeI may ſay for every particular 
caſe, And this incouragement you may have, 
th; tthere is never any particular prayer put up, 
If enr prayers | Wherein you ſceke things that are not granted, 
Ins bur you miſtake init : for, if-you believe thus 
_ ake 1 | farre, as I ſaid to you, be ſpre thar your prayers 
are _—_— God will doe that which is beſt for 
you, and your prayers ſhall not be loſt. So much 
alſo forthar. ; 
Caſe.g. The laſt Caſeis, How ſhall aman know whe- 
Abouſa mans | ther his prayer be heard, ornot * 

IG For an{werto this we will give you this one 
| Ps heard, {rule, (and thatisas farreas wee can goe) that 
TAnfw. | thoſe prayers thatare made by the affiftance of 

Gods holy Spirit, it is certaine,. they are alwayes 
heard :. If you finde that at any time, you necde 
make no queſtion , but that God heares it, and 
wall doe the thing, obſerving the Cautions that 
we have given you hererofore, that is, for the 

meanes, 
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neanes, the manner, the time, and the meaſure-; 

for it cannot be, butthat when the heart is inlar- 
od by Gods owne Spirit, that the p_ is an 
expreſſion of holy deſires, the Lord alwayes 
heares. That place is cleare for it, Rom.$.27.that 
He knowes the meaning of the ſpirit : that is, heſo 
knowes it, that hee hearkeneth toit, that he al-| 
wayes accepts of it: and therefore, when you! 
come inſuch acaſe,ar any time, that your hearrs 
neinlarged in a ſpeciall manner : Marke, I ſay, 
when your hearts are inlarged in a ſpeciall man- 

ner, and that, with holy deſires, certainely, then 
Gd meanes to grant our requeſts : he would not 
ſend his ſpirit to be an interceifor in your hearts, 
thee did not meaneto doe it : for, inthat caſe, 


margement of heart. Onely this diſtintion muſt 
te carefully remembred; you may be ſomerime 
jerycargeſt, (the parent may be very earreft for 
bis childe,as David was for his; And oſes,tor 
ought we ſee, was earnecft to have gonc into the 
lndof Canaan, they were things that they defi- 
rd)and yet that may be an expreſſion of natura!l 
fires, 

| Inthatcaſe, a man may be very earneſt, and 
yet he cannot build upon it, to fay, my heart 18 
much inlarged in prayer, and therefore Iſhall be 
teard ; burtake in this, when: the heart is inlar- 
ged with holy defires,and thar in a ſpeciall man- 
ner, fomewhar more than ordinary, asthar, you 
ee, it is the worke of the ſpirit of God, quickning 
ou heart, opcning it wide, ftrengrhening, and 

| H 


On. 


tee withholds his. fpirit, hee gives us not that] 


| 


Rom.,8.27. 


When God 
will orant our 
prayers, and 
when not, 


What kinde of 
inlargement of 
hearr argues 
that our pray- 
ers ars heard, 
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Quna'ifications 
or conditions 
{required in 
tn2t- prayer 
that ſhall be 
.acccp: cel. 


1 Caution. 
That th- per- 
fon beright. 


Jam. 16, 


I 
Becauſe a man 
muſt have 
Chriſt, before 
he have any 
thin elſe. 


2 
The generalt 
Corenant is 
beforethe par- 
ticular, 


| 


| muſt be fixſt 
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inlargeing it , and ſharpening grace and holi- 
neſſe in you,in thoſe requeſts you putt up to God, 
in this caſe, build upon ir, your prayers are heard 
fron that ground wee havegiven you, He kzowes 
the m:aning of the Spirit, So much ſhall ſerve for 
thoſe Caſes of Conſcience in this ſpirituall-du- 
ty of calling upon Ged. 

Now the Jaſt thing wee propounded was this: | 
Whatthe qualification is that is required in our 


' prayers: for now we have ſaid ſo much ofpray- 


cr,..it15 a neceſſary thing that wee know what| 


| conditions are required, that it may be accep- 


table. - - | | 
, Andrhe firſt (we will commend to you, that 
which is the ground and firſt in order before all 
the reſt) is,that the perſon be right. The prayer o 
the righteous preva'les mitch, Tames 5 «16. 
| The groundof it is rhis; a man muſt firſt ſhave 
Chriſt, before he can have any thing clſe, He hath 
given us all things elſe with Chriſt : 1 we have all 
things clſe,if wc have not him,it is nothing: «#7 
the prom:ſes, you know, are Tea, and Amen, but 
it is iz h:#%; 10 that we muſt firſt have him, And 
beſides, the generall Covenant muſt goe before 
the particular:for the ground of all prayer is this 
or that particular promiſe, but you muſt firlt be 
within the Covenant,you muſt firit have.the ge- 
ncrall Coyenant belonging to you, . before you| 
can have the particular branches of it;& thertore 
a nan muſt be within the Covenant, his perſon 
rightcous,and be accepted: & there- 
+ ite themſelyes in this caſe, to 
lr thinke 


fore let none 


\\lon be not r ight, God regards it not. You know 


they are both alike, ir may be, the blood of the 


makes that the ground, why his prayers ſhould 
[dc heard « ſairh he, Be ye ſure that God hath choſen 


{1fhe ſhould ſay, I am of the number, and there- 
-\fore you that are my enemies, and thinke to pre- 
Yaile againſt me, I teare you not, for I pray to a | 
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[thinke thus with himſelfe, he hopes his heart is 


liacere, and his prayer is right, and his ends are 
ood: for though all this weretrue, yet if his per- 


the blood of a ſheepe, and the blood of a ſwine, | 
ſwine is better than the other: yer the blood of 
the {wine was not to be offered, becauſe it was | 
the blood of a ſwine. So in this caſe,the prayer of | 
an unregenerate man may be as well framed, for 
the petitions, for every thing that is required im- 
\mediatly to a prayer: but the heart, from whence 
comes, the perſon, frog whence it proccedes, 
that js it that makes the difference : and therefore 
thar muſt be. obſerved, ſee the perſon be right. 
And rherefore you ſhall finde, Pſal. 4. 3. David 


far himſeife the godly man: And when I call upon him, 
I ſhall be heard : for that is, the ground thar hee 
takes to himſelfe, that hee ſhall be heard, thar 
Go4harh choſen to himſclte the godly man. As 


Cod that will defend mee, I ama godly man, 
and upon that ground1 beleeve that my prayer 
is heard. Beloved, otherwiſe, though we pray, 
and pray hard, yet our finnes cry lowderthan 


$imile. 


An unregeac. 
rate man may 


as well as a ho- 
ly man, 


Pſal.4 3s 


our prayers, they cry downe our prayers, they 
make a greater noiſe than they,that the noiſe that 
our finncs. make is like the noiſe of a Thunder, 


'1 


H 4 when 


be right, 


frame a_ prayer 


| 


Our fins out- 
cry our prayers} 
till our perſons 
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when the noiſe of. our prayers is. but like the | 

crackling of rhornes, that ircannot be heard for 
rhe noiſe that finmakes inthe eares. of the Lord? 
Thus it is, in this caſe, when wee come before 
Godn our finnes, when 4 man comes into his 
preſence in his unregeneracy. 
2 But this.45 not all, but likewiſe, a marr that is 
|Remore parti» | yyithin the Covenant, may have a particular fin 
cular ſinnes.. . I 

| (as you heard heretofore) that may intercept his, 
praycrs,.and that may - hinder the bleſſing: ſo 
that,that ſinne muſt be removed, before his pray- 
ers-can be heard. Itis true, The fonne abides in 
the houſe for ever, but yer the ſonnc may commit: 
{uch an offence, thar his father may uſe him as a 
ſervant, hee may deny his requeſts, and refuſe 
them, when hce comes-to ſeeke any thing ar his | 


Simile. 


Who the$27nes | Bands. And therefore, there muſt be a patricular.| 
waar their | TEConciliation; a-particular rcpentance,rhat finne 
ey muſt be removed, and done away, that ſtandsm | 


umiliation. | the way. And therefore, this racthod the Saints. 
| have keptin calling upan God: See in Daniel, 
and Ezra, all of them, forthe moſt part, when 
' they make any complear prayer, we ſee, ſtil} rhey 
| begin with humiliation, and contefſion of {innes: 
' And the reaſon of it is, that their perſons might 
be cleare and innocent, that thoſe finnes might 

be removed, which-would ſtand in their. way; | 
and.likewiſc, that is a ground of that the 1.7. 
'c Tims, - | 2.8. {aithche Apoſtle there, 7 will, that prayers be | 
made in all places, that you lift #p pure hands withous 
wrath and doubting : The meaning is this, not 
| onely that a'man be within the Covenant, rs 
| | that: 

_ 


tat he be cleanſed from all particular ſinncs;thar) 


|thatturaes the key, withgut whichic will doe ho” 
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night:cleave to him, and hang upon, him; As, 
tor example, when tliou wouldeſt be accepted of 


that muſt be, zgemaved. by. renewing thy repen- 
tance; and beſides that,; ſee whar'the Scriprure | 
takes notice of,, wheft a man comes to pray, his 

heart muſt be cleanſed from pride,(for God reſiſts 


64, if there be any particular finne hang on thee, | 


the proud) his heart muſt de broughtto an hum. 
ble diſpoſition; likewiſe it muſt be cleanſed from | 
wrath, hee mult 1 up pure hands without wrath . | 
thatis oft required : Matth. 5 . Leave thine offering, | 
and goe and make your with thy brother. So likewite | 
from unthankfulneſſe.; our prayers are-not ae- | 
<2 we be thankfull-for mercies'tecei. 


calc: wee muſt be carcfull to cleanſe our ſelyes 
from all ſinfull luſts, and corruptaffeRQions, that | 


[they have not dominion in our hearts; but'thst | 


we lift up-pure hearts, and'innocent hands: and 
that is the firſt ' thing that is required, tliat the | 
perſon be right; that is, not onely. that hee'be | 
within the Covenam; but likewiſe thavthoſe par- | 
ticular ſinnes be removed, that may bean impe- 
diment to his prayers... | 

The ſecond thing. required is faith; Zift ap 
pure hands without whath and donvting. Y ou know 
that in James, Let him askerof Goal, let him aske 11 
faith,and wever nets Sothar though prayer bethe 
key to open Gods treaſures, yet faithis the hand 


red, The like wee may ſay of every patrticular | 


When wepray'| | 


we mult clenſe 
our hearts, 

I 
From pride, 


From wrath. 
Mart.5,23,34, 


3 
Bom uns» 


thankfulnefle, 


_—_ 


2. Requiſire ot - 


condition is 
faith. 
James r.s, 6. 


Simale, 


__ 
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I 
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Tames 1-6. 


Atwofold'faith 
required in enr 
\groyen 
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:.. Now the Zord requires: faith, *partly,forhi; | \ Far! 
owne dake, he ſhould hot otherwiſe be acknow- thing « 
ledged,if you did not truſt him, when youcome it, W 
ro {ceke him, if you did not reſt upon him. -Be- truits 1 
{ides,hee ſhouldloſe hisglory ;: forin this wee earth, 
gelorific him;when wetruſt him, and wee diſho- ever : 
nour him; when we diſtruſt him;when we come dence 
and ſecke to him, and doe not rett upon him, we. 2Goa, 
diſhonour lum. for he 
Beſides, in regard of us he requires'faith, and to d0 
willnot-heare us without-it, becauſe, as it is Sec 
Iames 1.6.ift the ſame-place,where faith is requi- ſes, as 
red, there is good reafon why it is required, for, Cover 
ſaith the Apoſtle there, - He that beleeves nor, or he ketg 
that wavers,' hee ts like a wave of the'ſea : thet' is, to Ch1 
{ometimes in his prayer he is very carneſt, as a ready 
wave that ſwells high, ſometimes againe he will willin 
be nothing at all; yeagdaith the Apoſtle, he is not | WM dence 
| onely unevenire the bufinefe! of prayer, ſome- Lord, 
times earneſt and forward,and ſometimes giving dejes 
over againe, offand on, but tuch a man is un- done, 
ſtableinall his wayes:; for he that truſts in God, beene 
will becarefull, not onely in prayer, bat to keepe Willi 
all.his wayes right; bur = that truſts him not, Ag 
wavers in every thing: he is (it'may be) diligent | want. 
in prayer, -hce will looke to his wayes for atime, ache 
bur hee reſts. nor upon» God, hee reſts upon other lng, 
things, Hee is the a wave; heeis not.conſtant:and ble h 
therefore faith is required, Now, when Ta make 
faith is required, know this,tharthere is a double the p 
faith required. n " thou 
The one is afaith in the previdence of Ga4,the | | Chr) 
ather is a faith in his promiſe. Firſt, 


I — 
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| Firſt, I ſay,faith in the providence,which is a x 
thing of much moment, and we are aptto forget |Faithin Gods 


tO hes . rovidence, 
it, Wee ſee it cleerely, Pſal. 146. Bleſſed is he that Fal.x abr i 


traits in the God of Tacob,efc. who mae heaven,and . 
erth, and the ſea,who keepes Covenant,and mercy for 
rver - you ſee faith there required in the: provi- 
dence, He made heaven and earth;the ſea, he is ſuch 
2604, who is able to bring great things to paſle;, 
fr he made heaven and carth: and is henot able 
to dot any thing beſides 7 | 
Secondly, there muſt be a faith'in his promi- 2. 
ſes, as is exprcfled inthe other words, He keepeth | Faithin the 
Covenant fer ever. So likewiſc,to expreſle the de- | Promites.. 
k&t of it:Y ouſce when Martha and Mary came 
to Chri#t ro raiſe Lazarms, they belecved he was 
ready enough to doeit,; .( there was faith. in his 
willingneſle) bur they. wanted faith in his provi- 
|dence; for-Martha comes to him, and tells him, 
Lord, ſaith ſhee, Hee hath beene in the grawe foure | 
does : as if ſhe had faid,ſurcly now. it cannot:be | 
done, if thou hadft come ſooner, .it might have 
beene brought to paſſe:{o ſhe beleeved hun to be 
willing, but there wanted faith in rhe providence.. 
Apaige, as here faith. in the providence was;| 
wanting, ſo we ſee, in the Leper, there was faith |. 
ache providence,(it may be,the other was wan- 
ting, but thar.is not expreſſed, it is more proba- 
ble hee had both ) Lord, if thou wilt, thous can(t 
make me whole; Here, was an evidence of-fairh in 
the providence, he acknowledgeth his power, i | 
thou wilt, thoucanit make wee whoke but becauſe 
Chriſt did anſwere him ,. it is likely hee ls 
aith 
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| faith m the promiſe too; ſa, Iſay,theremuſt be | . 
| afaith, firſt, intheprovidence; lecondly, there |. 

- muſt be a faith alfo-in the promite of God: you] 
| have ground enough for thar, =_ have his ſure 


——_ 
— 


. word for it; he hath faid, _Zskeandye ſhall have, 
"AY ſeeke and yee ſhall finde,, knocke and#t ſhall be opened 
to you; andwhatſoever you aske, if it be accordin 
to hiswill, it (hall be doxetoyou. Sorhatis the thin 
| wee are chiefly tolooke umo, to conſider this 
| Wee _ of | faith in-Gods promilc; for men are ready tofay, 
Gods wins” | I doubt norbur God is able, butall the queſtion 


of his powerto | iS, Whether he be willing or no. And therefore, 
rant our re- | ; ; | 
is | if wee will have our prayers ſtrong, and preva- 


lent, we muſt be carefull ro ſtrengthenour taith 
| in his promiſe : for,as that is ftrong, ſo our pray- 
ers doe more prevaile with God.Iris a matter of 
' much moment, and therefore we will ſhew brict- 
ly how your faith may be ſtrengthened, andlike- 
| f wife how you may know it, | 
How fatthmay | | Firſt, youthall ſtrengthen your faith, if you 
betrengrhned | confider' the nature of God. Beloved, this isa 
wpray-1, | great Cauſe why wee beleeve nor the promiſe of || 
| Attribures, | God,and his readineſſerohelpe us in dithcult ca- 
NEO ſes, becauſe' wee are jgnorant of the nature of 
1 Abfolce, | God,ofthe Attributes of God,or at leaſt, wedoc 
not-confider them. Forexample, (that 1 may.o- 
pen itto yonalittle, and ſhew you the way of 
making uſe of the Attributes of God, in calling 
| upon him, & ſtrengthening our faith from them) 
confider,firſtythe In#ice of God, (I will give you 
examples, trow the Saints have till Rmgebcocs 
their faith from Gods Atrribures)Davidulcth this 
| | Argument | 
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la t, Lord,thos art Init,1 am [nnocent when 3. Tuſtice. 
xc rellech God of his Tuſtice, and withall expreſ: | 
ſth his owne Innocence, it is 2 ftrong Argu- 
nent.. David;y ou ſeeuſcrhit. oft, (I need not to : 
umeparticulars) Lerdreward me according to mine' 
anocency , Oc. thou knowett I am righteous, 'and | 
nine encrmies have done me thus and thus much | 
yrong, & thou art juſt:God cannot deny this, for | 
tisa ſtrong. Argument, thatis taken from ſuch | 
n Attribute. Pi: " | 

So againe, the goodneſſe of God, Loxd, thou art  >,Mercy. 
fulef merciez on the other fide, Tam full of mi- 

e: and when theſe are pur rogether, , it is a 
meat meanes to ſtrengthen our faith. And there- 
bre,we fee, David often expreficth his owne ca- 
lnity, his diſeaſe, how he was oppreſſed by e- 
rmics, and flandered , 8c. and Gods-mercie, 
(thatis the ground of it,) God is full of compaſſion: 
sf he ſhould ſay, thou art fall of goodnefle, and 
[amincalamitic, and miſerie,-at this time: and 
- was an Argument whereby he ſtrengthened 
$taith, 
| Soagaine, another Attribute of God is, his 
ny : when we make the Argument thus, Lord, 
thou haſt an eyetothy glory, andI aime at thy 
glory : In ſucha requeſt,it is a ſtrong/prevailing 
Arennenm with him. You know, Moſes prevai- 
kd with him, when he ſoughr the ſaving of the | 
|Yhole-p2ople of 1/7ael, Lord, ſaith he, thy Name 
Pri be polle-ted hat witlohe Heathen ſay? Andfince 
| ame at thy glory-init, denyme not. And like- 
wilc Baekins,and Dawd , they uſerhelame Ar- F 
| gument'; 
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4 gumentto God, Shall the duſt praiſe thee? ſhall any | 
| glory be givento thee inthe grave ? {hall we bel 
; able to doe any thing for thy honour, when we | 
| are dead? So that the Arguments that are taken | 
from Gods glory, and ouraime at his glory, is| 
another meanes to ſtrengthen our faith, * - | 
Moreover, the power of God, thar is another | 
Attribute, whereby we' may conceive the ſame| 
Argument, as before, when we goe to God, and 
expreſle ourweakneſle, and his powcr, Lord, we | 
are weake,ye are able to doe nothing: Zord,thou | 
art almighty,thou madeſt heaven and earth, it is| 
| | |a ſtrong Argument to prevaile with him. Se,weſi 
2Chron.14.11 | ce, Aſa prevailed with-God, 2 Chron. 14.0h Lord, | 
ſaith hee, it i all ene with thee to helpe with many | 
or few, and we reſt upon thee: as 1t he ſhould ſay, | 
We are exceeding few, we are exceeding weake, | 
\-weare able to doe nothing, but thou artableto | 
doe it, with a few, as well as with a great multi- 
tude; there he pnts them together. And the like | 
2 Chron 2c.12. | we have. of Tehoſaphat, Lora, we have no ſlrength to 
ſtand before our enemies, but our eyes are tothee: As 
[if he ſhould ſay, thou haſt ſtrength and power e-| 
; nough, thouart able-to doe-it,though we are un- 
able. This is another Argument taken from the 
power of God. | 
5. Vnckangea- | Againe, the »nchangeableneſſe of God. When 
bleneſſe, one comes to the Zord, and ſhall ſay to hum, 
Lord, thou haſt done thus and thus informer 


times for thy-ſervants, Zord,thou haſt done thus 
and thus for me;in-another caſe;and thou art un- 


changeable,thouart the ſame'God:this 15a great 
meanes, 
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neanesto ſtrengthen” our faith. As ycuknow, 
tis in your Law-ſuites,.. when you:have, a preſi- | 0 ak; | 
dent, it addes ſtrength to the cauſe, and when we 
have preſidents for this, it will adde ſtrength to 
'us;; and that ſtrength is taken from Gods unchan- 
ceablen:fle ; if we put them togerher, Zord,thou 
xt unchangeable,£ord,thou haſt done it to other 
'men.inthe like caſe, thou haſt done it to me allo | 
inthe like caſe; itis a ſtrong Argument, and an | 
Agament that Paviduſerh: Youſee how he is 
ſtayed by it, Pſal-22:4. Lordgour fathers truitedin | pry 11.4, 
thee,and were delivered they truſted in thee,and were 
mtconfounded. As if hc ſhould ſay, Lard,thouarrt 
uchangeable, thou heardeſt them in the ſame 
cale, when they truſted in thee;now, it is my caſe, 
and therefore I beſeech thee to helpe mee in. my 
liſtreſſe, | ; 
Againe, the farthfulne(ſe of God, the fidelity of 6. Faithſulnes, 
684, that is another of his Attributes: and when 
wee make our -Argument thus; Lord, thou. art 
firhfull, ang I truſt in thee, it is a ſtrong Argu- 
ment, you knaw,it is an Argument that. prevailes 
much with-mep., A man is xeady toſay, he truſts 
mee, F muſt not. deceive him :-Now the Lord} 
keepes Covenant; and mercy for ever. When 
wee come, - and uſe this to him, £Zerd, thou art 
faithful, thou haſt ſaid, thou wilt keepe Cove- 
nant, and mercy, for ever, thou canſt not doe 0- 
therwiſe, it 45 thy nature, thou canſt not deny thy 
}{elfe,and I reſt on thee, I depend on thee; in ſuch | 
acale, ir cannot be, the Lord thould faile us : | 
If a man.will nor faile one that truſts in him, 
2 bp certainely 
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| certainely the Zord will nor,and that is an Arey. | |bc!pe 
ment that is-uſed oft, thou never faileft themthar MY jo bi 
| truſt thee. | lit; be 
2, Relative. Then, beſides the abſolute Attributes of God, WM (put vj 
| conſider his relative Attribures;he is a Father,ang Wl |viſe 
| a Maſter : it is a ſtrong Argument thatis raken | make: 

from theſe. If we 2oetothe Lord, and ſay.Loxd, Quall 

thou art a Father, thou arta Maſter, thou art a ſolik 

Husband ; Whither ſhould the children goe,but doe p 

to theit father? Whither ſhould the wife goc, but cu 

to her Husband 2 Whither ſhould the tcrvants [decal 

goe, but to thcir maſter, to their Lord ? Lord, main 

thou haſt commanded us to provide for our | |#cef 

owne, and, He i' worſe than au Infidel: that provides | tise' 

wot for his owne. Lord,wee belong ro thee,wee are byth 

thine. We ſee, Daviduſeth this Argument, that ity, 

God had made him. ou have it ofc in the Plalmes, mind 

that God had made him, not onely his Creature, adt 

bur had made him againe, hee was his Servant, you | 

I am thy Servant : hee uſeth oft this Relative, beca 

that God was his Ged, and that hee was Goas thing 

ſervant, one that did belong to him, and that lolic 

did depend upon him. And ſurely (my Beloved) ligne 
dependance, and feecking to God, is a great Ityo 

meancs to winne him to us. When wee ice an and 

other depend upon us, one that is ours, that 1s dl 

an cfſectuall morive with men: the ſame is as nue 1 

prevalent with Ged, and therefore may ſtreng- Mi ie t 

| then our faith. Now, when I ſay theſe Arguments | [hue 

das prevaile with God, the meaning is indeede, that | [£974 
prayer freng- | fhiey prevaile with us, they ſtrengthen our faith, WW | ut : 
then our faith, | they enable us to beleeve, that God is _— » | _ 

| 9 | 
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helpe us, and when wee beleeve it, andrruſt up. 
on him, then indeede God is readic to {econq 
it; becauſe then we are prepared, wee can then 
put up ur deſires inthe prayer of faith: other- 
wiſe they are put up with doubting, and that 
makes them unacceptable to God, and uneffe. 
Guall, And now,as I have ſhewed you the way, 
ſolikewiſe in-a word, we will ſhew you when we 
doe pray in fairh, (for thar is athing that is very 
uſefull)you ſhall know it by this:(for I adde thar, 
becauſe I ſee the Scripture requires it, as ſuch a: 


| 


How wee may | 
know that wee 


pray in faith, | 


maine condition, without which a man carmot be 
xcepted, Be it done to thee according to thy faith, 
tisevery Where inculcated ) you ſhall know it 
by the quietneſle of your minde, and your ſecu- 
ity, When a man calls vpon God, and his 
minde is quict in it, it is a figne that he belecves, 
ad truſts in him, it is a prayer of faith. Hannah, 
you know, in that caſe, ſhee looked nv. more ſad, 
becauſe ſhee truſted in God, ſhee beleeved rhc 
thing ſhould be done; and therefore, if you finde 
ſolicitude and perplexity inyour mindes, itis a 
fgne that your prayers want ſo much faith ; for 
ityou did reſt upon God, you would be quiet, 
and ſecure in him. 

Secondly, if you doc beleeve, you w 


ill conti- 
nue in prayer. You know,it was an argument of 
the faith of the woman of Canaan, that ſhe cont1- 
nued, that ſhe would take no deniall; though the 
Lord denied her, and put her off, yer ſhee held 
out: and what was the reaſon ofit £ becauſe ſhe 


at he 


beleeved that he was the ſonne of Davia,th 
oo was 


QC. C FD Ne oe 


Fr 

By the quiet. 
| neſſe of the 

minde after. 


- 
a 


By continu» 
ance in prayer. 
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was mercifull, and that hee would heare in the 
end.. So that continuance in prayer,lt is an uy 8 
ment wee doe beleeve the Lozd. As a man that 


wait long: Or one,that hath a ſuit,and he knowes 
that hee ſhall have an end of it, at this time, . hee 
will never give over: So itis inthis caſe, if wee 
beleeve, we will be content to waite, He that be. 


and depends upon him. 
Likewiſe,an argument of faith is a diligent uſe 


no other. And {o we have ſhewed youtwothings 


is wrought, both in his providence, and in 
his promiſes , and likewiſe how wee 
ſhall know, whether our pray-. 
crs bee the prayers of 
faith, or no... 


FJNJS. 


belceves, that ſuch a man is within the houſe] 
whom he deſires to ſpeake with, he is content to] 


leeves will not make hate, becauſe he truſts in God, | 


of thoſe meancs that God hath preſcribed, and} 


that are required in prayer: That the perſon muſt | 
be righteous, and within the Covenant: Second. | 
ly, faith is required, and likewiſe how this faith} - 


* F._. 
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Pray continually. 


e> H = next condition required 4n 
TR Praycr is fervency,, you know the 
WA place, The prayer 'of the righteous 
a prevailes much, if it be fervent, The 
@ Lord requires this qualification 


and ſpirituall diſpoſition: for ir is not ſimply 
at our hands, -but ſuch a working upon our 


hearts by prayer; ſuch a bringing of them to 
2 good frame of grace, by that duty, that therc- 


the making of the requeſt, that God lookes for 


prayer, becauſe it puts the heart into a holy | 


Tames 5.16, 


| 


3, Condition 
required in 

prayeris fer- 

vency. 


What God re- 


quires in praier q 


| 


I 2 that 


Ki 


=x- GE EE —— 
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thar before we werenot.. When a man is fervent 
in prayer, i ſets all:the wheeles of the ſoule the 
right way, it puts the heart into a holy and ſpiri- | 
ruall diſpoſition and temper ;. ſo that the Lord: 
ſces it now.fitto beſtow. mercy _ fuch aman, | | 
that before was unfit, by reaſon of his unto- 
wardnefle, and ſtubbornetle of heart, by reaſon |. 
| of that uncleane and unholy diſpoſttion, thar he. 
Why-God"re. | aw.in him... And therefore hee will have prayer 
quires fervency, | fervent; _not fo much becauſe the very fervency 
| of prayer it {elfe is reſpected, but becauſe by ver- 
| tue of that fervencie the heart is made better:. 
when a man comes to God with a requeſt, like 
the requeſt of the patientto the phyſitian,it may 
be the phy fitian denies long, when the patient 
askes things that are pleaſant and agreeable to- 
him ; not becauſe he is unwilling to give them, 
bur becauſe his body muſt be brought into ano- 
| ther temper,he muſt take a vomit,or a purge,that 
perhaps 1s grievous to him, but this muſt be done 
before he be fit to. reccive ſuch cordialls : ſo the 
Eord doth with his fervants,. though hee bee 
willing to beſtow ſuch mercies on them, yer,bc- 
cauſe they are not fitred, he requires continuance 
in prayer,and fetvencic 1n it. Therefore, we ſay, 
1a prayer all the graces of Gods Spirit are {ct 
on worke, andthe more fervent the prayer 1s, 
the more they are intended, the more they arc 
ated, the more they are increaſed , and rhere- 
fore the Lord is moved by this fervency, to be- 


ftowa mereie on-us, that otherwiſe hee would 
' | not doe. | 


Simile. 


But 


ON _« 
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ECM 
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"Bir how all rhe queſtion is, what this ferven- 
-'Yoi-fhall find it'uſually-exprefled in the Sctip- 


we 


nifes'by ſnch metaphors as theſe,” Crying to the 
1Lord, wreſtling with the Lord, ſtriving with him,and 
giving him no reft, wherein theſe two things are 
ke A TR | 
Firſt,zmian is ſaid then to be fervent, when he 
puts all his ſtrengrh to prayer, when hee is very 
earneſt, anid-importunate with the Lord,, when 
hee ſtrives,” and contends with him, though he. 
finde matiy difficulties,and impediments, yer he 
breakes through all; this isto be fervent in pray- 
er, to be importunace with the Zord. For exam- 
ple,when # man comes to pray,and findes many 
diſcouragements, and findes himſelfe'guilty of 


many finnes, and findes little holineffe, 'he hath 
dut'feeble Faith rohis owne ſenſe, he findes much 
deadneffe of ſpirit, 'yerhe continues aftantnor- 


withſtanding ; and when hkewiſe hee'dothinot 
onely finde theſe impediments in himſclfe, but | 
hee findes 'the- Lord exceeding backward to the 
thing,eithergiving no anſwer, rurning the deafe 
earerowhim, or it may be, giving a contrary an- 
lwer, as to the woman of Canaan © = 
As for cxample,when a man'comes topray-for 
health, it may be his ficknes increaſeth upon him! 
more;when he prayes to' overcome ſuch aluſt or | 
temptation, it may be, ir is doubled upon hitn 


when het prayes for ſuch a deliverance, it may 
be; the oppreſſion growes moreand more; as it 
was With the 7/rachites, whenthey ſought for de- | 
ne. LE '0 liverance, 


A nſw. | 
When a man + 
isfaid to be 
ferycat 


I 
When wee put 
to all our 
ſtrenoth not- 
withſtanding 


difficultics, 


Mat,t5, 
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Secondly, fervency: is.nqt onely lou, pr aying, 


vent in praycr. , | | i | 
but continuull knocking, when a man is;NOt one] | 
importunate with..the Lord;,;bur hee. continues 
long, hee wallnot give over,till hce haye gotthe | 
bictkng. .Y ou know Jacobs ferygncic was ſecne;in. 
that, thar.he continued all night, ; He wre/iledw,ch 
ihe Lord. What was the reaſon thathe.wreſtlede 
Hee would nat let him goe, till be hid got the blefing, 


- - 


| Simile, 


| I fay,chis carngſtneſſe, and continu 


till he had vbcained the thing he ſought for... So 

; NUAQUANCE.MN pray, 
cr, the breaking. through all difficulues,this is to. 
ving,. you naw, ſuppoleth lome . oppoſition on 
the ozties part... Indeedes jFyhere were. no.oppo> 


ſirzon, jt were a {mall thing bur, E ſay.,whep the 


Cautions a» 

| bout fervency, 
I 

Thatitbe a 

fruit of fairh. 


6 | enat 


Loxd s.moft backward, when the thing is.moſt 
improbable, when there is,tauch difhcultje; thar 
you KkngW, not how, /hqpldþc hrought to paſſe; 


- 


yer you. contipue firiving, and give the Lgrd no 
reſt,” you wil not give over; this is feryency. in 
|prayer, and this 45,a condition that, che Lora re- 
{quires., Oacly theſe 1wo-Cautions. myſt be re- 
membred, that we miſtake not thus fervency. 

Firſt, remember, fervencie, if ir be. right, it 


that.comes not from. faith, bur from a,gaurall, 


< 


ſcnſcof want, when a man js. indeedgas.4; {wine 


re 4 A _ 


— 
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[muſt be a fruit of fauth:- for there is.4, feryencie | 


wraitle with che £0rd;.for,all;wraſtling,and iri-| 


. 
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thats pinched, which,youknowwill cry excee- | 
ding loud, -nor.becauſcit lookes*for helpz, bur 


M42. 


| ru rally will ofe-impormninityg whetthe wants any 
jhing.he will.be carneſt in his requeſts; 'ſuch fer- 
vency the - 9rd regands not, : becauſe: there is no 

/more bur a meere expreſſion offiarurall defires , 

chere-isno holincfle xr it,” there ts no fire of the 
Spirit, -but, when this is added td it, "thar there is 
notonely aſenſeafthething wee wanr, bur alſo 

\2hape of meteie,a;ground to beleeverhar'T ſhall 
\have the thinggranred, and our of this ground T | 
,amearneſt and 1importunateznow carneſtneſſe is a 

fruits of faith,;:YWhen Teſus Chriſt lived upon 

Fanb, when mencameanditryed:earneſtly'unto 

ln, andiwene exccctding;importunate, ſome to 

[dehealed oftheirdifcaſes, ſomero: haveQivelts 
calt oyt,&c. we ſrehis anſwere vias tilltothem, 
Fc jw: they (how? 3 nor accordingitotheit Toft 
Mcaity, and fervency, but accordihgto their | 
laith:- as the ſhould ſay, T-heede norty''t regard 
notallthisclamour and earneſtneſle, 1f-rhey- be | 
onely expreſſions of ſuch:wants, if they be-ontly | 
nthe{enſe of ſuch necde, and no more ;' bur if | 
they praceede from faith, and that faith ſer you | 
.0n;worke-to call upon.mce, "Be it unto thee accor- 
4ng.tothat: Borindeede, theſe" rwo things mike | 


—— 


becauſe #6 is pinchett: ſo-any-crearure;orman'na- | 


When ferventy | 


is a fruit' of 
faith, 


up teryency an prayer, ' ſenſe of neede, and hope | Whence fer- 


of mercie,.whema man hath faith arid hope to 1n- 
creaſe; his fervencie; and. ir ariſerh from that 
g0ugd;a6 weltas our of the other, -(northarT 


| *#Glude.ghe-other,forir is a very great helpc, and 


wo I 4 
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| 


vency ſprinps. 
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I 
' 
j 


| That. it. bee 
raingled with 
lincerity, ';;:1 


| Rom.22.h,' 


2, Caution, 


that which pursfticks:on.the fire, as it were, to 
| make gn fervency tlic more) ay from ſenſe of 
; Qur-n2edyben weconfulcrferioufly: what want 
| wee: have; and theradderhis-hops Jiatidfairh 
' wan eſe two ſhallſcr you on worke; this-fer- 
VENCY:iS a fruitof Faith.. Thisis: one caution that 
muſt'be remembredy. Torn nom cds ow, 
Another Camton is. this, that your fervency 
be joyned with ſtncerity; for a man may be fer- 
| vent.to odtaineſuch and ſuch bleſſings,as he may 
| begge-at Gods hand 'very- earneſtly | hee' may 
; aSke credit,he'may aske toſhave guidance inſach 
| a buſtneſle, . he may aske wifdome to bring ſuch 
an-enterpriſe.to paſſe, hee may; aske- health, and 
contiontance of life, but to-wharend® if it be:thar 
he may beſtow irupon-his.luſts;p if it be that'He 
may-laye more deliciouſly, thathe may be ſome 
body,more jnthe world, tharhe may-have out- 
ward convenienccs, ſuctras his-fleſh defires, if 
this beall;, here this fervency' is not regarded'; 
not thattheſe things are :cxcludedfor the' Lord 
gives us; leaye to {ecke our owne comforts, and 
| you; may Þetarneſt;:. and importunate,, evenfor 
{ the. comfort-it felfe; buryer all theſe, if they be 
not capable ofa further uſe, if rhatbe not inten- 
ded, hut the abuſe of them, and an- intent to uſe 
them.anotherzyay, the Lordheedes-ir not, it 15 
ao true fervencie.:. And therefore in Rome12.11. 
| [tis the exhortation ofthe Apoſtle, Be fevers 1 
 #þ 44 ſerving the Lord;\ when wee many times, it 
; may:be, arc teryentin tpirit-ſerving our felves,} 
| we are ferventto aske {uchiand fuch TI” 
Fat — 0 
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of ends of our owne, as _ a man deſires able y 
ifts, high gifts, roget glory, and ro get wealth 
Fanelfeend not 4 yn 1 won, this is to 
wketheralenr;nor for his maſters uſe, but for his 
owne uſe; doe you thinke the Lord will heare 
ſuch prayers? can you _ Kat his hands? You 
ſhall ſeethe contrary diſpoſition in the Saints; 
when they 'were-earneſt with the Lord for any 
thing, ſtill chey expreſſe that ro him, and fay, 
Ld, wee deſire not this for our felves, but for 
thy glorie,: that wee may: uſe it for ſome good 
purpofe} &c. David,whenthe was earneſt for life, 
when he was in ſickneſſe, and doubted of his re- | 
covery, what argument doth he uſe ? Zord, ſaith 
he, ſhalt than have glory in the grave ?. As if hee 
ſhould fay,if thou give me life,I will give it thee 
aaine, Ewill improve'it, and husband it to thy 
advantage, 'and not to'my owne.” And fo Han- 


|meate, drinke; and'<lbathes; 8&c. Lord, ſaith he, 


tais promiſe to the Lord, that he ſhall beforhim, 
and his. advantage; ſhe would dedicite him to his 


When hee was earneſt with the Lord to give-him 


if thou doe, I will give the tenth part to thee againe. 1 

lay, when the heart is thus diſpoſed in our fer- 
vencie, in our importunitie, when we aske ahy 
thing atthe Lords hands, that our conſcience tells 
us wichin, that if wee had it, wee would beſtow 
it uponthe Lord, wee would not abuſe it, wee 
would nor ſperid'it on our luRts;'it ſhquld nor be 


re when ſhe was earneſt for aſonne, ſhe'mikes | 


ule, and conſecrate him to his ſervice. So 7acob, | 


———_—— 
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to ſorvezour ſelves, but To: Tetve/the Lord with- 


all, 


_ | Ifay 66.4. 
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4 Condition 
required in 
prayer is hu» 


| mility, 


Iam, 4. 
2 Chron,7,14, 


Reaſons - why 


humility is re- 


| QuiredinPr2Y"# CEIFEAMETCY.Mt Gods handse\ rv + v1 1 1s | 
7 .. 'You-know;;'it.is/ a-rule-that the-Lord keepes 
\ Godexales . || foruchas arc humbleand low; ſuch he exalts; 
—_ | thaſethat exalthemlſelyes he puts downe: Now 
| when;amanis litle in,his 0WReFyESs that par- 
| yiry, that ſenſe of his awne unworthineſle 1s a 
| Prevailing argument with. him; and therefore 

| Gen. 32, 


| fate, Iſay 66-2. ſaith th6-Lord, All theſe things have 
| 29 hands made, looking upon all'the-creatures, 


| To him will I looke that is of- an humble and contrite 


|-anggpd of rheballance, and pur mencheiorher, 


— 


Us 


all, . then our fervency+s rightly-ordered, 
The next condition required, is humility,” as 
lames 4: The Lord gives grace tothe humble :. Ang | 
2: Chron.7.1« If, my people humblethemſelves, and 
call upon my name, then will 1 heare 416 heaven, and 
grant their requeits. And throughout the Scrip- 
ture,you ſee,that this is a conditiotthatthe Lord 
puts in'every where: ;. Zee hath reſpec? to the low e- 


— 


the whole frame of them, they: axe all good, and 
| I haverefpect unto then; bur, ſaith he, I regard 
notall theſe in compariſon ef an humble heart, 


| þzrit : . when the Lorglookes upon our prayers, 
| if hey comenorfrom a broken hear, tliey want | 
| that condition that he lookes for : for Hee giwes 
grace tothe. humble z. beequſe.;ſuch a-man is line 
inis,omnegyes, and fit io.beexalted, fit jo.ze-| 


Gen.,32- 1acobuſcth that Argument, when hce 
| CPMes to, put, up, that petitionz. tobe delivered 
from Eſau : L ord, I ans le [[e than all thy mercies - 
thar is, take any of thy mercies, and-purthem. i 


291 ellethop.F,adghicrthanir, ahÞ ih 


nee i LRPTAIIn neons 99 hen 


. d R e oy o 
” Res han: 


— 


| The Sojnts daily Exerciſe. 


the worth that js in.mee, it is not heavic enough 
for the leaſt mercie..Now, when hee was thus 
|humbled,- and little, and vile- in his owne cyes, 
the Lord beſtowed that mercie on him, hee was 
now fitto receive it. . So David, when the Lord 
{ends him wardby Nathan, (that he. would build 
lima houſe for ever, (you lee how hee cxpreſled 
himſelfe ) Hee went into the houſe of the Lord, and | ' 
ſate before him, and ſajd,; Lord,what.amyl, and what | 

is my fathers honſe.? - AS if he ſhould ſay, I was ta- | 

ken qut ofthe duſt], was one of the meaneſt men | 

of Iſrael, and a man of no account, of no worth} 
and yet thou haſt had reſpe& unto me thus farre, | 
not, onely 20, make me King over. thy-people, bur | ...... . 

to bui d my'Kingdome, and. my houſe, to.make | + 
me a cqaſtant houſe fox ever... I ſay, this ſenſg;of 
our. 0wne unwarthineſſe,; 16 makes us more fit.to 
Fetiye.the mexlcy ito. þc exalted. þy xecclying 
uch'a requeſt;-- as.-wee put. up/ to, the Lord, and 


ble. "$42. 2. \ wn, ! 
Moteover,God gives grace to the humble,that-is, 2 
heſhewes favour to'them, when they come and | God gives 


therefore hee regards. the prayer .of the bur: | 


ake any thing at bis hands, becauſe an humble | *** _ 


man will be ready to doe. whatſoever.he will.. It 
5 an expreſſion of David,, in AHs 139; 22, Hee | Ads 13.22. 
will doe mhatſdeer.I will; that, may be. ſaid of, c- 
very humble man, he, is. exceeding pliableto the 
Lords will, .hee.is ready..to- doe-whatſocyer, hs 
knowes robe his plealurg, hes reſiſts him inno- 
thing." Now, when a man.will dot whatſoever 
(ed wall, the Lard Will be.ceady rodoe wharlcr 
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— TIS _—D— 


s -— 


TTY. EE 
1 he Samts datly Exerciſe; 


! 


| Note. 


| £2 
It is an accep- 
| table ſacrifice, 


Pal.5r.1 6,17. 


/ 


_ | but'theſacrifices of a contrite; and humble Pyrir , 


in obeying Gods commandements,God will yceld 


ble heart, he regards them not: as Pſal.s x. Lord, 


| tition to the Zord, (it was the manner 1n the old 


-eauſe he ſacrificerh himſclfe, 


U 
* 
© nt —————_—__ 


ver he will,he will be ready ro ſay rahim, as he | 
Cid tothe Canaanite , 0h woman, bet it to thee - 4; | 
thouwilt. Wien a tnan, on the other fide; refifts 
the Lord, -( as every proud man dorh,' ſaith the 
rext)the Lord reſiſts hit, the Lord refiits the proud, 
and gives grace tothehumble. A reſiſting ſpirit cau. 
ſeth the Lordto reſiſt our prayers; and therefore 
it is,that the' Lord is ready to the humble man, be. 
cauſc he yeelds to the Lord inall things;and when 
a man yeelds to the Lord,” (take that for a rule) 


to us in granting our petitions, ' 

- Beſides, when the heart is humbled, and bro- 
ken, and contrite, it isan acceptable-facrificeto 
the Lo#d, which winnes it athis hands: he (ſmells 


a fvecte favoiir from ſick @factficeabovcall o-} 


ther'; yea itiis thatwhichſets a lugli price upon 
every facrificethatwee offer; the- beft-prayers, 
thebeft wotkes, that proceede not from an hum- 


ſaith he, :f 7 offer ſacrifice, thou wilt not regard it, 


thoſe thou regardeſt, and*thoſe' ſacrifices that 
proceede from it. When we come to make a pe- 


law not to come ——— a proudpcrſon 
comes 'empty-handed, bur an humble perſon 
comes with aſacrifice, and the beſt ſacrifice; be- 
and his owne will, 
char is, bis ctpries himſelfe of hjndſelie,he' ens 
adoore tothe Lor# to come, arid dwell inhith, 
when a prond man barres him ont; fuch x ſacri- 


face; 
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fce the Lord is well pleaſed with, and ſuch a ſa- 


crifice ſpeakes for one, itmakes way for his re- 

queſts,and thereforethe Lord hearkens to it. 
Laſtly, the Lordis ready 'to heare thoſe that 

xe humble, becauſc whatſoever they receive, 


1proud man, a man that hatha good conceit of 
hnſelfe, a man thar is lift up in his owne opini- 
on; thinkes ir to be due,. he thinkes there is ſome 
correſpendence betweene his works,and the wa- 


the Publican went away juſtified rather than he. Why 
ſo! Becauſe the Publica thought himſelfe wor- 


the Lord promiſerh rhoſe great mercies to his 
rcople, he requires this condition of then, that 
they ſhould acknowledge themſelves worthy to be de- 
frojed. When a man hath a ſenſe of his owne 
uworthineſſe, and ſo comes to the Lord, and 
vkes it as of meere grace and mercy, that is a 
preat motivero prevaile with him : for he is very 
carefull of that. You know in Det. $. 11. how 


Take heede when thou comme#t into that good land, 
thinke nos to-ſay with thy ſelfe the Lord hath done this 
for my owne righteouſneſſe : Ne, ſaith he, I have not 
done it for that,. but for my Covenant which I made 
wth Abraham,1ſaac, Tacob: that is,tor my owne 


names ſake, for my mercies ſake, tor the cove- 
nant that I confirmed with them,thar is the cove- 
[nant in Ieſus Chriſt;therefore I have done it,and- 
not for youg.owne righteouſnes.So you ice, that 


this 


A—— 


os. You know What is ſaid of the Phariſee, that | Luke 18, 


thy of nothing. And therefore Ezek.36.3 r.when | 


wary the Lord was in giving this rule to them, -| 


. They 
they take it as of grace, and not as debt: whereas | allas of fice 
grace, 


< 


receive 


Ezck,36.3t.- 


Deut,$. tx, : 
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5, Condition 
| required. in 
prayer is, to 
ſanQike the 
Lord in our 


trarts, 


þ Tim.3. 8. 


—_ 


this is a conditionthe Lord will have obſerved 
in our calling upon him, that our hearts be hum- 


bled, that a man belittle, andwvile in-his owne 


eyes; . that he come with a broken, and contrite 


| heart, pliable to him in allthings, readyte obey 
' | him ; when the heartis ſo diſpoſed, hee gives 


grace, that is, he ſhewes favour, he is ready to 
grant our requeſts, 

'The next condition required in prayer,is,that 
wee ſandtifie the Lord in our hearts. Y ou know, 
when Nadab and CAbihu drew neere unto him 
with a common fire, (when they ſhould have 
brought ſuch fireas came from heaven, holy fire) 
the £ord deſtroyed them : and hee gives ths rea- 
ſon; For I will be ſanttified in thoſethat draw neere to 
me. When we come to call upon the Lord, we 
know, then we come neere to him, and-in ſuch. 
drawing neere, wee muſt {anQifie him in our 
hearts, thar is, we muſt conceive him to be, as he 


he that is uncleane and impure,and unholy, ſhall 
come neerc him, hee ſanctifres northe Lord God, 
(that is) hee comes notto him as to a molt ho- 
ly God, but hee lookes upon him, as if hewere 


[a common perſon. And therefore whenſoever 


they came to offer a ſacrifice,in the old law,they 
were firft puritiedzif any man were uncleane, and 
.ſhould offer a ſacrifice, he was to be cut off from 
his people. Therefore, to ſandtifie the Lord in 
our hearts, is tocome with holy hearts, as in the 


|.1-71m.2.8. it is the charge that the Apoſtle 


| gives there, Lift up pure hands without wrath or 
Jo -D doubting : 


_— 


4s, moſt holy. Now if the Lord be moſt holy, if | 


”—m—— 
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doubting : ft up pure hearts,and innocent hands, 
without wrath, or doubting. E 
You will ſay. unto me, what is this holineſſe? 
_ Beloved,it is nothing but a ſequeſtring, or ſe- 
perating any thing from-a common uſe, and ap- 
propriating jt to God alone, that is hglineſle. 
You knowz whatſoever was holy to the Lord, 
inthe Temple,or otherwiſe, whether it were ho- 
ly veſſels, or holy men, as the Prieſts, it was {c- 
parated from all other uſes,and made peculiar to 
hun, and to his ſervice. Now the heart of a man 
s. holy then, when it is. withdrawne from al 
things elſe, and peculiar to the Lord alone. Asa 
chaſt wite is to her husband, whoſe affeQions are 
beſtowed upon him, and no other perſon elſe; ſo 
when the heart is to the Lord alone, when all 
the affections are intent upon him, and beſtowed 
upon him, and upon none elſe, this is-to have the 
heart wholly to him. So that now hee that will 
tavean eye upon credit, upon vaine glory, upon 
wealth, upon his luſts, uponany thing beſides 
the Lord, that the heart is wedded to-1t, that he 
deſtowes any part of that conjugall affefion up- 
on it,that ſhould be wholly the Lords, this man 
$an unholy.man, his heart is not holy : for itis 
not ſequeſtred from other things , and conſe- 
crated to himalone : for thatis to be holy. 
 Andasthe heart muſt bee holy, ſo muſt the 
prayer be holy. Whena man prayes to the Zord 
ith reſpe& unto him, and hath an eye upon 
him,and.nothing elſe comes into take away part - 
ofthis prayer; _ if by-reſpe&, and wack on 
c 
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Holines what; 


I 
The heart muſe 
be holy. 


Simite, 


An unholy 
man who. 
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. Heb.10. 24 


Particular fins 
muſt be repen- 
tcd of. 


j carnall thoughts come in,and ſet you on work to 
pray,now theſe have aportion & intereſt in your 
| prayers, they make your prayers profane and 
common.,they are not peculiar to the Lord, the 
are unholy. So thatis the holines then in ſeeking 
the Lord, when we are knit,and wedded to him, 
when one takes this reſolution to himſelfe, Iam 
| the Lords ſervant, and him will I ſerve, I am not 
the ſervantof man,nor ofany creature,] am mar- 
ried to the Lord, and his will I be alone, I will 
withdraw my heart from all things elſe. So like- 
| wiſe when a man prayes, ſo that his ſouleis in- 
' tent upon the Zord, and upon nothing beſides, 
| when the whole ſtreame of his affe@ions are car- 
ried to him, this is to ſeeke to-him in holineſle, | 
this is to ſanRific the Lord1n our hearts. 
And laſtly, if there be any eenſcience of ſinne, | 


| (that phraſe 1 finde uſed in Heb. 10. ) that is, if} 


there be an evill conſcience, if a man be conſci- 
ous to himſelfe of any ſinne that isunrepented of, | 
ſuch aman cannot pray, that makes him unholy: | 
if there be any ſinfull luſt yer living in him, that | 
is, unmortified in him, which is not waſhed a-| 
way, ſucha manis unholy : yea, my Beloved, 
the Saints themſelves, when they ſinne 2gainſt} 


| Ged,, as you heard heretofore, they arc ſuſpen-} 


ded from the Covenant; though they be within 
the Covenant, yet they are ſuſpended from recet- 
ving the benefit by it, that otherwiſe they might 
have: till that ſinne be waſhed away, they arc} 
| not holy. A Pricft,or onethat was holy, if bec} 


1 rouched any uncleane thing, hee remained un-} 


| holy, 


—_———— 
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holy , till he was waſhed , though otherwiſe he 
were holy habitually , wholly dedicated to Gods 
ſervice; ſo it may be with thoſe, that are within 
che Covenant, though thou be a holy man, yer, 
it thou touch pitch, thar is, if thy heart be pol- 


long as that remaines, thou art unholy. Tf chou 
come now, and ſecke tothe Lo « Þ , you know 
what the judgement was in the old law, ſuch a 
one was to be cur off from his people. Andthere- 
fore, you ſhall finde, this was the conftant pra- 
file of the Saints, when they ſought the Lord, 
for any ſpeciall mercy , they began w:th taking 
payncs with their owne hearts, with humbling 
themſelves for their owne finnes, and the finncs 
ofthe people: as wee know, Darel and Ezra, 
and Davz4, in their praycrs, ( I neede not ſtand 
togive you inſtances) and indeede fo ſhould we 
awayes, when we come with any requeſt, and 
petition to che Lord, 

Firſt, leta man examine his heart and his life 
dl:gently, looke backe to all his former wayes, 
confider and goc through all the particulars ; ſee 
tthere be any thing amille, if there be any tin- 
Qure of uncleanncfle yct lying upon lum , that is 
net yet waſhed away, if there be any pollution, 
any defilement of ficſh, or ſpirir, and let him 
know that it is but labour loſt', it 1s a provo- 
king of the Lox», to come as a man un- 
prepared , to drawe neere to him , except he be 
cleanſed. 

But you will ſay, How ſhall we be clenſed ? 
K 


luted with any finne, of one kinde or other, as 


The praQtiſe of 
holy men in 
their prayers, 
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130 


Anſw. 


Cc 


mans icltc. 


—— 


Mecancs of 
'enſing a 


I anſwere, you cre clenſcd by renewing your 
repentance, and {prinkling the blood of Chriſt: | 
when a man humbles himſclte for his ſinne, and 
entreth into covenant with God, not to returne 


[| 


t» 


| Cor. 6.9. 


{tirnca great 
Linderance In 


1 our prayers. 


Simile. 


Heb, 10 22. 


—_— 


unto it, when he makes his heart perte&, and 
ſincere with the Zozd in that particular, 
And ſeconely,when he ſhall withall belceyve 


that iris forgiven through: Chriſt, whenhe is! 

| ſprinkled with his blood to waſh it away: though 

| thy finne be great , yet this will make thee pure, 

| now thou art wathed, as it 1s1n the 1. Cor; 6. g. 
Now yor are waſh!4, now you are ſantt, fied, now you 
are irfl fied + therctore 1:t not a man be. difcou- 
raged inthis calc : for, I confelle, there is no- 
| thing that gives ſuch a checke to our prayers, | 


Conſcience of | thar giues {0 many ſtabbs to them ( as it were ) 


that hinders us in that duty , as the conſcience of | 
finne , when a man remembers ſuch and ſuch a | 
ſinnc he hath committed; yer be not d{couraged; 
for the blood of 7eſizs Chriſt , 1s able to waſh 
them away. Though a mans tace be very fowlc, 
yet, you know, a baſen of cleare water will wath | 
it cleane, and all the filth is cone: now the blood | 
of Curls r, is more cftcctuall to renie thy | 
conſcience, and to purge it from dead workes, 
to take away, both the guilt of {inne,, and like-| 
wiſe the power, and ſtaine of it. And therefore, 
if thou haue any finne, labour to be waſhed from 
it , that.then rhou mayſt come tothe Loxo, 
having, thy heart ſprinkled from an evill confi. 
ence, andthy body waſhed in pure water, as It is 
Heb.10. 22. Let us draw neere, ſaith-the Apoſtle, 
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n4ſurance of faith : bat how 2 d{aving our hearts 
brinkled from an evill conſcience : as if he ſhould 
ſay, Otherwiſe your drawing neere will be to no 
purpoſe , you ſhall bur provokethe Lox Þ in 
lrawing neere,excepr you be thus ſprinkled, and 
:hus wathed, and thus purified. | 

], but you will ſay ro me, if this be requyred, | 0 b/ee7. 
who ſhall be hcard in his prayers 2 For who can | 
ſay his heartis parc,and his hands ore innocent? | 
and if this be requyred,that we mult litt up holy, 
and pure hcarts, orelfe we ſhall not be accepted ; 
what comfort ſhall wee have in calling upon the 
Lord, at any time ? 

To this I anſwere , that to have a purc heart, | Aſi. 
1s not to be free from {in,and from daily failings, | Wharitis to 
(for ſo indecde none ſhould have a parc hearr » | pate ® Pure 
but pureneile of heart , holinefle of heart is, to| 
have 0vr hearts ſprinkled from an evill conſcience, 
and to have eur bodyes waſhed with pure waicy , that 
is, tobe purified before the Lord, is nothing clſc, 
but to haveſuch an habituall di!poſition, which 
makes a man ready to waſh himfſclfc ſtill, though 
te bee ſtill ſpotted with ſinne. So that this is 
the diſpoſition of a holy man, if a man thar 
drawes neere to the Lox » witha pure heart , 
though he be till ſpotted , and polluted , and 
defiled,, yet hee hath an habituall diſpoſition, 
he hath a principle within, l:ee hath a new na- 
ture within,that 45 ſtill working out that impuri- 
tie, and waſhing it away ; though till he bee op- 
poſed, and aflaulted,and tempted, and ſometimes 
foiled, yer ſtill he reſiſts it, and fights againſt it, 
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as the 1ſraebtes had a charge never to make peace 
with Amalcck: ſuch a diſpoſition is in ſucha man, 
he never makes peace with any {1nne; though he 
A holy heart | he be led caprive ſometimes by ir, yet he ycelds 
never "eh ic. | NOT TO that Captivity, This is to have a purc heart, 
,  _ |though his heartbe defiled ſumcrimes as a veſſel]! 
will be fowle, yet he waſheth , and renſcth his | 
| heart, he never ſuffers it ro continue muddie,and | 
unclcane, and ina filthy diſpoſition} but he hath 
a fountaine, a ſpring of grace within, that will 
worke outall impuritic, as a ſpring workes out 
| mudde ; bee that thus purifies himfelfe ſtill, | 
though the ſountaine be muddie , though there | 
be many 1njections , many temptations , man 
luſts and ftanes ,, yer, if he be purified himſclfe ; 
that hce will ſuffer no ſinne to mingle with his 
heart ( as 1t were) to reſt there, and to abide, and 
dwcll there, to lye, and continue there, ſuch a 
man hath a pure heart. We ſay, that is pure, that 
is full of ittclfe, and will have no hetercgenea, no 
other thing mingled with it, ſuch a thing is pure, 
as pure oyle is nothing elſe but oyle. Now he 
that hath a pure heart, is not he that hath {imply | 
norhing clſc, that hath n» ſinne mingled , that 
hath no drofle mingled with his wine , but hec 
_, that ſuffers it notto reſt there; bur as oyle and 
_— water, when you jumble them rogether, ( as you 
know, when they are ſhaken together , they min- 
gle ) yerthe oyle workes out,and purifics it ſelte, 
it will not ſuffer it ſelfe to abide with the water : 
a man that is regenerate , a man that « borye 0 
God,hath a ſeed remaining in him,though he doc 


fin, 


Purity whats | 
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\ſin, yet, ſaith the Apoſtlehe cannot ſinne, that is, 
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he doth notagree, he doth not mingle with that 
ſinne, it hathno reſt in tis heart, but he workes 
ic out; ina paſionwhen he is ſhaken (as it were ) 
when he is tranſported , when he is not himliclte, 
there may be a mixture, and the fo.nraine, and | 
the ſpring may be made muddy , yet let him 

cometo himſclfe, ſtill he works it out; that is to 
nauc a pure hcarr. So that a man thus affected 
may come with boldnes to the throne of grace, 
and not be diſcouraged ; what though thy finnes 
2emany,and very greac;and often repcored * yet 
if thou finde in thy ſclte ſuch a diſpoſition of 
parenetle and holinefle, ſtill to clenſethy ſelfe, 
though thou be {ll pulluted and defiled,, I can 
aſiure thee, thy h. art 15-pure,thou nu.yſt go with 


confidence to the throne of race. 
Batnow y »u will tay this to me,(for that may 


{ay .>innch , he {ins againſt God, and comes and 
a$kes 171 1 yp, 17 comes and cries for torgivenes, 
and {ith heWilt ftinneno more,and yer he ſinnes 


Object. | 


agoine the next day, and addes drunkenneſſe to 
thr/t, thai s, his finne and his repentance they 
runne ina c:rcle,as drunkenneſle and thirft? how 


{hall we diſtinguiſh then betweene theſe two, 


that purifiyng diſpoſition in the Saints , and 
tote vaniſhing purpoles that carnall men may 
have, that never had experience of the worke 


of grace , of that purige of heart that we ſpeake 
of 2 


To this I anſwere briefly, you ſhall know the 


K 3 diffe- 


| CAnſm. 
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Difference be-| (difference by this, a godly man, whenhe falls 
| tween the god-) ;11t. finne, and is defiled with it, hee waſheth 
ly and others,| |. : 
in falling into | himſelte from day to day: you ſhall find always 
ſine. this, that he gets ground of the finne,of the luſt, | 
thar manifeſts it ſclfe inany actuall tranſgrefion, 
ſill it loſeth by ir, it gathers not-ſtrength, bur 
Some a car. | LOſerh ſtrength: in a carnall man iris quite con- 
nalwangrovy-| rary, his finne ſtil] increaferh, and intends the 
cth ſtronger | habir,and the luſt groawes ſtronger and ſtronger, 
na godly man | {r gets ground of him,and thoſe good things t] 
vvcakcr, S-5 S p S gStnat | 
hc hath, they are more and more worne out,and 
ſo they grow worſe and worſe from day to day, 
and rliat is the property of an evill man, of unre- 
Jeneracy Whereloever, it is apt to grow worſe 
ind worſe, and the mare falls they have, the 
more ſinne gets ground, and the more they loſe, 
bur it 15 not {o with an holy man; the more hee 
talls, the more ſtrength hee gathers, hee is the 
more holy by it, the more wary, and watchfull, 
and the more hee is cmptied of himfelfe, and 
| drawcs ncerer to the Lord, andis the morc infla-\ 
| med with love of him, he is ſtrengrhenedin faith, 
and repentance, and in cyery gracc: ſo that here | 
che rule now holdes not true, thar acts increaſe | 
habits, but the contrary, acts lefſenthe habits, 
. . |which is a paradoxc in philoſophy, bur here it 
paradoxein | . 
philoſophy, | 15 10. ; 
| Oueif, | If you acke howitcan be * | 
aſi. I anſwere, in its owne nature every at intends 
Hoy inneina | The habit, as well in a godly man, as another 
godly manis | man, butit comes to paſle by accident, as wee 
vveakned by 


#t his falls; tay, becauſe the grace in hum is ſtirred VP, by | 
thoſe 
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thoſe foiles,and ſlipps, and thoſe falles,andhinfir- 
mities,to which he is ſubject : Iſay, grace is ſtir- 
red up. in him more and more, and receives 
more vigour, and ſtrength. As we ſay of true| yatour increa- | 
[valour, it is increaſed more by oppoſition ; ſo | {ed by oppoti- 
|it comes to paſſe, thar the more the child of |" 

God falls into finne, the mort grace is intended, | 
Sathan gets lefſe ground, as Hezechiah , when he | 
tell into pride, the pride of his heart was leſſened | 
more by it, than when he ſhewed his treaſure to | 
the Ambaſladour of the King of Babel, he knew | 
not before the pride of his heart, that finne , that | 
fall did manifeſt his corruption , which hee did 
not ſee before. So that when the heart is fin- | 
ccre, when it is pure, when there 1s a right prit-| 
ciple within, grace is {ct more on worke to reſiſt 
linne,So David, when he had numbred the peo- 
ple,that made him more humble , and therefore 
the Loxd ſhewed him more mercy afterwards, 
than cver he did before , hee ſhewed him where | 
the Temple ſhould bee built, and vſed him in 
that worke, and never ſhewed him ſuch mercy, 
and kindneſſe betore: (1 cannor ſtand to cxpreſle 
particulars) ſo it is with all the Saints, their | The heart of 
hearts are never berter,nor in more holy temper, | the go%)y beſt 
nor more fearefull to offend, and in a more gra- | ©: 
(cious diſpoſition, than after their falls;and there- 
fore confider this ,. that thou bee not deceived, 
that thou mayſt diſtinguiſh betweene this falling 
linto finne, and waſhing your ſelves ,- and that 
relapſe to which, evill men are ſubje&z and 
keepe that for a rule, that whereſoever there 1s 

K 4: | true} 
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true grace, ftill ir ſtirres it ſelfe more and more, 
as it finds more refiſtance, even as the winde 


and the water, and the fire doth, you know, the 
water, when it findesa ſtop,it _ more Vio- 


lent, and ſo the wind , of the ſame nature is | 


grace, where it findes a ſtop, andfindes reſiſtance, 
ic growes more ſtrong, and inrent . The hea. 


then had a litrle glimpfe of this truth, when | 


they ſaid cf vertue,thar it growes more freſ!; nd 
vigorous by being wounded;thar 1s true of gracc 


and holine{le, the true vertue, the more ir is op- 


poſcd , the more ir growes: even as you ſee in: 
oppoſition in the diſputes'of ſchollers , and all 
kind of comentions in law,or any thing cl{e, the 
ſtronger the objzion is, where there js ability 
in the partie, it produceth new motions, and 
new an{wers, and puts them more tot, ſo theſc 
aſſaults and remptarions , when there 1s truth of 
heart within, it drawes out more holineſle to 
God, and more ſtrength, it mulriplyes the graces 


of God within : ſo-rhat the graces receive in-\ 
creaſe,the more rhey are exerci{ed,and intended, 


ind finfull luſts decreafe,the mince is more emp- 
ied forth, the.chafte thar 1s in vs,and the drofle is 


.nore winnowedoout,and the hcartis more clean- 
ſed fromit... So:much ſhall ſerve for this , that 
whoſoever will come to the Lord in praycr,muſt 
lanRifie him an his heart, .that is, he muſt come 
with a holy, and with a pure heart. . Wee have 
ſhewed what this--holineſſe,, and pureneſle is, 
wherein it confiſts;, and likewife how the objc- 


Rion 15:anſwered, that might decciue us, Sv 
much for that property. [ 
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"T muſt adde another, you ſhall find it Ph:l.4..6., 6. Condition 
whenſoever you come to make your requeſts to _— hoy 
the Lord, this. is Inother condition that he re- | Thankfulaeſſe. 
quires, to be thankfull for the mercyes you have | Phil.4.6. 
received already : i» all things , faith hee, /et 
jour requeſts bee made knowne to the Lord, with 
hankſeiving : as if he ſhould ſay , take heede of | 
this, that whenſoever you come to put up any | 
pztition ro the Lord, you forget not. the duty of | 
thankfulneſſe , bur ſtill when you come to aske 
ary thing that you want, remember tht you | 
ive thankes for that you have. Beloved, this 
condition muſt not be omitted: you ſee the Lord | 
h.mſclfe purs it in very carefully, Let your requeſts | 
bee made knowne with prayer, and ſ:pplication, and 
”th thankſziving. There is much reaſon why | 
our petitions , and requeſts ſhould be accom. | 
pani-d with thankſgiving tothe Lord : for is it | 
not reaſon when you come to aske ſomewhat for | 
your ſeives, that you ſhould doe thar alſo that is | 
accep:able ro. God ?: Will a man ſerve himſelte 
alkogether,to come meerely to aske the thing he 
wants? This a man may doe out of love to him- 
ſelfe, out of reſpe& ro himlelfe, bur you muſt xe- 
member to-doe ſomething tar is pleaſing and 
acceptable to the Lord. And therefore you ſhall 
inde inthe old law, they were commanded till 
tocome with peace Offerings, that is, Offerings, | 
wherein they expreſſcd thankfulnes, whenſoever 
they had ny ſpeciall requeſt to the Zord, you 
ſhall find that was the manner in Lew. and other 
places, that ſuch a man as came to requeſt any | 
| thing, } 


—_ — 
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Fo thing at the Lords hands, might not come empty 
| handed: 'and what ſhould he bring with him? a 


peace offering: what was 'that ? thankfulneſle 
for that peace he had enjoyed, that was a peace 


All mercies re- 


Ailwercies re- | offering.z for peace is a gcnerall word compre- 
Oo . . . - .* . 

oo pwte | hending all kinde of mercies. For what is our 

| health, butthe peace of our humours within 2 


| 


| what is our cheerefulneſle, and joy,but the peace 


[ 
+ 


of conſcience within * all the comfort we have 
| in our name, and ſtate, it is peace inthe particu- 
| lar, &c.S0-1 ſay,whenſoever thon commeſt with 
' apctition, forget not to. come with a peace offc- | 
| ring, that js, forget not to come 'with thankſgi- | 
ving to the Lord, for that which thou haſt re- 

| ceived;doe ſomewhat that is acceptable to him, 
| as well as ſecke for tharwhich is uſcfull for thy | 
| ſclfe. Beloved, there is muchreaſon for it ; be- 
| gs. | cauſe, if a manbe poring on his wants ſtill, if it 
wee cannot be | be in his mind, when he comes to call upon God, 
thankfull, | it will indiſpoſe him for ſpirituall pertormance, 
it will beget murmuring, and ſowrenes, and dil- 
content, it will imbirter his ſpirit: when as a man 
remembers many: mercies that he hath received, 
when he makes a catalogue of them, and enume- 
raresthem, it ſweetens his ſpirit, it makes him 
more gracious, it as thoſe graces that are 1n 
him, it drawes him nearer to the Lord, it quick- 
kens him,it-makes him more contented with his 
condition that he is in: wheras,on the other fide, 
forgetfulneſſe of mercies , when a man is onely 
intent vpon his petition to have the thing done, | 
he breakes many times into that ſullenneſle of 
diſpoſition, 


— 
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tion, | 


—_——.. 


they cannot have all that they would,they throw 


many times, when wee come and ſeeke to the | 
Lord for any thing that we neede, wee are fo in- | 
tent upon that,that we forget all the mercics wee | 
have"received, as if they were nothin 
would not have it ſo, but will have us remember | 
what wee receive ,. that wee may be content to 

want, .that-our hearts may bee brought to pati-. 


\ſoaffeRed, to be willing to be denied, to be con- | 
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diſpoſition, that we finde in children, that, when | 


away that whichthey have; ſorhat is our fault | 


9: the Lord | 


ence, and contentment, under the croſlſe, and to. 

watit what it ſhall pleaſe him, for atime, to deny 

us:as Tob reaſoneth, ſaith he, I have rece:ved good 

form the Lords hands, (it is his anſwer to his wife) 

134 ſhall I not receive ill ? So, it agood man be. ; 
thankefull for mercics,it will make-him ready to Phe _—_ | 


ſ-nt want : for he lookes to that which hee hath | make vscon- 
7 , 8 4 7 tcatto wants 

had in hand, . When a man ſaith thus with him- | 
elfz,) thus, and thus much good | have received | 
arthe Zords hands: What though I want ſuch a | 
| 


thing « Whatthongh I be preſt with ſuch an af- 
fiction,and calamity? I will be content to beare 
it, I ſay, the Lord lookcs for this; expoſtulating 
with him, and murmuring againſt him, is not a 
mecke manner of asking things athis hands, but 
when a man ſo askes, that withall he 1s content | 
to be denied, if his good pleaſure be ſo. . Now, | 


, 


doe ſo, it will make him content with thar pre- | ceived will | 


thankfulneſſe for mercic, ' makes us ready.to be | 


tent to refigne our ſelyes ro the Lord; .and there- 
fore he will have thankfulneſſe to goe with it, 

| when- :i 
———w———_—— ——————__——— — —— 
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whenſoever wee come to askeany things at his | 
hands. And therefore obſerve, that whenſoever | 
you come to ſecke the Lord, you be thankefull | 
for the mercyes you have had, remember them, | 
for it is agreat meanes to prevaile in our rc-| 
queſts, Thankfulnes is ( as 1t were ) the incenſe, 
that perfumes your petitions 5 that makes then) 
acceptable, and prevalent with the Lord, fo 
much the ſooner. Prayer goes up withour in- 
cenſe, when we offer up our petitions without 
| thankfulneſle; becauſe that is a {acrifice, as you | 

know it is called the calves of our lippes, and ever 
when you joyne thankefulneſſe with your peti- 
tions, it is like: a ſacrifice mingled with it, that 
' helpes to prevaile with you. 
7 Condition | The next condition is, and it muſt not be for- 
required in | -otten, of all the reſt, that we come to the Lord 
prayer, is, to | T | | angie k » 
comein the | 72 the nam? of Teſus Chriſt. This is a thing com- 
nameofthe | monly knowne., you will ſay , who knowes not 
Chriſt, that, except we come in the name of Chriſt , no 
pctition can be acceptable s Beloved, I ay to 
you in that caſe, as the Apoſtle lames ſpeakes, 
Tames 4: Where he gives this rule, that we ſhould 
ſay, If the Lord w:ll,we will Ave ſuch and ſuch a thing 
ro morrow,f rc. And when the anſwere would be 
ready, whoknowes not this ? ſaith he, if you 
know the will of the Lora, and doe it nor, your 
judgement ſhall be greater, ſol ſay, if any doe 
nat praRtiſe this, ( and it isa thing we are excce- 
ding ready to forget, or wee arc ready to doe it 
in aformall , and ina cuſtomary manner, but to 
doe it in good earneſt, as wee ought to _ ir, 
therein 
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chercin commonly wee come ſhort ) you know 
how great a finne it was, in the old law, to of- 
fer without a Prieſt; inthe 17 of Leviticzs it is 
aid there, if any man brought his Sacrifice,| Eit.17+ 
though it were the beſt ſacrifice and the choile,} 
yer,ſaith the rext, if he 434 nor bring it to the Prieſt, 
und to the Altar, but ſta; his ſacrifice elſe-where, 
'wthour a Prieſt, ſuch a man was guiltie of blond, 
und was to be cut off from his people , that is, hec 
'was to be cut off by the Prieſt , by cxcommuni- 
cation, and after by rhe civill Magiſtrate, Y ou 
know ,it was YVzz.ahs taulr to offer incenſe, when 
It was proper to the Pricft to doc it . The ſame 
lnne we commir when we come to the Lord, 
and thinke , becauſe wee have repented , and 
prayed fervently, becauſe wee thinke, ' our! 
nearts and tpirits are in a good diſpoſition, be-! 
cauſe we know no finne , of which we are con-| 
(cious, for this cauſe we thinke rhat wee thall| 
bee heard. Ir is true: the Lord requyres theſe! 
qualifications, in the party , when hee prayes ; 
buttake heede of thinking to þe heard for this,' 
this is to offer without a Prieſt, You mult! ner tocometo 
come thus to the Lord, and ſay thus unto him, God, - | 
Lord, 1 confeſſe ( no:wnhſtanding all this) 1 
am unworthy , I have nothing in me, why thou 
ſhouldeſt regard mee, it cannot be, that either 
l, or my prayer ſhould be acceptablc, butl be- 
leech rhee,rake them at the hands of C u x 1 s r, 
our H-gh Prieſt, he that is entred into the welt , 
|he, that rakes the prayers of the $4i»ts , and mingles 
them with ſweete odours; when a.man can wr 
; | ; -COC! 


In what man- 


4 
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| doe this, with dependance upon Chriſt, and 
come boldly-in his name, that is to offer a ſacri- 
fice to him, and this we muſt carefully remem- 
Levit 5.214 | ber; and therefore we ſce an excellentexpreſſion 
of this in Lewit. 5, where this is made cleare to 
you, thar itis not any excellency inthe perfon, 
| nor any fervency in the prayer, nor any pure- 
neſſe, or holinefſe that is found in him, nothin 
Our prayers . . 
not head | that comes from man, that cauſeth his prayer 
foranyexccl- | ro be acceptable, but it is the Pricſt,in thar place 
= wopurn 0 from verſ.s. to the 11. You ſhall finde therethe 
| | law was,that he that came to ſacrifice, muſt bin 
a ſheepe, or a ſhee goate, butif he were- not {ſo rich, 
as to doe 1o, he was able enough to bring 19 tay. 
tle Dones, yet if he were not able to doe that, then 
ſaith the text, He ſhall bring the tenth part of an E- 
pha of fine flowre, (a very ſmall thing ) and ſaith 
| he ler him gine it to the-Prieft , and he ſhall make 
an attonement for him, and his ſin ſhall be forgiven. 
| Whencc I obſerve this, thatit 1s not the good- 
.neſſe of the ſacrifice,the price, nor the choiſnes, 
nor the excellency of that , when they came with 
a thowſand Rammes,-and ſo many ſheepe, and 
| bullocks, (as you reade of many great {acrifices, 
that were offred by the Kings) yer the tenth part 
of an Epha of fine flower , which was excceding 
little, this prevailed fully as much, it ſhewese- 
vidently , that-it is not in the ſacrifice, butthe 
pooreſt, and the ſmalleſt, and the meaneſt ſacri- 
fice will prevaile with God, as well as thc rich- 
eſt, and the greateſt. What is the reaſon 2 For, 
faith he, it is the Prieſt, that muſt offer it _- | 
| makes 
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makes ir acceptable; So inthis caſe, let the ſacri-' 
fice be never ſo meane,, yet if it be Chriſt, that 
offers the ſacrifice, if it be commended to the 
prieſt, and he offers it, the Lord will accept ir. 
You ſhall find that rule, Lewe.s . 1 1.Hethat brings Lark 6.4% 

t ſacrifice, (this caution was given \) he muſt put vo, 
incenſe to it, neither ojle Bur ſhould the ſacrifice: 

be offered without incenſe £ No,you ſhall find in 

Levit.16. that alwayes, the Prie#f when he entred Ecvit 16-73. 
; ' : Chriſt muſt 
Into the Holy of holteſt , he burns incenſe, that the ,;\. incence to 
cloud of that incenſe, might cover the AMercy ſeate, : our prayers, 
the meaning; is this,that when any man comes to 

offer a prayertothe Lox », he canputno in- 

cenſe ro it, the prieſt only he mult put in incen(e, 

that is ,  Teſas Chrizt onely muſt offer the facri- 

ice, wherein the Lord ſmells a ſavour of reſt : 

for the Lord expreſſeth himſelfe in this nranner, |. 

5 ifhe were diſquieted for finne, .and can take 

10 reſt; now, when 7eſus.Chriſt offers a ſacritice, 

he fmells a ſavour of reſt ; becauſe it comes trom! 

him, in whom he is well pleaſed: ſo, I ſay, we 

muſt be carefull, that we remember ye come in 

the name of Chriſt. | 

But,you will ſay,cvery man doth ſo,and how} 9; 
ſhall we know it? 

You ſhall know it by this, if you have bold- 
neſle,, and confidence, thatis an argument that COP = 
you looke not upon your ſelves,but upon Chriſt. 

'Wazn-a man is ſo exceeding -timerous , and, incur owne 
doubting, and fearefull , that he dares not come| on 2 PHY 
the throne of grace, or, if heedoe, yet he 

"gk a great queſtion, whether he ſhall be heard 
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| or no,this iStoo much looking to himſelfe,here, 
| the high prieſt is forgotten. It thou Tome in his 
| name, there isenough to carrie thee out, it will 
What required | 5reede boldnefſe in thee, it will breede conf- 
oo —_ | dence: ifthou come inthe name of Chrift , and 
God in Chrifts | offer up thy prayers through him, it will cauſe 
<4 | thee, in every petitionthou putteſt up, to thinke 
| thy ſelfe ſo much beholding to Chriſt, thar thou 
; wilt be ready to fay , in thy heart, whenſoever 
any petition is granted thee, I may thanke Jeſus 
Chriſt forthis. Whena man, I ſay , ſhall bee ſo 
much put upon his ſcore, it will make him fv 
much indebted tothe Lo x Þ Teſs for his ſinne 
that is remitted , and this Petition that bee hath 
granted, that his heart ſh-ll be more inlarged to 
 thankfulneſſe, when he is able ro conlider the be- | 
| nefit of redemption,-and is ready to ſay with 
'himſclfe, If 7efzs Chriſt had not dycd, if I had not 
| had ſuch an high Pricſt, that hath entred into the 
| very heavens,asthe Apoſtle ſaith Heb.g. To make 
| znterceſsion for me , 1 had loſt this benefit, I had 
never cometo have putup a prayer to the Lord, 
or, if T had, it ſhould not have been hcard. 
Ovrect. But you will ſay to mce, If we be heard for | 
Chriſt, then though a man be ſinfull and though | 
hee have none of the precedent conditions, | 
though he have not that holineſle that is requy- | 
red,if the Prieſt make him acceprable, why may | 
he not hope as well as the moſt holy man *? 
=_—_ PT 7 — the Pricft give all ac- 
oboighr 71,08 ceptance to the ſacrifice , and our prayers arc 
ſacrifices | accepted through him , yer that is not all, rhere 
| are. 
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arc two things beſides required, thatthe perſon 
that brings So ſacrifice, be cleane, no_ impure 
rſon was to bring a ſacrifice:ſecondly,that the 
'{acrifice be withour blemiſh; he that hath a male, 
{and brings a female, is curſed : So this is requi- 
red, that the perſon be righteous , and that the 
prayer be fervent, ſuch as is indited by the helpe 
|of Gods,Spirit, that it may bea ſacrifice fir for 
the Lord, , Bur now, that we have from Chr:#, is 
this,that though the perſon be ſo, and the prayer 
thus qualified, and have thoſe forenoted condi- 
tons 1n it, yet it is not-acceptable without the 
Prieſt. And therefore this ſhould encourage you, 
when you conſider the glorious God, his holi- 
|neſſe, that great diſtance berweene him and you, 
and your ſelves, on the other ide, how vile and 


your requeſts to him; now, when you thinke of 
a Mediatour,of an high Prieſt, who is entred into 
heaven,who is gone thither, and ſits atthe right 
hand of Majeſtie, making interceſſion for you, 
when you conſider there is one high Prieſt, who 
is able to prevaile,nort like the Prieſts in the law, 
but one that is over the houſe of God, one thar is 
the very ſonne, that is notentred in through the 
blood of Bulls, and Goartes, but with his owne 
blood ; when out of this you ſhall receive con- 
fidence, and come gecre him with-boldnefle, this 
isto-make uſe of Chriſt, and to offer ſacrifice in 
him; There is no. more remaining now , but 
|thatwhen you have confidered all the conditi- 
ons. mentzoned, and _ your prayers accor- 
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muſt be holy, 
andthe pray- 
er feryent. 


How'to make 
uſe of Chriſt as 
our Priclt, 
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"Th Saad Bara, 


| Waiting in 
prayer requi- 


. reds 


Inſtances of 
being overha- ' 
| ty after prayer 


dingto them, that you be confident, and expe& 
| much, that when you have prayed, you may ſay 
thus, 'Lord, I expect now the granting of them 
thou canſt-not how. deny themy! Zoxd,1 will wait 
now.. And this is our taulr, when we have pray. 
cd, and the thing. comes nor preſently, wee are 
ready to giveover,. we are not willing to waite. 
 Bcloved,.. rhat'is 'one thing {ſpecially to bee re. 
membred, we mult fofarre magnifieour praiers, 
wee muſtfer a price upon them {6 farre, and' ſo 
cſt-cme them, and thinke them of: that worth, 
that hey: will bring the thing to paſſe. If aman 
take adrugge,. ora medicine, or an herbe, and 
uſe it to a wound, or a diſeaſe, once,or twice, or 
thrice, and if hee ſeext doth nu-good, he will lay 
iraſide, and take: another. nkckie : for, ſaith 
he, - I have tryed it;-and/it wilkdoe'me no good :. 


| fo a man doth with his prayers, he ſaich, I have | 


ſoughtto the Zorzd, I have prayed for this thing 
twice, orthrice, and ir is not granted mee z and 
therefore hee-is ready to lay it afide,' as if it were 
not-cffecuall, and to- take another meanes: this 


| negle& of prayer isnot to know the force of the 


medicine.. You muſt know therefore of what 
b thcacie pray cr.is, and truſt it, aad not give over, 

( for it 18 cffectuall.co bying the thing to paſle) 
and make not haſte, but ſtay, and waite.. It was 
\ Sarahs taulr,. when Abrahamand ſhee ſought to 

the Lord tar a lonne, ſhe made tdo much haſte to 
give Hagar toAbraham,when they ſhould have 
ſtayed tillthe Lord had 'done it his/ owne way. 


So Rebeceah, there was a promiſe, and no doubr, 
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izob, and ſhee prayed for the fulfilling of that , 


promiſe; but ſhe made too much haſte, ſherooke 
zwrong way.to get the bleſſing by lying, this 
w2snot waiting, but a ſtepping our to another 
neanes; becauſe they thought prayer and de- 
pendance upon God would not doe it. So Say/ 
would not waite upon God, but he would offer 
kcrifice,this was to make haſt. And ſo it 1s, when 


1man is diſcouraged; David,when the thing was 


ot preſently granted, he was ready to give over, 
nd falls ro a deſperate complaint, ſaying, ze 
dy] ſhall fall by the hands of Saul, Take heede of 
| this, and when wee offer up our prayers thus, 
| learne ro know whatthey are, lcarne'to truſt 
| them, and to depend, and waite upon 
| God, (ay certainly, I thall not 
be dented, the thing 
ſhallfurely be 
granted. . 


So-much for this time,and this Text, 
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